
CANADIAN COURIER

THROUGH A -MONOCLE
THIE CITIZEN AN D THE CABLE.

C HEAP cable communication s one of the most important
modern links of Empire. The Imperial Press Conference did
wisely to miake con1sideration of this question its chief busi-

nes Tt is the contribution of greatest value which journalists as
joumnalists can make to Imiperial defence. Opinion, after ail, mules the
wvorld; and nothing- makes opinion like the "news" we get of each
other's doings. A distorted accounit of what the colonies, are'saying
or doing can put the mother country ail wrong;, and the mother
country would be verv apt to theni take action which wheni cabled
back here would set uls "up on our cars." Ni'ôr can mail letters cure,
the mnischief. I care not who writes youir miail letters, so, long as you
]et mie write the cables-the first news w'hich has opinion deflected
and inflamned before the mailed explanation comes to hand. It is of
vital importance that the cabled news between the colonies and the
mother land should be copions, cheap, and controlled by ouirselves.*It should be 'written by Britons and for Britons; for, with the best
intentions in the world, men w'ho write to suit the tastes of other
peoples are certain to miss mnany of the things which matter to uis,
even when they do flot add flavoring which may -ive our palates
a faulty education. 0f course. as we ail know, the fear in our case is
that we may be Americanised. The costliness of getting ouir newvs
direct Ieads us to take whbat wve can fromn the far cheaper services
offered by Amnerican agenciesl.
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of American opinion into his mental fabmic. He ýwould have present(
to him constantly the contmasts between the Britishý and Americ-,
social and political systems in such a way as to show the superioril
of the latter; he would find those phases of British politics w.hic
interest the United States -magnîieýd so as to hide, far more importai
questions; he would learn constantly with what pathetic eagerneý
the British Lion was stmiving to win the approval of the Americo
Eagle; and he would neyer hear that any British public man spel
an odd five minutes in considering the position of Canada. J-le migi
be forgiven if, at last, he longed to 'become an American citizen
that hé should. enjoy some attention at the hands of his late fello
British subjects who 'dwell in the United King-dom. 0f course,
he weme well informed as to the true state of affairs, and realised tl-
fldelity with which his paper was wmitten for its Amnerican subscribei
his would be the "exasperation" of the flrst alternative. But if wý
may imagiîne another miracle and suppose that hie did not know thý
it was an Amemican paper which lhe was meadin-sutppose that
wýas presented to him as à Canadian publication, nd ththdbuiv
this to be true-then his cause for "exasperationi" disappears, and h
can only mourn the blindness of the mother country to, the filù
affection of hem sýons.

T1 HIS is a fanciful way of putling the situation; but it is not whioll
aside from the truth. A very great deal of the2 cab)le4 news

most Canadian papers comes to themn thmou-gh Amnemicanl channels. 1
is only fair to add that the builk of it is continental whecre there is'nc
likely to be flavouring of anyv sort; and that, in continental politic,
the Amiericani paper of to-day is usuially pro-British. Bult the fa(
memiains that our channels of niews suipply are in foreign hanids an
c'ould be turned against the British Empire of the foreigners \vh
control themn thought wise. In the case of Britain, sevemal of ou~
more entemprising journals hiave correspondents in London whio sen
themn special news; andl the Canadian Associated Press strives to loo
after things Canadian. But, in spite of these provisions, mutchi of oui
British niews is still foreigni in point of view.
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