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Tlien, again, is it not (.f very great imporiance liiat we,
as siiulenls, living in an age which has Ijeen ciiaracierized

as one of intense earnestUL-ss, in an age, luo, in wliich

the iviust abstruse ([ueslioi^.s in literature, science, and
philoso;;!iy, are being i)()[)ulaii/ed to such an extent t'.iat

every ih.oughtful individual is lolcrably wrh informed
upon them, should be thoroughly familiar with, these

subjects, and able at a moment's notice to give an intelli

gent 0[)inion, exjjressed in clear and ft)rcible language,
on any one of them ? Above all, should we not he ])re-

pared to do this when tht;se subjects ai)])ear to leach what
is in opposition to C'hri nity, and when they are brought
forward for the ])urpose of overthrowing the very fouiula-

tions of our faith ? To encourage and helj) one another
to develop this power is, at lea.st, one object we have in

view in our Society.

The last mentioncLl object of our Society suggests a

topic on which 1 now desire to speak. I purpose making
a few sui^i^fs/zD/is r<\i^(inh'/ii^ //n- lony to deal loit/t the tlilfcr-

entforms of infttlflity \s\\\\\\\-\\c\\ we may be met wliile

engaged in our great work. It is no very rare thing for a

clergyman to meet nien who have some ol)jection or other
to bring forward in opposition to Christian trutli. It is

most dam.aging in sucli eases, and especially in the pre-

sence of other persons, if he has not a woril to say in

defence of the truth. 'J'he clergytnan, again, is often

calL-d upon tu speak, and sometimes to write in opi)Osition

to the false philosophy, and false science which are being
scattered broadcast throughout the countrv bv means of
popular lectures and po])ular writings. Since the very


