
necessary information than the retirement of home. She can there compare

her mental powers and standing with others of lier age ; she discovers lier

morSt shortcomings ; she cannot belp finding out that she is peevi-h or pas-

sionate, and that the respect and love of her sehoolfellows d-p-nd on over-

coming ber failings. ln spite of the folishness of youth, she will see that

the popular and best liked are the truthifl and independent; and if a high

moral tone pervad's- the establisliment, there will be the pressure of public

opinion on a small scale,'which will work very beneficially on the character of

the children. There is an atinsiphere of impartiality about a school that is

almost unattainable at home, which.is admirablyadapted to dissipate any false

impression of superiority : the young pupil will not be blinded to her deficien-

cies becauàse mamma and papa tenderly appreciate lier lukewarmc efforts; she

knows well enouglh tha will not advance her in lier class, or iell lier to excel

her schoolfellows ; and her happy confidence in the criticismn of indulg-nt

parents gives way to a consciousness that actual merit is the only t-st, and

industry and perseverance the only patIs to eminence. There is no doiibt

that submission and discipline niglit be tauglit at home, as wcell as at clool ;

but are they, generally ? It is good for a child to be so many hours of a day

under control ; she learns to govern her temper, and be forbearing ; she las

not the sanie inducenaents to idleness and disobedience, for all are busy and

all obey ; and youth cannot lielp moulding itself on the niodel offered for

imitation. Nowv, this traininîg is nîot to be arrived at in private tuition. The

child has no opportunity of comparing lerself with ber superiors -she has no

gauge by which to estiniate ier powers, and will grow up conceited and over-

bearing, or run into the opposite extreme of excessive diffidence, according to

the peculiar disposition: but citier fault would bc obviated by intercourse

witih others, the shy and modest learn to value tl-iiiselves more correctly,
while the self-siflicient have their proid front lowered. Few pareuts are firm

enough to adiere to their own riles : it is hard to withstand the pleadings of

a pet child, even when the request is to its own inijiry and domestir duties,
sicness, visitors, in fact the most ordinary events of life, are so nany obsta-

cles to regul.rity. A child reared altogether under the paternal roof is soine-

what similarly situated to a young Prince, in danger of never hearing the

truth ; it is the interest of those surrounding lier to keep lier self-satisfied
sue is quite aware that ber relations have a hîih opinion of lier capacity and
progress, she feels that she is an object of anxicty to lier family : lier efforts
are magnified, ber talents praised, and every step appreciated. The result of
such a course must be disappointment.

So much in favor of schools. Èut school teaching often proves a miser-
able failure. Granted that the system of study is admirable, uliat is the camuse
of this failure ? One of the most obvious reasons is the late age at which
children are sent to school. They forn low tastes, for dress and exciting
amusements for instance ; and not unfrqiuently, except in well regulated
families, becone disobedient as a rule, unless obedience is pleasing. After a
while, at ten, twelve, thirteen, or even later, as the case maay le, one parent,
perliaps both, become aware that their little girl, who is the object of their
tenderest affection, is growing up unmanageable and ignorant, and sle is sent
to school withoiiut one hour's preparatory discipline. Dislike for study is the con-
sequence, and before the pupil's mind bas had a chance of development, her
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