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What is, Happening in the World of Motor-Cairs and Motorists
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Motor-Cars and Tight Money
How the Trade is Wealhering the Financial Flurry

By MAIN JOHNSON

MORE automobile Itcesses ssed Iu Onitaro
lu Jauuary than lu any Wrevious firet auonth
o! Vhe year; greater demands for space et
Vthe Toronto Automobile Show, opening ti

wsek, than on any. prsvlous occas:on; ýunqulliled
suocess o! lest month~s Montreal Show; elaiborate
preparatk>ns for Vhe comdng exhibition-s Iu Otitawa,
l{aimilton aïd du Western cities; the visit of a>uto-
mobile men from the (Ca.nadiau West Vo -the Eastern
shows, au Index of improving conditions In the
Prairie Provinces-this unwkles quite au intposng
array o! signs ithait theautomobile busdness iu Can-
ada is "stanodIng up" wsll under the load o! ithe pre-
valent texnîprary dullnées du trade.

Therm is another aide to the shielti. however, and

MoLaughlin slx-cyllnder Model B. 55.

It Ia jest -as well Vo ses the wihole situatiou et once,
iu 1415 unfavourable aspect as well as Iu its- brltght
colours. A number o! Vhe smaller Canadian firme
have droppeti out du thle leet eight or Van mnithVs;
collectious, paxbîiculaýrly iu ths West, aire poor; sales
aire being ma-de on cohdItions not satisfacVtor eulough
Vto automobile manufiacturera, anti wift woould flot
bave bison ýa<ccepteti a couple o!f yeears ag-o, andti hea'e
is an aippareut nmovem-euV towards retrenchiment lu
m-any firmeu.

Thle uet resuit-is oue o! real encouragemeut.. Iu
lact, theire are elements iu the situation ýthaýt justify
genulne optimiasm. The oubstanýdiug faict le t'hat ths
automodbile business in Canada bas weatllerati the
storni mum botter tItan aveu muy o! Its best frIeuds
bad hopedi for. It bas beeu provati, once anti for
nul, Vhet the motor caT Lu Canada bas passeti the
stfage, ýthe unstable stage, cf bedng merely la luxury.
Several nianuMotureTs, who bave. beau interviewsd,
anti private owuers of cars also, have emphasized
this cardinal polut-4he automobile, to a conider-
able extent, bas become a uecesslty, anti ties qualiVy
qo! "beinig necedt" Ie the gretsst poqrulest asset

t! he automobile.

BUSTIESS î1en are becom.niung imore -de pendent on
temtrcar Vo 'taes theïm arovud ou thi(,e

business appointmeuts. To {go back to, the
inflnitely uncmfortable ýsurface sitree car, or to th1e
pleagant but slow mothoti o! wvtkinîg, wouid
be almiost as distasteful and as unprofltable as Vo
-g wlthout the telepione. The growth. of Canadian
,ciMes, moreovar, wlVh ths coneequeut lengtheung
ýo! ths disýtances betweeu the resitientiai districts
andti hs busiuess secVions, espeially since ths trans-
portatiou systems havýe uot ýkept pece with 'urban
and subrurban developimeut, bas matie the autocar
u essentiel posses-sion of hunidreds o! familles, who,
iwhother ýgenerel business la boomàng or raither
lethaigi, et Iest bave Vo go betwcen the "ýetty," lu
the Loudon sense of -thet word, ami teir homes.

"Business hais surprIsed us by keeipinIg imp se w-sdi,"
'wasthe word of thsrofagxof nof the lrgest
Canadian fIrxns mauufaoturng modiotmprlced cars.
-'We madie a waofit ou our lest year's operations, andi
tbet la .saying a good deel. Of counre, It ia wesIl
known Vbet som irlams weire not fortuusVs enough
'to do Vhs andi sufferati raither avere Itesses, but 1
beIieve lV le almment th1e umiaulmous opdnion of auito-
mobile moni that îte boftom w-as re#,ehed several
montits g, and thet 1914, on te w-bole, w-il ibe a
better ea than 19,is ,Pd YI liUs latter hlait

Ths mnagr' chie compl.lnit wus the pooR.r i

on which mauny cars have lied to be soitiilu-the lest
live Or six moaths. "Tlhat was a bati sign," he adi-
mdtteld, "and, lt is ta conditiou whieh muet flot be
allowed Vo .become ch-ronic."

