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had only to wait for a nogtherly or westerly wind
to release us from our present " besetment," for, in
fact, it was now nothing more. Directions were
therefore given for closely watching the motion of
the ice, both from the ships as well as by regular
visits to the shore at the end of every watch.

It now becomes my painful duty to turn froin
these busy occupations, where animation, cheerful.
ness, and hope prevailed, to the sad and solemn
scenes of &ickness and death ; for with both of these
did it please the Almighty to visit us at this period!
William Souter, quartermaster of the Fury, who, in
the early part of this week, had complained of a
slight sickness at the stomach, and, having been
quite relieved, was, in consequence, discharged to
duty, was again, on the morning of the 21st, affect.
ed in a similar manner while on deck. On the 24th,
his alarming symptoms had so much subsided, that
increasing hopes were entertained of his continuing
to do well. These flattering appearances, however,
re.eived a sudden check about noon on the 25th,
after which time he began rapidly, though gradual.
]y, to droop, and between six and seven in the even.
ing breathed his last.

The impossibility of removing Souter from the
sick bay, after the last alarming change took place,
rendered his death, or, rather, the convulsive strug.
gles which for some hours preceded that event, a
dreadfultrial to poor Reid, whose state had for some
time past been scarcely better, the difficulty in his
breathing having increased to a most distressing
degree. When Souter was dying, Reid remarked
that he should not be long after him; and on the
26th, when Mr. Fisher had attended and prayed


