
CHAPTER XLII

THE SACRIFICE OF THE HORSE IN 
WARFARE

DUMB ANIMALS PRESSED INTO SERVICE—PART 
PLATED BY HORSE IN WAR—AMERICAN STOCK 
DEPLETED.

SO OVERWHELMING has been the thought of 
human suffering in Europe, so anxious has the world 
been to relieve it, that little thought has been bestowed 
on the dumb sufferers. Various war photographs have 
shown us the novel sight of the dogs of Belgium im­
pressed into service for dragging the smaller guns; but 
all contestants use horses, and when we reflect that the 
average life of a cavalry horse at the front is not more 
than a week, if that, we gain some idea of the sacrifice 
of animals which modern warfare demands.

One of the pleaders for the horse is John Galsworthy, 
the English novelist, who gives in the London Westmin­
ster Gazette this moral aspect of the use of the horse 
in warfare, with the attendant obligation:

“Man has only a certain capacity for feeling, and 
that has been strained almost to breaking-point by 
human needs. But now that the wants of our wounded 
are being seen to with hundreds of motor ambulances 
and hospitals fully equipped, now that the situation 
is more in hand, we can surely turn a little to the com­
panions of man. They, poor things, have no option
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