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regular, but alsd at the special meetings which [ recommended
them to hold for this purpose.

The followmg statement shows the number and elass of the
diplomas granted by the several boards during the year 1856

Class of Diplomas.

Montreal, protestant.
tanstead,

Montreal, eatholic.
Quebee, catholic.
Quebee, protestant.
Sherbrooke.
Kawomaska.
ot

' ! )
Diplomus for aca-{ | I I l ‘ ‘ | ‘
demies......... B P I T Boogege. L2
Diplomnas for Modet
Schools......... 131 3 1 14. 16 2 1...) 12 61
Piplomas oy Ele- i
mentary Schools. [532] 2 176‘ 1 {133} 6] 73, 1 | 77}.. HOAL
! !
| 'y 1
Total.....oo ool i315| 5 '190' 1 {151 ‘lSi RIBERLE ..lum
|

I would be failing in wy daty, were | to_omt to mention the
opinion expressed by the schoul teachers at their convoenitons, and
which appenrs 1o be generaliy entertained by 1he School Inspectors 5
they both find that diploinas are obtained with too much facthiy,
1t is not my intention to cast any blame on ‘the respectable and
enlightened citizens who now constitute the  different Boands of
Examiners, for | believe that they are all actuated by the desire to
advanee the cause of Pablic Instructim, the only inducement mdeed
which conld five Jesl themn 1o aceept a gmtmtous and troublesome
oflice ; but 1 bey to observe, that the very tesons winch heretofore
caused their indulgence, are daily becoming weunker or disappeas-
ing altogether under the natural ud general progress of thangs,
Besides, should any fear b entertamed, lest the poorer and more
remote mnnicipalities might by tov strict an i, Lrence to the
wezulations for gawmting diplomas for clemeatary schools be deprved
of teachers, the same eacuse cannot hold good with respec to
diplomas granted for superior primary, or model schools, and much
less, when grmted for acadennes. | have been assured that on
several accasions, the examers have exercised the same wduol-
gence I grtnting their cedtificates in the later case, and that in
canzequenice, severtl teachers bave received first class diplomas,
although scarcely wosthy of beitge admitted to teach in elementary
schuols.  Even with respect to these, the examiners should bear in
mind, that winder particular circumstances, requiring such ndul-
gence, the Superintendent can permit teachers of both sexes, 1o
teach, aithongl they may not be provided with diplomas: and it
will be fir belter to Jeave it 10 Jus discretion ana responsihihty than
10 allow, persuas, totally unfit for the profession, 1o 2o into any
part of the country provided with a cerificate it they do not de-
serve, by means of which they may impose upon Connmissioners
desizous of performing the duiies of their oifice, independently of
those who wanld be glad of sitch a plaasible excuse 1o screen therr
parsimony.

It is ¢vident that the newly established Normal Schouls, sunl in
fact all ather schools inust sufler materially from such a state of
things. The competition 1o be eaconmered with teachers, who
should never have received diplomas, will prevent many young
men from submitting to the privations they must undergoe, m order
10 prepare themselves for the profession of teachers.

1 aun far from being convinced that the provisions of the new Jaw
whicl permtits the appoiutment of a Boanl of Examiness for each
County, is calculated 1o redress the gricvauce complaiued of. {n
these new boards, many other reasons for indulging applicants will
be added 10 those \vhic{\ already exist, and that have influenced to
such a degree the present examnimers.

I am perfectly aware of the inconvenience to which teachers
residing in the remote pants of the province e submitted while
they have to travel such distanices in order to present themselves
for examination before tha board established in the great judicial
distnicts, but as, on the other hand, the principal disadvantages to
bz feared from the increase in the number of boands will, m my
opinion be the umiversainty and the lasting character of the diplomas
which they will be permutted 10 geant, 1 think that the abuses,
might be averted, and the whabitants of the more remate districts
satistied by hmiung the power granted 1o these county boards.  In

