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the State to provide lor it. This is an lut'-le in the eonf?tituti'>n of several of
the States, and ia recognized by a liberal provision in setting apart the proeeeds
of the sales of one-sixth or seventh of their public lands to form a school fnnd
for univeraal education. This has been followed np by school laws, framed in

thesamj spirit and with the same design ; very largo sums of money have been
raised and expended, and a not-work of schouls has been spread over the land.

3.—JNADKQUATi: KFSII.TS riioM .'.MEKUAN t»»i;NTKV SCHOOLS.

But here, in most of the States, tlie work has begun to halt, and the
patriotic objects of its projectors have been disappointed. The State has ac-

knowledged, and nobly endeavoured to redeem, its oldigation to provide an
education for itsevery child ; but it has not provided that every child should quality
himsi If by such an education for cifizciisliii.. It has placed the right of the
parent or guardian and of the employer or mubtt-r to perpetuute ignorance, above
the right of the child to be educated. It has made universal sutlruge the lever to lift

the masses to universal education and intelligence, in the absence of the requisite

educatii»nal power to move that lever. Nor is there any adetjuate provision to

secure the operations of a school in a single neighbourliood, mueli less

to secure properly (pialified teachei-s where schools are established, Tin- result

is, that when yon leave the cities and large towns, and go into the rural |)arts ( f

the State—the peculiar field of a ciUional school law and system—you there find

that our American neighbours are ;
•.

; , 4ue(;essfnl in their puldic; sciiool economy,
and accomplish results very fu' i>U":\, :i.id short of the State approj.riations they
make, and the macliinery they employ for the sound education of all the people.

This remark is abundantly and painfully confirmed by the facts given in the

above epitome of the systems and state of i)oi)ular education in the adjoiniu;,^

States of Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York. A further confirmation of the

same remark is found in the defective education ot many oi' the grown-up )ouno'

men of these States. The late Frederic H. Pakard, Esq., of Philadelphia, for

some thirty years the distinguished and philanthropic Secretaryof the American
Sunday School Union, imblished, in 1866, a ])amphlet of 158 pages entitled " The
Daily Public School in the United States." On page 11, he observes, "Such
observations as wc have been enabled to make in interviews with many thousands
of children and youth, satisfy us that nine in ten of them are incompetent to

read properly a paragraph in the newspaper, to keep a simple debit and credit

account in a mechanic's shop, or to write an ordinary business letter in a credit-

able way, as to chirography, orthography, or agrammatical expression of ideas."

In this same publication it is stated by a Chaplain in the Northern army dur.

ing the late civil war, and whose intercourse was very extensive, " that a very
large majority of the soldiers from the Northwestern States could read and
write ; but of these many could read only very imperfectly, and composed a

letter with great diflSculty. Union soldiei-s from slave States were deplorably

destitute of Common School education. Thousands of soldiere learned to read

and write while in the army. In my own Sunday-school of 150 to 250 from
my own regiment, I found that a large number were poor readers. The same I