A famons lirm, snanufacturing low priceti cars,
was. quite jubilant. "Our output and our sales," de-
clareti oue o! -theïr representatives, "are both biggsr
than titis itime last year, and i that meaus botter than
any prsvious year. Auy base we have suffereti In a
f alliug-off o! ibuyers among those people who usualiy
,purcliase our cairs bas beon more than overbalancet
by our new acquisitions from theý rauks cf those
who, If business prospects were a litie more eu-
couresglug, would have ibouglit mucre expeuiÈve

O NE of the àtems mueutiouedý iths incre-ase lu the
number o! bicenses issusd iu Ontario dlering
,Janiuary, muet be qualifled a littie, although the

fact Itself Is encouragiug, antishoulti down the viru-
lent pëssimits, yet iailowance inusit be made for thle
unusualy fiue weather for motoring which ebaraeter-
izoti a Jarge' portion of thle moDth, which led more
motorists ithan usuel Vo ruu their cars ln the wlutsr
and iuduce i thesu Vo geV their license earlior tihan
is their custom. Neverbhelesîs, the uuusuaIy &arge
rogîstraticu shoçws that motorists are still "iu the
bnluneýss," anti that Vllsy have, net ceaseti usiug their
cars or buylng uew cnes. IVlï is nteresting Vo uote
that thle Provincia Secre*tery'a Dopertmeut for 1914
have ordereti the satine numxber of liceuse plates
(25,000) as they did for 1913. UsuaeUy tbey iltereas
the order several thousand each year.

One signlllcant commentery ou the stabillty anti
activity o! motorIng le tbet the 'Outarie Motor
Longue, Vhs provIncial association O! mýotOrisgts, In
the very Period wheu busiuess was thougit. Vo be
poor, wes ilncreasing 4ts ;meimbersihip siteadily, until1
it lias reechati a tota o! 3,600. The late autumin alec

witnessed the formation cf the Ganadien Automobile
Federation, a Domlnion-wide organization. Sucli de-
velopuisut anti viriiity would diardly be the rfleo>lon
ot stagnation and despair in tihe automobile trade.

Recently there hbave been perbaps more cars
ohanging bands than usuai. Some men bave beeu
in financial straits. and bave hadti o dispose of their
inotors andi other valuables et a sacrifice. Such auto-
mobiles, however, lu imost cases, have (been snatcheti
up by other men who, althougli they coulti fot afford
Vo bey a new car, coulti get one at the re.duoed figure.
The useti-car trade la alwaya a baffling source of
worry to the manufacturer» anti deniers, but tiiere
is one advantage even iu ithis dIfficulty. The buyer
of a seotd'hand car, iu the large proportilon of lu-
stances, becomes a per'manent motorist, and sccu
beys a tnew car for hlieif. Thtis clasa o! purcbaser,
therefore, although ho Is a trouble oit first is wor'th
while lookiug after. Many cif the men wrho bave
boruglt sec-ond-haMd cars cheap, last fal or Vhis
winfter, wili be ainong t>hose who will help uew busi-
ness later iu the haegenlilt eenty

Actuel ales lu Ontario hv enlgtrcny
but Vhey always are In the period lirecetiug the
shows. Prospective ýpurchasers wait Vto se "Iai the
cars in a row." Sales et tihe Montreal Show weïre
generally reportei as be'ing tavourable. One -tbing,
however, is sure--for the present at Iest, there are
enough automobile firme Iu Canada. There are
<ewer than iths time last year, but ithet ehould not
be taken as a sigu that there are gooi *openilngs.
In the Urdted Sitaite-s there bas beau the same de-
elle, In the early part o! 1913 there were 15.6
manufacturers thers; to-day, there are 133.