the first place the permussion to teach, granted by their diplomas
should not extend beyond their county, 2nd they should be renewed
every three or four yeats ; further, these boards should only be
allowed 1o grant elementary school diplomas, As however {ora
few years 1o come, there might be sume objection 1o the Nurmal
Schools being alone empowered to grant diplomas authorising
teaching in academies and tmodel schiouls, wud permanent diplomas
for clementary schools, having a general effect throughout the Pro-
vinee, ore or more buards should be established mvested with ltke
powers. A very strict and detailed program should be enjoined by
the Counci! of Public Instruction, as also a system of poinits or notes
as followed in the universities, and the examuaation should be assi-
miluted as much as possible, to that undergone by the students of
the Normul Schools.

‘The municipal council should be boumd to provide for the ealary
of the Seeretuy Treasurer of the County Board, as well as for s
comtivgent expenses; and to furnish a proper place for its meet
ings 3 no fee shoukd be exacled from any candidate for diploma or
certificate.  The warden, of the county should be, a member ez
officio, of the Board of Examiners.

The central board, (or the district board, should it be deemed
expedient to establish several) should be composed of persous who
have devoted themselves to sume branch of serence, and who have
severally auained pre-eminence in the favorite subject of their
studies.” An amount, suflicient, partially to indemmfy them for
the time devoted to the duties of their office, should be placed at
their disposal, and divided among them in proportion to their punc-
ality in sttending the meetings of the board.

Noutwithstanding the o geeat readiness in granting diplomas,
with which the present examiners are reproachcﬁ, I must, however,
admit, that the clause of the last law rendering the obtaining diplo-
mas obligatory as weil on the part of female asof male teachers
has had’a most excellent effect. The diploma has becumne an
fnstitution, and that is & great point gained.

it is besides evident that so many candidates of both seaes
wotld never have presented themselves for examination, unless
areat portion of them, at least, had previously prepared thewselves,
and gained that knowledge which they certainly would never have
acquired without <uch preparation.  Several teachers now studymg
in the Narmal Schiools have admitted 1o me that, unless they ha
been obliged to obtain diplomas, they never would have dreamt of
making <o great a sacrifice of either time or money, but as they
had 1o submit to un examination, they preferred preparing them-
selves by a course of study, to obtain a Normal School diploma.

These remarks lead me to speak of the Normal Schools, as con-
neeted with the most important of all the provisions contained in
the laws lately passed for the promotion of education. 1 have
spared no pains suitably to put ‘n force the praiseworthy intentions
of the Legislature, and I am bound to eXpress the most lively
feelings of aratitude in acknowledging its promptitude rud liberality,
whereby [ was cnabled to carry outseveral of the seforms suggested
by me in my first repost, aud more especially the establishment ot
these jnstitntions.  Falso consider it due to the Executive Goveru-
ment to state that all the suggestions which 1 deemed it my duty
to submit relative to the establishment of the Normal Schools, as
well as to ali the other measures to which I shall have to refer in
this report, invariably met with the most prompt and kind attention.

All that part of the Report which relates to the organisa-
tion of the Normal Schools, contains nothing which is not
already kuown to our readers. Teachers will be gratificd
at the following suggestions:

I considered it 1y duty to take advantage of the inauzuration of
the Normal Schools for the purpose ol establishing Teachers®
Associations in connection with cach of them. Atz time when a
formidable competition was about to be entered into with the
actual teachers, it appeared to be nothing more than just, that the
advantage o7 conferences at which they could discuss amony them-
selves, ot hear discussed by the Professors of cach schoul, pedago-
wrical questinas, in which they are so especinlly interested, should

rocured {or those amony them who ceald not atiend regularly
at the Normal Schools.

These associations will be hereafter divided into sections, and it
is very desimble that a good library should be established at the
chef-licu of cach scction. I would beg 1o suggest that a certain
sum be appropriated by the Legislature for this object, and T have
no hesitation in stating that such a graut would be as beneficral in
its effects, if not more so, than the grants annvally made m favor
of literary societics and Mcchanics® Institutes. The establishment
of Teachers® Associations, has been attended with the mest happy




