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of American opinion into his mental fabric. He would have presented
THRO UGH A MONO CLE to him constantly the contrasts between the British and American
social and political systems in such a way as to show the superiority

of the latter; he would find those phases of British politics which
THE CIITLZ ENCAND THPE  CABILR interest the United States magnified so as to hide far more important

HEAP cable communication is one of the most important (11163t30.11§: he.would lear.n_.constant.ly with what pathetic eagerness
modern links of Empire. The Imperial Press Conference did the British Lion was striving to win the approval of the American

wisely to make consideration of this question its chief busi- Eagle; and he would never hear that any British public man spent :
: an odd five minutes in considering the position of Canada. He might

ness. It is the contribution of greatest value which journalists as ; : : ‘ : : A
journalists can make to Imperial defence. Opinion, after all, rules the },)IC folrglvlen 11f, at last, he longed to become an Amerlc.an citizen AN
world; and nothing makes opinion like the “news” we get of each t)1a't. he should enjoy some a.ttentlonTaF the hands of his late fellow
other’s doings. Abdistorted account of what the colonies are saying British SUbJeC.tS who dwell in the United ng%c'lom. Of st if
or doing ca; piie "t mother ‘conntry  all wrong! and ihe e otligr he were \yell mforme_zd as to the true state of affairs, and realised the
country would be very apt to then take action wvhi‘ch when cabled ﬁflehty with W]“Ch“hls paper was written for its Amerl_can SUbSCY.II)erS
ok hone ettt sor is M aoon ohe aake . Nk o5 il st cife his wio‘u]d'be the “exasperation” of the first alternative. But if we
tl;e Sinatior T Cz;re n‘ot W]Ho RIS yol{r m‘ail Tobbers; 56 Ton als ot may imagine another miracle and suppose that he did not know that
let me write the cables—the first news which has o’pinion deflected it was an American paper which he was reading—suppose that it
fl : 2 : Tt i was presented to him as a Canadian publication, and that he believed
and inflamed before the mailed explanation comes to hand. It is of this Yo | ther B fir gt b
vital importance that the cabled news between the colonies and the o e e e CRuse Tar. SGPee L EieiinE s el
; : can only mourn the blindness of the mother country to the filial

mother land should be copious, cheap, and controlled by ourselves.

It should be written by Britons and for Britons; for, with the best affection of her.sons.

intentions in the world, men who write to suit the tastes of other x % i
peoples are certain to miss many of the things which matter to us, HIS is a fanciful way of putling the situation; but it is not wholly
even when they do not add flavoring which may give our palates aside from the truth. A very great deal of the cable. news of
a faulty education. Of course, as we all know, the fear in our case is most Canadian papers comes to them through American channels. It
tl}at we may be Americanised. The costliness of getting our news is only fair to add that the bulk of it is continental where there is not
direct leads us to take what we can from the far cheaper services likely to be flavouring of any sort; and that, in continental politics,
offered by American agencies. the American paper of to-day is usually pro-British. But the fact
1 b s remains that our channels of news supply are in foreign hands and
WOULD it be a matter of indifference to those who hope that the could be turned against the British Empire of the foreigners who
hond between the mother country and the colonies will grow control them thought wise. In the case of Britain, several of our

more enterprising journals have correspondents in London who send

stronger and not weaker, if, at one blow, the press of Canada were to
them special news; and the Canadian Associated Press strives to look

disappear and the Canadian people were to be compelled to watch

passing events through the glass of American journalism? The feel- after things Canadian. But. in spite of these provisions, much of our
ing that such a state of affairs would very greatly retard the progress British news is still foreign in point of view.

of Imperial unification, implies no criticism of the American press as * * *

such. 1 reys, i ‘ ime i < ingl e >

S0t sonversndipd, a complimentidg ks exceedingly. and, (at HE governments concerned should certainly do what they can to

times, flamboyantly national journalism. For the patriotic American
newspaper man, the United States is naturally “the greatest nation
on earth”; its aggrandisement is, in his opinion, not only pleasing to
the American people but is an incomparable blessing to the human
race; and, consequently, he cannot think of a better fate for Canada
than to become a part of the Republic. So much for his politics.
In his selection of news, he studies only the tastes of his American
constituency. What interests them, he supplies; what they care
nothing about, he omits; what they are hostile to, he presents in as

assist the colonial newspapers in their earnest and patriotic
effort to get “home” news through “home” channels. In some time
of crisis, it may mean much to the Empire to have the news services
which supply the food for opinion from Halifax to Melbourne in
wholly friendly and dependable hands. It is not, as some may imagine,
a mere matter of newspaper business. The newspaper proprietors are
not simply trying to get their news cheaply. They get cheap news
now, and it is interesting enough. They can sell their papers just as
well with the New York cables which they can buy at “bargain

bad a light as he can persuade himself that the facts warrant. il : : ey
; * % & counter” prices as with direct cables for which in any case they are
] : certain to pay more. But it is a genuinely patriotic desire on the part
oW y - effect upon the Canadian people if, b e 2 wpi e . P e
OW what ;\Olllid be the e 11__[) tn lt’ S] fd p O_P 7 of the press of Canada to be put in a position of journalistic independ-
some such calamity as is indicated in the loregoing surmise, ence in which they need depend upon no foreign service for their
they were driven to limit their newspaper reading to the American “news from home.”

product? It could only be followed by one of two results—the exas-

peration of the pro-British Canadian reader, or the gradual infiltration THE MONOCLE MAN.
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