Automobile shows do not Indicaite f1iaucial
strinigsncy Vhis wrinter. Thelr mnanagers bave out-
doue thenselves lu providlng attractions anti decora-
Vive einbellishments. The Toronto Sltow, titis wsek,
wMl be another blaze of glory, euough to attract
crowds simply as a spectacle. Moutreal aiso wus
elaboraite, and a for the .Ame.rlcau exhibitions, one
exemple wili1 suffice. At -the receurt Chicago Show,
held ait the Coliseum, the 'decoraitions ou the eiliug,
consdstiisg o! detaul work In biaok aud gold, criss-
crosslet with bac Ilues, and festured wlth buge
scrcdll, were begun lest Judy, anti comipleted ouWy
lu January!

The Manager's Sud den Cali
And Hou, Motor X Beat the World's Record for Ejlicriency

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE

IN a long lins of uncraeuketi motors uever yet lu-tro>dued to a spark .plug or an oil'cen there was
oue that for couvenience we shail cal! "Motor
X" She looked like all the athers, feit 1111e

thein, and so far as ths naikers coulti tell was
IdeuVlcally ths same ais the regular motor made
eaNw7 day andi Installeti every day in te- average
fou^r-cylinder car that goos ont for Vhs roati test
froni th-at Canadian factory. ýMotorr X was an
average, tiemocratic machine, subject Vo ai Vhe Mdmi-
tations of a gasolinýe engie. Her patents are helti
lu Vhs United Sitates and protecteti lu several Fluro-
peau counitries as w-el as in Canadia. There are
thousautis of sufch mntora lu automobiles on more
titan two continente. But Motor X, 11115 mnJy itiu-
tirede cf otites sucit machines, w-es matie Iu Canada.
5.1e w-es tiesigneti for a Canadiean car.

The ýmaker8 suddeuly decidedti ha.t Motos X should
aie ,newly as posible be sent Vo the devIl; not for
auy muiatieds, for site itati neyer turneti an R. P. M.
The reason was-to fluti out w-bat Mot-or X amouuted
Vo lu the worli's -work.

Ou Wetiuesdàjy, Jau. 141t, this motor w-as suddenly
lim!Vet froni the sto-ck lne-up, &hucked ou a truck
anti wIheeed away Vo a amail roosu by au open
wfiudow. She was hasitdly titmqpered up, wae.
sitrung wmtih wires anti waterropes anud fianked
wit.h titres fans. A esuna w-as chucked over
a pole, makiug e lkind o! tent, untder w-hloh for
tirteeu days and ighta te uotr stood up Vo her
test as a motos .uever was tes'ted in the world Wofre.

At tour o',clock on 'Çednssdey afteruoou site w-es
ail r1gged up reatiy Vo %anat. Gasoline w-as pipe4 Ito
her. '.iTe spark pus w-eut lu. Thle current ws
reatiy Vo swki-t on te Vhs mnagneto. The w-eter
pressure w-as ilestedti o supply te resîstamce

cf bfrekeage Vo, determine Vhs horse-power titat titis
little four-cylinder, rated et 28 h.p., ml.ght te a.ble Vo,
develop ou lier way up to the htgll speetis. A corps,
o! experts froin Vhs Sdhool o! Practical Science,
Universlty o! Torouto, were on the spot to couduct
th1e test andti o record Its fludings lu ths colti aritit-
metilc o! science.

The basic ides, o! thec test w-as not, 10w-ever, Vto
satlsty science, but to demonstrata, o! how mudli
real valus Motor X would be wvheu lustalled Iu a
car ready for Vhs roati. IV w-as uecessery Vo comý-
press iuto less titan tw-o w-eeks two wllole yara of
bard drlving at Vhs rate o! about 6,000 miles a year,
whlch la above Vhs average Tate. IVt w-as tiectided
Vo do tItis so fer as possible under actuel car and

The Russell six-cylinder Pheton mod.


