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British prof decries water pollution
Mersey River study shows environmental régulations effective in reducing toxins

ter in various locations always compound with many possible 
revealed atrazine in easily meas- sources. It is used as a treatment 
urable quantities. It was thought and preservative for materials 
that most of the atrazine was such as cloth and paper. For ex­
coming from agricultural spray- ample, it is sprayed on wool and 
ing, but over a period of several textiles to prevent moths from 
years the amount of atrazine in eating these products, 
the water began to decrease dra­
matically, which puzzled the re- Mersey were high enough to cause 
searchers. It turned out that damage to river life, as determined 
British Railways had been spray- by a Dutch study of the effects of 
ing atrazine along railway tracks. PC? on aquatic organisms, but 
When the rail company decided nevertheless were lower than 
to stop spraying atrazine, the lev­
els dropped.

Another compound in the 
water had the researchers 
stumped until they found out it 
was commonly used to harden 
rubber in automobile tires. This 
compound was wearing off onto 
the many highways in the area 
and washing into the river.

A big surprise to research 
workers was the presence of the 
infamous compound DDT in 
samples of river water. DDT was 
banned from use in the UK 
twenty-five years ago, and is sup­
posed to have a half-life of only 
two years. Because of this, the 
researchers had thought that lev­
els of DDT would now be too low 
to be detected.

Pentachlorophenol (PCP) is a

BY WAYNE GROSZKO British environmental limits.
The concentration of PCP in 

the Mersey began to fall in 1989. 
and fell dramatically in 1991. 
According to Dr. Gize. this drop 
in PCP concentration was attrib­
utable to a single factor, which 
was that the National Rivers As­
sociation was given the power to 
prosecute industrial polluters in 
court.

The National Rivers Associa­
tion is soon to become the United

Kingdom equivalent of the Ca­
nadian Department of the Envi- 
ronment, or the United States En­
vironmental Protection Agency.

Research on water pollution 
is being conducted in various 
places around the world, includ­
ing the universities and the Bed­
ford Institute of Oceanography 
here in Halifax. Hopefully, the 
information will be useful in re­
solving local problems such as 
the pollution of Halifax Harbour.

Last Thursday, September 14, Dr. 
Andrew Gize. a professor at Man­
chester University in England, 
spoke at Dalhousie University on 
"The Fate of Organic Pollutants: 
River Mersey, England."

The river Mersey passes 
through agricultural, urban, and 
industrial areas, and has a repu­
tation as one of the most polluted 
rivers in western Europe. In 
1720, before large-scale indus­
trialization, sturgeon, salmon, 
lobsters, and oysters lived in the 
Mersey and were fished by the 
local community. In the 1820s, 
people could still fish salmon in 
Manchester. By 1 948, a complete 
absence of fish was reported.

Over the past two decades, 
concern over the condition of the 
river has been rising, and pres­
sure to clean it up has been 
growing.

The work of Dr. Gize and his 
research group has focused on 
measuring the levels of various 
organic pollutants in the river 
and determining their sources. 
He spoke about some of the high­
lights of this work.

Atrazine is sprayed on land to 
kill plants. Analysis of river wa-

Average levels of PCP in the

Elections!
The Gazette will be holding its annual 
editorial board elections on Monday, 

September 25.
We're sorry — 

we screwed up 
last week when 

^JL*0 we said the 
elections were 

^ ™ going to be held
on the 18th!

For mom information, contact 
Sam or Jem at 494 2507

News editor 
Arts editor 

Opinions editor 
Sports editor 

Graphics editor 
CUP editor 

Science editor 
Focus on Dal editor 

Dalendar editor

First Baptist Church Halifax
1300 Oxford St. (across from Shirreff Hall) as

WELCOME to new and returning students! 
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

Questions? call 422-5203
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Rev. John E. Boyd, Minister 
Lie. Jeffrey White, Associate Minister 
David MacDonald, Director of Music A
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WE OFFER:

• Supportive and friendly community
• Thought provoking and challenging sermons
• Meditative, varied and uplifting music
• Outreach: Inner city breakfast program
• College and Careers group
• Opportunities to work with young children
• Noontime Bible study
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John Hudson
Director of Music 5

St. Matthew’s United Church g
81471 Barrington Street

(Next to Maritime Mall)

423-9209
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incredible savings on men's & 
women's seasonal merchandise

shirts, pants, sweats, sweaters, jackets, skirts, 
dresses, vests, homewear, accessories

Tuesday, September 19 9am to 6pm 
Wednesday, September 20 9am to 6pm 
Thursday, September 21 12noon to 8pm 

Friday, September 22 12noon to 8pm 
Saturday, September 23 11 am to 5pm

WAREHOUSE LOCATION
Barrington Place Shops 

1903 Barrington St., Halifax 
(corner of Granville and Duke, former Pier One location)

Cash, Debit Card, Visa or Mastercard.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE ARE:


