
livply imagination and considerable knowled^'c,
proehunied himsolf in ATcssina as th«» Messiah
(1284), and put forth lii« claim in writin<r, mak-
ing the year 1290 the date of iiis appearance.
The last of the false Messiahs to l>e mentioned

iM'i-e is Nissim Ben Abraham, who ap{)eared in
the town of Avila. Spain. Plis cominir wjls waited
witli intense excitement by th<' Jows. despite the
wnrniii<rs of the venerable' Rabl)i of Barcelona.

MESSIANIC WOKS.
A time of terrible misfortune is to befall Israel

in the period preceding- the Messianic a^re, aceord-
iiij,' to the prediction of the Zohar. and this predic-
tion was firmly believed by the people.

In siffht of all the nations of the earth a huire
(•olnmn of fire is to appear and to remain standing-
forty days. Then will Messiah the Kinjr be aroused
to pi'oceed from Paradise. He will come fnmi the
place which is called **The bir('"s nast." He will
make his first appearance in Galilee, because that
was the first province to 1m' destroyed by the
Romans. A ])rilliant star will then appear in the
sky, surrounded by seven other stai-s. which will
wapre war with the brilliant star three times daily,
for a period of seventy days, and be swallowed
lip l)y it every nigfht. and ejected every morning.

After the seventy days the stars will disappear.
The ]\Iesslah will be concealed in the column of
lire invisible for twelve months, after Ihe laps;' of
whicli he will lie j;ikt'n up into heaven, crowned
Kinp. and endowed with all tin; strength and dig--

nify of a King. Tie will then d«'scend to the earth
and the column of fire will agrain be made visible.
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