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^illll whtliur it wuiiM lie will lo ^nd a (.uavrl aitrr the ^.lid

lloct to Sft' wliat it docs, and to wluit n lJihi it ^;<n>, -n tiiat some
intt'llif,'tnci: may br hud thcuof, in oidi i lo take sucii sttps as the

occasion rciiuircs.' ^

On June 26, 1541, the Cardina! (,'! Tuicdo npliLd to this

Icltrr us hallows

:

'We saw tla- n imi t w hi' h \i.nr Maj. 4y rau-< d lo iu' -ml
to us respecting what has been learnt eoneciniui^ tin lint uhii li

the King of I'ranee i:, sending to the Indii-s. Ih ir ;,!1 that yo-u-

Majesty wrote uiwm the matter was dir.cui^Md and di bated not

only with the Cardinal and the members ol the ( (unuils ol State

and ot the Indies, but also with tru>twoitliy jhi>uii-, of nuieh

experience in such niatters ; and especially with the Maniues dil

Valle [Cortes]; and with tlieir approval such re^ohltion> wire

adopted as your Majesty will sec in the memorandum drawn up
by the memlx'rs of the Council of the Indii , which will

accompany thi>.' -

Resolutions oj the Council oj State and of the Indies concern-

ing what li'as presented to them relating to the licet senl

out by France.

'|It is agreed that if this nport is true, that the first land whither

thoy went is distant 760 leagues from St. Malo in 13ritt.my,where
the fleet was httcd out, it can be no other land than that which is

entered from liacallaos, a land the Bretons claim to have dis-

covered long ago, since to that region the distance is exactly 7(m)

leagues, and there is no other land on the map on this side or

beyond Florida which is that distance away. It is believed this

must be the place, and by adding the other (x)o leagues, whicli

they say nmst be traversed beyond Newfoundland, the Bahama
Channel is reached, which is the best position they could seize,

on the outbreak of war, to inflict injury upon the vessels from

the Indies, since most of there come through the said Bahama
Channel. This indeed must be their main object in making a
settlement upon that coast ; for although the land is unproduc-

tive, this route is of the greatest importance for their purpose.

If tliis is tile aise, it is clear they intend to colonise within your

Majesty's line of demarcation.

' Simancai, EiUido, Cuitiila^ leg. 54, S.. 31-6,
* Ibid., leg. 51, ££. 22-6.
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