THE KN’IGr'I_T

OF NA'VARRE.'

hoping for the time, when they fuight brealk into
.open revolt against their oppressors, - Many
- fumilies of wealth and importance Jikewise re-
*' mained -in seeming quict beneath the sway of
 their: invaders, yet only that they might guard
 their. ancient homes and household "od= from

--waited the first favourable moment, to L\ln.l\\-nh

* - violence from thieir usurped possessio
Yet, with such seevet bitterness existing '-‘m-
 tween the two purties, it was impossible to expect
that the enfurced peace woull always remain
unbroken==on the contrary, frequent insults were
hanged, and - rude enc 5 sometimes took
place, which gave ample evidence of the hostile
- state’ of feeling that ; existed.  Qne of these

is_now! to be recorded.
Ic
(\n),' fow' wecks' i\\b;equenb to” the battle ! Df
I’mcuer.s, that Sir Enguerrard de Vmulcmont,
brn\c nml noblc knight of Nuvarre, rode forth
from the oales of Evreau, with asingle follower
purpomnv to gain hefore night-fall lns Castle of
Brunwml, (hstunt nl)out two feugues ‘from the
city. In common with | many ol]wrs, who' suumcd
of 2 qict and- ‘peaceable hearing, ‘e’ was pee-’
mitted to ride ta and: fro nL‘_hxs plcnsurc, but
had it been known that he for 'ln under the ban-
ners of the En"hsh as Toictiers, and that at this
very moment he Was prepuring with his folawers
to join the Lord Philip of Navarre, in Normandy,
" an interdict wonld have been lmd forthwith upon
his frcedom. . '
 The vesper- -hell sounded from the tower of St

Genouuc s the luu'rht pussed the last barrier
of the c\t}, ‘ndd - he {mwd leisurely nlrm T, BOW
lost . in lmsy musings, and, now e\len'nng
word ‘or l\\o with his follnwer, Tenys, who at
the some ensy guit rode on bhehind his master,
.l “Thus ho' procécded for nearly o quarter of I
Tengne, meeting ocensionally a Inden mule; or o
[ “group "of. peasants : wending’ home_ from . their

d.l) s, tonl whenjust s he spurru( at a brisker
. vate d.lOl’I” the smooth rond that skirts the dense.
r ok‘ Artay, o kuight, well-mounied rmd
1ccautred ‘and followuit by two’ stout. men-a
nrms, anc dashing rapidly towards him. Reius
ing up his s!cu] d:reclly neross Sir I:n'rucrrn.rd'
ﬁnlh, the strnngcr laid his lmnd with o mexmcm"
iry upon his =W ord-hilt, and shoutcd
- Montjoye ! St Denis for France)
i Lady, for \mnrrc"' rr\spnnded Sir
- Engierrard, Imldl;, and - made an elfict 10 pass

the' ol]mrwnimut further parley ; but the knight

. ‘or T‘r:mce bnmed hn purpoin, by ordnrmn hn

’forced to s“cnr ulle"mncc to their cnnqucrors, :
’ 'thou"h hiating them in their hearts, and ansxiously

.- beeoming the prey of the: spoiler,” whom 1he)‘

: In(xmys, which led 0 serious nnd unforav..en rea\xl(s,

6s towards “the dose oi' n brief mmunn‘ i

fo]ln\\or; to '-\rd xhc roml, and t]u.n, eudemlv
“heated by \\mc, he drew out- his \\eupm\, eryig
in a'tone of insulting dcfinnce :

“ Come on, thouw thiel of a '\"-wnrrm and [et
me deal with thee sccording to thy duserls,"
" The brave Sir Baguerrard waited for no second
challenge, for he- hml alvendy. recognized tho
cmhlumned wrms on lhc surcoat of his sssailunr,
undd grasping his trusty sw ord

“Thy blood be npon thy own head then, Lord
of Valence,” he exclaimed; “so haste thee and
say thy last prayer, for if' this tried blade phy
me not false in this encounter, thon wilt never
breathe another; till thou art \\mhuw in tho
fires of purgntory.”

% Qut upon thee, traitor " ~hnulcd the I’leuch
lTord. “I know thee for a fulse villnin, \\]m on

he field of Poictiers bore lupce and spear u"ulllst ;

the breasts’ of wy camm)mun-—und &‘u\' \\mn
‘thou shalt now: reap  thy, veward.”

"Aml I knm thee,” Lord of Vulcnce, ng the.
teh, who, with th\‘ Inwless lmnd
lsccrale(l dmrl.hlof v.hc A\sunsmn

Ay Fcrt._]_y m!crmph\ﬂ the olher, Yy \\nu
who, in my burning thirst, seized the chalice ﬁom
the hands oF lhu nstom.»hml ])rn.bt, and qunﬂu«l
the' druurrht quLh he hud.|ust pronouncul the
hlood of God Hllll \\hcn he wonld! Tave ntterad
entreaty and ! rcmonstrnnu.- La ' his tonsured
hend with my lmnlc-xwo, ml(l spi
upon the altar where he ministered.” !

“And for.this deed thou shals die! ny, for lln. ‘

blusphemy, even wert. thuit of my own Lm. S0
now, holil lord, defend thysell; und since thon
hast provoked the combit, 1 give thee fuly waen-
mg that we part not tilf one of us bltv.- the carth’
in our death-u'ronj '

And, in carnest of his words, the Lm'rht mmcd
o 'stroke at his opponent, ‘which woull Lave
silenced his boasting, had it not been quickly
amt adroitly purried.  And then began the fight

in earnest. - Blow followed blow in rapid succes- -

-sion, the weapons of the two knights Ilushiu-r

Yike flames of fire in the rays of the setting sun, .

nnd their steeds advancing and retrenting, wheel-

Ling b\uﬂly round, or uprearing themselves in the

‘un‘, with distended nosmls, and ey el strumml
‘und glaring fiercely u.t eael other, as though they
"ton were dmng battlo each in his master’s catse.

. The slight and youthful figure of Sir 1 ngncrni o
sccmc(l ill- mnlnhed against the burly. and stal-
wart - form of his . antagonist, who was hesule-;
“severaliyenrs his senior in nge ;- yet did ho-prove

himsell' .the - hetter swordsman-of the: twa, for
serrcely o stroke of hig w eapon was dealt in vain,”
blowd - xuemell ever. Lo follow its gloncing: b'n.du
till- ho gained an evident advantage ‘over . his.

wl his Lrains - -




