By GILLIAN McCAIN

BRETT EASTON ELLIS’S
first attempt at a novel, Less
Than Zero (Simon & Schuster,
1985) 1s as Pop as a Warhol Brillo
box or a Tom Wolfe article. Pop
as Batman. Pop as a tart. Pop.
Pop. Pop.

Bam. Pow. Shazam.

Gertrude Stein once said some-
thing in the 20's about the ‘lost
generation’. Well, the kids in

California are still lost, man.Only"

now in a Pop sort of way.

The narrator of the story is
named Clay (Hey, for all you
non-English majors out there
who haven't been taught to look
for, uh, hummm, ‘subtle’ symbo-
lism, perhaps the author chose
the name ‘Clay’ because that siuff
is pretty malleable and impres-
sionable and uh, you know, mol-
dable, right? In this case Silly
Putty would have been slightly
more appropriate). Clay is a Pop
kind of guy with a Pop sort of
ex-girlfriend who indulges in a
lot of Pop culture and lives in the
epitome of a Pop city. Clay has
blonde hair. So does his friend
Trent, who is a male model. His
ex-girliriend Blair does, too.
Blair’s father is a movie producer
who left Blair's Mom for a male
waiter from one of Blair's favorite
eateries. Blair goes to U.S.C. (the
‘University of Spoiled Children’
as she so aptly describes it). Blair
still loves Clay. Clay (or, S.P. for
short) doesn’t still love Blair.
And, as Frank Sinatra sings,
“Unrequited love is such a bore..."”
‘So is this novel. -

After the reader is introduced to
all of these wonderful people we
meet Muriel, the anorexic friend
(anorexia is to the 1980's what
broken ribs from corsets were to
the 1890’s. In other words, Pop)
who probably doesn’t have
much of an appetite due to all of
the heroin she mainlines. Kind of
a closet habit, you know, like, it's
no big deal, right?

Mr. Moldable’'s best friend
from high school i1s a together
kind of guy, too. He deals drugs,
does drugs and is a homosexual
prostitute to support his little
compulsion. But, like, he drives a
black Porsch with tinted win-
dows so he's an okay kind of guy,
don’'t worry about it.

S.P.’s little sisters listen to
songs like ‘“‘Teenage Enema
Nurses in Bondage” by bands
whose names would get this
newspaper censored if they were
put in print. They also tell Clay
that there is no need for him to
lock his bedroom door so they
won’t steal his cocaine because
they can get their own whenever
they want. They are twelve. Pop
existence begins early in
California.

Clay's psychiatrist suggests
that they write a screenplay
together. He has a framed Rol-
ling Stone cover of Elvis Costello
hanging on his office wall. When
Clay suggests that they discuss
Clay’s problems, the psychiatrist
replies, “Come on, Clay. Don’t be
s0... mundane.”

Other possible titles for this
novel: MTV and its Effect on
Nihilistie Rich Kids in Southern
California, 1 was Born with a
Silver Spoon in my Nose or Wait-
ing for Auto: How to Win the
Battle with your Parents so that
they give you that Mercedes that
you REALLY Deserve.

Bret Easton Ellis must be
saluted for getting his first novel
published at age twenty. And for
getting international attention.
And for initating a new literary
genre, the trendoid novel, recog-
nized by its rock’'n’roll references
and conspicuous consumption
cliches. Contrary to what the
book sleeve says, Less Than Zero
is not this decade’s Catcher in the
Rye nor will it ever be. It is a
transient novel that will be for-
gotten as quickly as Pop Rocks,
Pet Rocks, Silly String and...Silly
Purty.

Bam... Pow... Shazam...
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Fear and clothing in Los Angeles

broaden your career horizons

...with the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal, one of Canada’s most respected
teaching and research institutions. Since our first patient nearly 100 years ago,
we have earned a reputation for quality and excellence in the provision of
health care services. We have developed first-rate research capabilities and
pioneered efforts in cancer and cardiovascular treatments. From a teaching
standpoint, our long-standing affiliation with McGill University has provided us
with excellent, accessible resources.

Nursing at the Royal Victoria...

...is a unique experience. At the outset, you will be in our “perceptorship”
program where a senior professional will guide you through your early stages
with us. Our primary nursing care philosophy gives you full responsibilities

for your own patients, enabling you to develop that essential close rapport in
exercising your nursing skills. Working in our predominantly anglophone
environment, you will grow professionally through our extensive nursing
research program and conferences. These permanent nursing positions also
offer you the flexibility of eight hour shifts or compressed work week scheduling.
The hospital is conveniently located in downtown Montreal with easy access

to transportation facilities.

You and Montreal...

...another unique experience. Housing Canada’s third largest English com-
munity, the city’s unique “joie de vivre” is experienced everywhere. Gourmet
restaurants. ..the world-renowned Montreal Symphony Orchestra...cozy jazz
clubs and cafés. We're also the country’s fashion capital and well known for
our quaint boutiques displaying the latest styles.

If you have previous nursing experience or are a recent graduate from an
accredited nursing program, then we would like to hear from you. Salaries

are commensurate with experience and Ministry of Health and Social Services
norms. In addition, our comprehensive benefits include annually cashable
sick days, extensive insurance coverage and four weeks paid vacation after
the first year. Financial assistance for continuing education is offered as is

full orientation to local services and to educational resources.

Interviews will be conducted locally.

Please send your resume by March 1, 1986, in confidence, to:

Human Resource Services, Royal Victoria Hospital, 687 Pine Avenue West,
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1A1 or telephone collect to

Eva Sitton at (514) 842-1231 local 1718
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