GRIP.
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T have bin laitly submited.

MR. NEEBRITCHIS IS INSULTLD.
I IS TEMPORARILY OUT OF EMPLOYMENT,

Mr. Gair, :
Dgax Siw,— I once more venter to flur-
rish my deligit pen on the toppic¢ of Canadian
sassicty and the igstornary indignity to wich
I have refrancd
from doing so for sum time as I here sum of
my remarx give grate ofensc in yuarters wich
shall be naimless, but I am goded on to rite
to you once more by the friteful state of things
cgsistingat the fambly ware I was engaged larst;
just fancy, the missus had the ojous impidence
to tell me I was hired to do as I was ovdered
wen I flatly and premptrilly refused to lend
my seccond coat to the gavdner to wate at
table in on the occashn of a party. -Lawd !
and sech a party, Blowd if there wusn't a
young feller wich I'd scen that verry day he-
hind a counter when I shapperonged the
ladics of our fambly out a shopping .in the
kerridge, and aparently he badn’t nevér seen
finger glarses in his life before: I thort I
shonld have dide when Mister Pawky, the
butler; filled his wine glarscs—thair was three
of em—one with sherry at the supe. another
with ock and the other with musel dwing the
corse of dinner, and the young feller. didn’t
drink any of em—but wen the linger glarses
was placed round, blest if he didw’t pore all
three into the water in his and drunk it all
orf at wanst. My heyes! T bust out into a
lowd guffivw ; but was sudnly checked by the
gashly expreshin on marsters faice ; he axshlly
got up, and took me by the collar and shuved
me out of the vomb, and with the words,
“(10 and take ovf my livry at once, you blag-
gard, and come to my studdy for your waiges,”
mening my scllery, the low broot. His
studdy ! My word ! but if he could honly lern
to spell it would be sombthing, and he’s a
regler out and out ilitteret feller and his
studdy is mearly a ““nom de ploom,” for he
hasn't the ability to stwildy, much less to lern
ennything, but is welthy, having spekilaited
in weat. And I beleave he had the ordassity
to hackshully Lick: me rvitc on the tales of his
beesly livey (the crest on the huttings of wich
is *“too years of corn, gardony surmounted by a
doocal cornet on a ground yaller and ashoor,”
warever he got it, espeshlly the cornet), wen
he put me ont of the romb. His ojous langwidge
wen lie pade me iy scllery was sumthing
puffeckly ~ disgusting and honly fit for the
lowest *“canile  to use. If you know of a
good fambly that wishes for the suvvices of a
futman as knows his bizncas and ware his

tallents would he appreeshated, plese let me
know. My wiskers is modeled on the Bel-

‘gravia patern and my ecarves is cighteen

inches in diammiter round. I was sorry to
purt with Louisa, cook, but otherwise was glad
to be releaved from witnessing the daly dis-

gusting pufformances at my late plaice.
Marster cat constant with his nife, and

missus was alwais talkin about * sherry wine ”
wich is surc sincs that thare nativity’s wasn’t
east under arvistocrattic plancets.
Yures Fathelly,
Citawres NEERRITCRIS.
P. 8.—Pm disgustid with Canady and
Canadian aristoxery.

WHAT IS A GENTLEMAN ?

The incident which suggested this query to
nme was as follows : I wasona jonrney, and at
a cortain place was foreed to take a hack from
one railway station to another, the distance
between the two being under a mile ; of that
I was certain, and moveover I had a tariff card
in my pocket, and so koew exactly what was
the precise amount of fare to bhe paid, and
that amount I handed to the driver, who was,
of course, indignant, and demanded “ What
was thal for? * stating at the same time that
the sum was only half of what it should he.
I replicd—there heing plenty of tine hefore
my train started —by entering into the supply
and demand question in general, and the
charge and convenience of strect locomotion in
particular, which I find to be a very annoying
plan of dealing with obstreporous hacken,
and far better than the strongest language.
When 1 had finished a vather claborate trea.-
ise on this subject, I. trinmphantly produced

‘my tariff card, and the man was, perforce,

convinced. ¢ climhed up slowly, like some
ungainly parrot, to his perch, and grunting
out ** You a gentleman,” dvove away. There
was no doubt, from his tone and wanuer, that
the expression was clliptical and meant that I
was not & gentleman.  They were so intensi-
fied and pregnant with emphasis, that he
seonmed to say, ¢ Well, of all the fraudulent
imitations and absurd parodics upon a gentle-
that ever / saw, you, my fare, are the most
transparent aud least life-like.  You a yentle-
man.”’

