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and knowing that i'ur all duty assistinn- tiiace is ueedrul, he com-
uieuds his converts to tiiat jina-c.

•• Tlierdbre, Ijrethron, stand fast." Yes, he urges as a mo-
tive to diligence and steadfastness, the very knowledge of their

interest in the divine love on wliich lie had congratulated them.
This i.s ever the way of the sacred writers. The same Apostle

who tells us that the i,)undation of the Lord standeth sure, hav-

ing this seal— "the Jiord knoweth them that are His," adds un-

hesitatingly iis lai tli(i obverse, Let every (ini; f!i;tt nameMi the

name of Chri.st depart from ini(|uity."—(2 'fini. ii. !!).) I'aul

does not wait to reconcile these things, or to .satisfy every caviller

how it can be that the certainty ol" an interest in the divine love

influences the Christian not to al)ate, but to increa.se his watch-

fulness. So John as Paul. He who .says, (1 Ep. ii 27), "the
anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you," says

again, (v. 2K), "And lutw, little children, abide in him;" and
again, (2 Ep. v. 8), " ]ji)ok to younselves that we lose not tho.se

things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full re-

ward." 15oth things are true—throughout all Scripture a.o recog-

nized as true—the adequacy of the provisions of the covenant of

grace, or the unconditional nature of the promises as concerns

the end; yet, the necessary relation of the means to tlie end, or

the conditional dependance of one bles.sing on another, as indi.s-

pensahly anterior to its enjoyment. Sanctifieation, itself a part

of the free salvation, is conditional of the full salvation. Faith

itself a grace, is tlu! prerequisite to ulterior grace. So, perse-

verance is both a secured privilege and a commanded duty-

"Therefore." .says tlie Apo.stle, ".stand fast," not the less that he
says el.sewheri!, " he who stablisheth us with yiui, and hath
anointed us is God, who hath also .sealed us, and given tlie earn-

est of the Spirit in our hearts." (2 Cor. i. 21.)

And in order to this stjuidiiig fa.st, see how he again com-
mends the word of truth, ever honoured as the means of spiritual

life and growth in grace. What is of the Spirit effectually is,

our Saviour himself tells us, of the word of God instrumentally
:

•—'•sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." And
the Apostle, like his Master, tell..; Christians that they are clean


