
Your computer and the world beyond
A didactic guide to surfing the net nr

•ymmM W j £search engines that query other 
engines to find what you are 
looking for), but they number too 1 
many to list here.

A common error that people I 
make when they perform a search 
is being either too specific or not I 
specific enough. To make your | 
search easier and faster, use the plus | 
or minus signs. The plus sign in II 
front of a word means that it will 1 
look for exactly that word. A minus | 
sign docs the opposite.

If you are interested in what 
other people are looking for, head undertow, 
on over to http://www.meta- 
spy.com. Meta spy shows you 
exactly what other surfers are 
looking for by listing it on your 
screen. Some of the far out searches 
are: www.sex.com, sex, the effects 
of alcohol on sunflowers, nude 
military men and many more, 
including some that are far too 
explicit to print. It is very 
interesting to “watch” other people 
search, and wonder who and where 
they are — and what their intentions

accessible through archives or 
private groups is finding itself onto 
the internet. There are many 
examples to support this — a 
noteworthy one is the (slow) 
opening up of the FBI archives 
(http://www.fbi.gov/foipa.htm) to 
the public. While it will take some 
lime, it will certainly make for some 
interesting reading.

Entertainment is certainly one 
of the most common reasons for 
surfing the web. However, it is not 
always easy to find interesting sites 
that you will want to come back to 
— news sites are the sites that 
people turn to most often. 
Entertainment is shifting from the 
idiot box to the monitor, in one form 
or another, be it games or surfing.

Where as the web used to be 
the domain of monitor-tanned 
computer nerds, it now has become 
more user-friendly. This is largely 
due to the graphical browser, which 
hit the computer world in the 1990s.

Since I can only list a small 
percentage of the sites I have visited 
and book-marked, I think it would 
be more valuable to help people 
find sites on their own. Two major 
search engines are Yahoo! (http:// 
www.yahoo.com) and Altavista 
(http ://w ww. a It a vis ta.digital.com). 
There are others (including meta-

BY DARREN SPITZIG ■èa
Like it or not, the web is here, 

and since graphical browsers have 
appeared, the web has really 
blossomed.

A lot of people surfing the net 
are dying so for research. This is 
one of the weaknesses of the web 
because it is not easy to find 
pertinent, valuable research 
material as many would like.

A hint about doing research on 
the web — it is safer to stick to sites 
that belong to educational 
institutions or governmental 
organizations. If you are not well- 
versed in the subject you are 
looking for, you simply do not have 
the ammo to tell the difference 
between well-informed, valid 
research and a partisan, biased rant.

A danger of the web today is 
that people can be misled by 
completely reasonable-sounding 
arguments put up by sham artists. 
Take note of the number of UFO 
conspiracy sites out there, for 
instance.
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Surfers on the digital beach, struggle against the information
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Rollerblading, mountainbiking 
or jogging while listening to 

| your favorite CD... without 
skipping a beat.i JE»mmmare.

Now that you think about it, 
what are your motivations when 
surfing the web?

Darren Spitzig is a contributing 
writer with the Imprint in 

_________________ Waterloo, Ontario.

A very positive effect of 
governments and institutions 
opening up on the web is that 
information is much more 
accessible to the average person. 
Material that had only been
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X_ NOW OPEN

IN THE SUB BASEMENT
>•OCTOBER SPECIAL

RENT A BRAND SPANKIN' NEW MOVIE AND 
GET AN OLD RELEASE FOR ONLY 9ÇC

m

the
GRAND OPENING: OCTOBER 25 -31 STAY TUNED ■s now

Panasonic's Shock Wave models are 
made tough for outdoor audio 
entertainment. They're rugged 
enough to withstand knocks and 
bangs, by employing an incredible 
40 sec. anti shock memory. Hear 
ALL your music with the Panasonic 
Shockwave series

Calnen Photography
Official Photographer for Dal., Acadia & The Mount

SHOCK!
r. y./v^/We’ll be here on campus in 

in the SUB starting Nov. 9
_ - , Come in andPanasonic he wowed!See our display in the SUB

AtlanticSign up for on campus 
appointments at the info, desk 
in the SUB Photo Supply

5505 Spring Garden Rd. Halifax, N.S. 
Tel
The “Home” of®1469 Birmingham Street, Halifax Ph. 423-8840
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