This little incident furnished me with food
for reflection for the rest of my journey : it
sct me thinking what a gentleman is supposed
by different classes of people to be and not to
be : how almost everybody has & purticular
and private account of him to give: andl, final-

‘ly, how we are deterved, by varions shibho.

leths and empty phrases, from doing what is
natural and right, whercof, perhaps, ** not
gentlemanly ” is the chief.

I fear this term ¢ gentleman’ is mostly ap-
plied by the lower classes to those of their
so-called superiors who are most lavish and
extravagant. When the last scions of the noble
honse of TFitzplantagencs. in the play, wre
compelled to remove from their ancestral halls
into furnishod apartments, and that insolent
haridware man, Bodgkins, reigns in their stead,

it is customary for the villagers to deny him

.any title of vespect, and to remain unchange-

ab’e in theoir devotion to the fallen race of
Fitzplantagenct : but we don’t find this at all
true upon the stage of the real workl. As long
as Bodgkins scatters his coin broadcast, he
need fear norivalry ; but becoming prudent,
it is only natural that he should mect with
unpleasant comparisons, ‘“ ffea gentleman :
no, no, there's nothing like blood "—except
money,

When I was told by a certain old retainer,
(concerning the double marriage of the two
gons of onc of the chicf wen of the neighhor-
hood, the clder of whom had made what is
called a good match, whilst the younger had
married a poor but res{)cctal)!e givl), that
Mister George was ** well enough,” bat that
Mister Harry was *¢ twice the gentleman,”—1
had an immediate suspicion that the one had
only given him adollar bill after the ceremony,
and the other a hank-note of five times the
value, which indeed turned ont to be the case.

The middle classes—hy which cverybody
meaus the class that is helow himself--are
very tenacious of this title. *“ A gentleman of
my acquaintance,” they say, instead of ‘“a
man I konow,’ or ““afriend of wine.” Up.
wards in the social scale the word gets many a
new mcaning ; but the leading idew is still
that of pecuniary superiovity.

Iu Bogland, at the great public schools, it
is not considered quite ¢ gentlemanly ® anong
the boys to be ¢ upon the foundation,” at all,
although perbaps the school was intended for
such and such only ; and the 1own boys, who
geb their edncation a little chenper are called
“cads.” The *gentlewan’ commoners of the
Universitics arc not necessarily better born
than the vest of their college companions ; but
they are richer : the conntryian, whose ances-
tors came over with William the Conqueror,
and who owns fat heeves and whose harns avg
bursting with plenty, is still denied this title
in full, nnless Le has property independent of
hig favrm. His gentlemanliness ismitigated ; he
is a ¢ gentlem:n-fariner.’

In citics this term is comsidered somewhat
fanciful, and is certainly less caved for; the
¢ gent ' is not indignant «t being so called 5 he
thinks it short—he doesw't know how short—
for ¢ gentleman.” In society, & man who was
otherwise inexceptionalle and possessed of all
the virtnes, would he deprived of that honor.
able title, - gentleman,’ if he were scen cating
fish by help of a knife, and not at the luw.ur%
of choking himself with an uupleasant picce
of bread that he does not kuow whether to
cat or drop after each mouthful. A man of
high title may do, however, pretty much as he
likes. He certainly may commit an incredible
amount of vicious nctions without losing this
designation.  One of the coldest-hearted and
most profligate of British princes was denom-
inated by ‘socicty ’ for yewrs ¢ the first gentle-
man’ in Kurope. When, therefore, we hear
owrsclves or others proclaimed to be * gentle-
men’ or “no gentlemen,' we should consider,
before being flattered or annoyed, who says it,
and what is likely to be meant by it.

*“Heis not a gentleman, you know,” says
young Chifnoy, who can’t spell, and whose
father is that wealthy * dry goods merchant,”
who was bankrupt twice in the last ten years,
¢ \Why, bless you, he gives dvawing lessons ! ”
and in England, a rector's wife wiﬁ probably
remark,

“A gentleman ?
dissenter 17

“ What is o gentleman ® " still stands un-
resolved.  Like genius, it is, in trath, to be
well discerned by sympathizing souls, but not
to he defined. .Johmson, with his dictionary
definition of it, ““a man of birth,” satisfics
nobody, and least of all, perhaps, the meu of
bivth : and it would scem that this question,
unanswored satisfactorily for go long a period,
will remam unanswered for cver.

Oh dear,no ! the man isa




