
OOTHB, A. D. S44-asi. TnmbUngtIu
Xmpire.

G0TH8. A. D. 268-270.

the clow of the year 881, at • place In Mcesla
called Forum Trebonli, the Roman emperor per-

ished, with the greater part of hU army. The
tucceuorof Declus, OalluB, made haste to arrange
a payment of annual peace-moDey to the Gotlu,
vhlch persuaded them to retire across the Dan-
ube.—E. Olbbon, Declint and Fall of the Soman
Empire, ch. 10.

A1.S0 IN : T. Hodgkin, Italy and Her Tntadert,
int.od., eh. 8 (r. 1).

A. D. 258-367.— Naral expeditions in the
East.—Having acquired command of a port and
a navv by their conquest of or alliance with the
little kingdom of Bosporus iu the Cbersonesus
Taurica (modem Crimea), the Ootha launched
furth boldly upon a series of naval marauding
t%' ditions, which spread terror and destruction
al>:..g the coasts of the Euxine, the .i£gean and
the Mraits between. The first city to suffer was
Pityus, on the Euxine, which they totally de-
stroyed, A. D. 258. The next was Trebizond.
which fell a victim to the negligence with which
Its strong walls were guarded. The Ooths loaded
their ships with the enormous booty that they
took from Trebizond, and left it almost a ruined
city of the dead. Another expedition reached
Bithynia, where the rich and splendid cities of
Clmlcedon, Nicca, Nicomedia, Prusa, Apamaea,
and others were pillaged and more or less wun-
tDuly destroyed. " In the year 267, another fleet,

ciinsistiug of 500 vessels, manned chiefly by the
Goths iiud Hcruls [or HeruliJ, passed the Bos-
phorus and the Hellespont. They seized Byzan-
tium and Chrysopolis, and advanced, plundering
the islands and coasts of the .^gean Sea, and
laying waste many of the principal cities of the
Peloponnesus. Cyzicus, Lemnos, Skyros, Cor-
inth, Sparta, and Argos are named as having
sulTired by their ravages. From the time of
tf.Vila's conijuest of Athens, a period of nearly
3.50 years had elapsed, during which Attica had
escaped the evils of war; yet when the Athenians
were called upon to defend their homes against
the Ooths, they displayed a spirit worthy of their
ancient fame. An offlcer, named Cleodamus, had
been sent by the government from Bvzantium to
Athens, in order to repair the fortifications, but
a division of tlic.se Goths landed at the Hirwiis
and succeedeil in carrying Athens by storm, be-
fore any means were taken for its defence. Dex-
ippus, an Athenian of rank in the lioman service,
soon contrived to reiissemblc the garrison of the
Acropolis; and by joining to it such of the citi-
zens as pos.ses.sicl some knowledge of military
discipline, or some spirit for warlike enterprise,
he formed a little army of 2,000 men. Choosing
a strong position in the Olive Grove, he circum-
scribed the movements of the Ooths, and so
harassed them by a close biwkaile that thev were
swm compelled to abandon Athens. Clecxlanius,
who was not at Athens when it was surprised,
had in the nitantime assembled a fleet and gained
a naval victory over a division of the barbarian
fleet. These reveries were a pri'ludc to the ruin
of the Goths. A lioman fleet entered the Archi-
pelago, and a Roman army, under the emperor
Gallienus. marched into IllVrieum; the separate
divisions of the Gothic expedition were every-
where overtaken by tliese forces, and destroyed
in detail. During this invasion of the empire
••no of the .livisi.ms of the O.^thir army cr.wsed
the Hellespont into Asia, and siicceedc<f in pliin-
derhig the cities of the Troad, and in destroying

the celebrated temple of Dhuia of Ephesus. . . .

The celebrity of Athens, and the presence of the
historian Dexippus, have given to tliis incursion
of the barbarians a prominent place in history

;

but many expeditions are casually mentioned
which must have inflicted greater losses on the
Greeks, and spread devastation more widely over
the country.'—G. Flnlay, Sreect Under the So-
mam, eh. 1, teet. 14.

Also in: E. Gibbon, Decline and Ihll of the
Rrman Empire, eh. 10.

A. D. a68-270.—DefeatbyCl«udius.—"Clau-
dius II. and his successor Aureiian, notwith-
standing the shortness of their reigns, effectually
dissipated the mosquito-swarms of barbarian in-
vaders and provincial usurpers who were ruin-
ing the unhappy dominions of Gallienus. The
two campaigns (of 268 and 269) in wliich the
Emperor Claudius vanquished the barbarians
are related with great brevity, and in such a
shape that it is not easy to harmonise even the
scanty details which are preserved for us. It
seems clear, however, that the Goths (both Ostro-
goths and Visigoths), with all their kindred tribes,
poured themselves upon Thrace and Maceilonia
in vaster numbers than ever. The previous
movements of these nations had been probably
but robber-inroads: tliis was a national immigra-
tion. ... A few years earlier, so vast an irrup-
tion must inevitably have ruined the Roman
Empire. But now, under Claudius, the army,
once more subjected to strict discipline, had re-
gained, or was rapidly regaining, its tone, and
the Gothic multitudes, vainly precipitating them-
selves against it, by the very vastness of their
unwieldy masses, hastened their own destructioa
A great battle was fought at Naissus (Nisch, in.
Servia), a battle which was not a complete Tio-(
tory, which according to one authority was even,
a defeat for the Romans, but since thc'barbarianii
as an immediate consequence of it lost 50,000
men, their doubtful victory may fairly be counted
as a defeat. In the next campaign they were
shut up in the intricate passes of tlie Balkans by
the Roman cavalry. Under the pressure of fam-
ine they killed and eat the cattle that drew
their waggons, so parting with their last chance
of return to their northern homos. . . . At length
the remnants of the huge host seem to have
di.sbanded, some to have'cntered the service of
their conijueror as 'foedirati,' and many to
have reniamed as hired labourers to plough the
fields which they had onco lioped to conquer.
. . . The vast number of unburied corpses bred
a pestilence, to which the Emperor fell a victim.
Ilia successor Aureiian, the conqueror of Zenobia
. . . made peace wisely as well as war bravely,
and, prudently determiring on the final abandon-
ment of the Roman province of Dacia, he con-
ceded to the Goths the unilisturbed possession of
that region [A. D. 2TU], on condition of their not
crossing the Danube to molest Moesia. Trans-
lating these terms into the language of moilern
geography, we may say, roughly, that the re-
poso of Servia and Bulgaria was guaranteed by
the final separation from the Roman Em|)ire of
Hiihgary. Transylvania. .Moldnvia, and Walla-
chia, which lieeaine from this time forward the
acknowledged home of the Oolhic nrition. . . ,

For about a century (from 27(1 to ao.")) the Goths
appear tn have been . . iiulc e.\eeptiou at
peace with Rome."—T. lludgkhi, Italy and Her
Intaden, introd., eh. 8.
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