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Fraternities 
and Democracy

Eight Eleven' Business Administration 
Course Established

Fredericton, Oct. 26, 1951—
The new chair of business ad

ministration, established this year, 
at the University of New Bruns
wick is receiving considerable fi
nancial support from businesses 
within the province, the university 
announced today.

The Saint John Dry Dock Co., 
Ltd., Mr. Ashley Colter, president 
of the Diamond Construction 
Company, of Fredericton, the 
Sumner Co., Ltd., of Moncton and 
Enamel and Heating Products, 
Ltd., of Sackville, all have made 
substantial contributions to assist 
with the administration of the 
new course during its first year.

In making this announcement 
late today, B. F. Macaulay, uni
versity business manager, recalled 
that the business administration 
course had been established 
through the generosity of Fred 
Magee, Port Elgin businessman,

who has given the university 
$2500 per year for ten years for 
the purpose. Mr. Magee is a 
member of the U.N.B. Senate.

The Saint John Dry Dock Co., 
Ltd., through C. N. Wilson, Saint 
John, has contributed $500 to be 
spent in connection with the 
course during its first year. Mr. 
Colter has also given $500 to be 
used in the same way. R. P. Dick
son, Moncton, president of the 
Sumner Company, has sent 
cheque for $250 as his company’s 
contribution for 1951. N. A. Hes
ter, Sackville, has contributed an 
additional $200 on behalf of 
Enamel and Heating Products, 
Ltd.
Although specialized courses in 

accounting and other aspects of 
business administration will not 
be offered before next year, the 
freshman year of the new course 
is currently in operation end a 
number of students are now en
rolled, working toward the Bache
lor of commerce degree which will 
be given.
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°PThe following editorial was 
printed in The Varsity, student 
newspaper of the University of 
Toronto recently. Subsequently a 
story was put on the wires of Can
adian Press and mention of the 
editorial and the discussion fol
lowing its appearance evolved in
to a news item which appeared in 
most major Canadian Newspapers.

The first fraternity was esta
blished in the United States in the 
early 1840’s. In the 100-odd years 
since, the fraternity idea has 
grown into a powerful, wealthy, 
and highly controversial system.

Nearly everyone has an atti
tude towards fraternities. A ma
jority of students have not, do 
not, and will not belong to them 
and are more or less against the 
system. Some of these are highly 
vocal. Many don’t care too much 
oneway or another. There are 
even those who feel the frater
nities are relatively harmless. 
Members, of course, are in most 
cases enthusiastic supporters of 
the Greek letter societies.

Here at Toronto, fraternities 
play a lesser role in undergradu
ate life than they do in most Ame
rican, and some Canadian univer
sities. There are forty-one frater
nities here, eleven of them for wo
men, thirty-one for men. Their 
membership probably doesn’t ex
ceed 1,500 persons; about 12 per 
cent of the student body. They are 
not officially recognized by the 
University, but are tolerated. Bet
ween them they own a modest 
fortune in St. George St. real es
tate. By and large they lead their 
own life, and are seldom in the 
news.

For the men’s fraternities this 
is a hectic period. New members 
are being “rushed,” with a con
tinual round of parties, dinners, 
and all the various come-ons that 
undergraduate minds can devise. 
New membership is important to 
uhe fraternity: on the success of a 
rushing program depends the fi
nancial stability for the year, the 
type of chapter that will result, 
the fraternity’s prestige among 
other fraternities. The competi
tion for good material is cut
throat.

Those who are considering join
ing a fraternity might do well to 
take the plunge to look behind the 
highly artificial pasture presented 
during the rushing season. For 
the fraternities, in spite of all 
their high-sounding principles and 
strong protestations of being no
thing more than a system devoted 
to providing “social contacts for a 
group of congenial students in dif
ferent faculties and different 
years” (The Students’ Handbook) 
have built up some traditions pe
culiarly their own in these hun
dred years of growth.

They are not traditions that sit 
well in a mature mind operating 
in a democratic society.

The fraternity system is built 
on one main idea: exclusiveness. 
Out of this has grown a multitude 
of unhappy consequences.

High on the list is discrimina
tion. And we are not concerned 
here only with racial or religious 
discrimination, which is not uni
versal in fraternities although it 
remains prevalent. It is more sub
tle than that. Primarily economic, 
the fraternity discrimination per
petuates the idea of exclusiveness 
within the relatively narrow con

fines of a definite social strata. 
You have to be able to afford it. 
lo this it has added other, more 
obvious, kinds of discrimination, 
such as religious and racial.

Also growing out of the idea of 
exclusiveness is the idea of 
eminence. It is this feeling, 
fully nurtured by the fraternity 
system, which inevitably puts the 
major pan of a University, like 
Toronto, on the defensive, 
all, some say, they go after the 
cream of the crop, so naturally 
they get good people.

Cream can go very sour.
Beyond this lies the wider, still 

less obvious field of the standard
ized mind. The fraternity, wheth
er it would admit it or not, seeks 
and often demands a set of ideas 
and values which ordinarily leave 
small scope for the individual. 
Such an influence is of the creep
ing, crawly kind: people banded 
together in tight little groups such 
as a fraternity tend to try to be 
one of the boys.

And what about this business of 
“social contacts”? Certainly com
panionship and friendship 
important parts of university life. 
But those who claim that frater
nity friendships, growing as they 
do out of a narrow and limited 
group, with roughly the same 
background and same ideas, are 
either more firm or more valu
able, are not telling the whole 
truth. Physically, it is easier to 
make friends in a fraternity. But 
the limitation is a little too large 
to make the fraternity a profit
able field for strong, lasting and 
vital friendships.

Those who are afraid that they 
will be left out in the cold, that 
they will not “belong”, need have 
little fear. A good eighty-per cent 
of this university is somehow 
managing to struggle along and 
make their friends without the ar
tificial stimulus of the fraternity 
system.

Against such a background 
there is another consideration 
that becomes important when 
talking about the University of 
Toronto. This is a provincial ins
titution. It is designed to serve its 
community, as a community. It 
has gone beyond that, to the point 
where President Sidney Smith has 
claimed for it the status of a “na
tional university.”

Is it proper that such an insti
tution should harbour within it
self, by the subtle artifice of turn
ing its head, the kind of group 
whose whole basis is a motivating 
force directed not at the commu
nity but at the small, so-called 
privileged group who “belong”? 
We do not think so.

The high ideals that are writ
ten in some fraternity charters 
are not borne out by the fraterni
ty record, nor by their present ac
tivities. They have no place in a 
democratic university, because 
they are essentially a negation of 
the very principles of freedom, of 
tolerance, and devotion to service 
to which the university is com
mitted.
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The knitted suit... so chic... 

so smart... decreed by Fashion as 

a “must” for wear this Fall !
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she'll And Lady Anne has created this 

suit to flatter yon! It is super

latively tailored-to -fit... skirt is 

ingeniously ribbed and waistband 

elasticized to present a youthful 

line ... without stretching ! In 

enchantingly soft, nubby wool boucle.

9,0 do Undergraduates who avoid such 
a system as that established by 
the fraternities may have to work 
harder to make their “social con
tacts.” Those who have done it 
both ways find they like hard 
work.
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WOOL SUITS
Hand Tailored From $59.50

WALKER'S shop

Sizes 12-14-16-18.
At Fair Prices ! A-

* Now at better stores everywhere!
I

I.
James S. Neill & Sons Ltd. ]First Store on York St. I

»* Royal Knitting Co. 468 Wellington St. W., Toronto, Ontario
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