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The Ottor.
One of the meet interesting as iveil as the

valuiabie fur predu-ing animale fonnd about
Cajiediati rivet~s le the otter; it le a wandering
creaiture posseasod ot many cairions and inter-
esting traite et character. The otter la exccedl-
ing!y social and is eitber found in pairs or in
fanmilias of four or fivo. J» irinter tho otters
travel as much as they do in sominer aud !ol
low the course of rivers, eoinctimes abnv, Ltîo
ice and somoctimer unde- qcûmîngly nover n~t a
toas te find an opeîîing wiîere brîssh or fallen
timber bias kopt the enew from tîte surface of
the water aud preventedl Ico frein formaing A
snowy night is a tinte et grcat onjoynient te
the otters and oni sluei occasion tiiere acns te
ho a period ' icaeral, fetivity and a gathering
of all tiiý -.oru in the neighiborhiood. Ottors
posaces a t )markahio knowiodge of tlîe position
eorf '' and ivill frcquently travel soveral
miles througli the woods front otie stream te
anothor, almvays solccting that point whore the
atreanis approach nearest te eachi other. Thcse
excursions arn attended trith saine danger, for
the otter bat 'tte speed on land although pos.
sessed et amazing activity in ivater. Owing te
the shortnu of its legs and the lcngth of its
body, the etter drage iris beily iii tue snow wbcn
travelling and leaves ai trait as if a buge serpent
had paased along. The yonng ettere make
their appearance quite early ln the spriog ,
gecerally there are fivo or six and are tue most
active and playful little acatures imnaginable.
In the early spring wlien tho ico has disappear-
cd tho otters fertu slides or places ef resc rt,
generally eelecting islands or points ef land
that projeet into the latta or river ; at thoe
places tho animale scoin te, spettd a portion of
their tinte aliding down the baask inte lie watcr,
rolling about on the sisore ansd baviîg a kiod of
an aquatte pic-nie. Tho fur of tho otter le the
finest, most beautiful, most v.ainable aid meet
lasting ef an:' fur produced in tho country.
The etter feeds upon fish enly and will net
teuci the flesh of animals -Pilot Monnd Set.
tiitel.

The ilat flutios.
The wholesale btat trade of Montreal andi

Toronto are extremealy dissatie4 , t tho pro.
posed change in tariff.

They feel satiefied that tho preseut duty o
25 per cent, is quite sufl'teient te proteet our
manufacturers, tund among the deputation that
iveut te Ott.awa te express their dissatistaction
at the charge was a manufacturer et wool bats
and one fur bats, the-se two manufacturerae x-
preesed themseives as sufficiontly protectcd wîth
25 per cent,, and showed te both tIse Hon.
Messrs. Foster and Boîvell that there was ne
necessity whatever for sncb change. As it ivas,
the manufacturer geL the wooi or fur, tise bind.
ings, sweat leathers, and linings fr~o ef duty,
the only duty they pay is on tweeds nnd dye
etufib, ivhich amounts ta about 3c per biat, ansd
on this 3e a duty ef 20 per cent. paid, which
amounts te a little over hait a cent per bat.
The manufacturera are proteeted te the extent
of 421 r.er cent aetually, that la 25 per cent.
and i7ý per cent. fer freiglit, cases, boxes,
shipping, charges and insurances. It was quiet.
ly expiainedl by thse doputation that if a manu-
facturer could net znake bis bats with such
protection in bis laver, ho lacked abiiity and
.knowledgo of bis business, anid the Governnxent
te make up for what ho ltoke ln that respet

For titis reason titeso amail manufacturera
wanted a duty et oniy 35 por cenît. ad valorern
and 50e per (toton on wool and etrav btats, and
30 per cent. adl valorcîts and $1,50 on fur bas,
and it le boliovedl thnt if te ]lard ef Trade
ball tit takeon uiticeof et anti expressed tieir
dieapprovre., teora watt a possibiiity of it holng
earriue% out. flowover, en the Dowv resolutions
anpearing, tise uew tariff rcad 3u pur cenL. on
wool anti straw bats and 20 per cent. kud $l.50
epeciflo dnty ou for lis. Sinct, tho rosolution
ivas issîîed anothur depuitation visiýed Ottawa,
te urge an ad valorems dnty oit fur hate, anti
theroforo savo trouble and a. oyanco at tho
custoni bouse whuir 1ýazaing entrieu.-G;anad.an
Journal of Fgbics.

Opiions of the Tarif Ohauges.
TIse Motitreal Jotirurd of Pabrico bas been

iptervieviog sonso of the leading wiiolesalo
mnercbatt et that city, regardiug the recent
tariff changes, ivitis tho foiloiving rest:

E. B. Greeîîslieiles, ef S. GreotushieldB, Sote
& Co., ivbolesaio dry gonds dealers, said tiieso
continuai changes woro aggravating te the
tradle, and thù extravagant duties that were
being imposcd iu var- mte directions icro alien-
ating inany wbo are atherwiso in sympathy
îvith the preseut Governiment. In ne ltranch
of the textile trades iras thera any necd for an
inereased duty, and in more titan eue lino the
tariff ias alieaîiy unreasonahly lsigb. The
changes always loft Lte trade ln a state ef un.
cortainty, andi every change worked more or
tees of an injustice.

A. T. Galt, ef Gaît Bras. & Ce., thought the
recent incase a mistako. Spcaking as oe
wvit was interestcd iu several textile mille,
lie was ef opinion that the rates ef duty as
tboy existed beforo wvero quite bigb cnougb,
and bu bail on nie titan onu occasion oxpresed
titis opinion te ineisbers ef the Govertiment.
R{e was opposed te the inece in auy lino a!-
feeLing the dry gonds trade.

Mir. Greeno, of Greene & Sens Co., that
msanufacturers and iwltoleaale hatters said tho
proposed spcciflc duty did net include ivool
bats whicii their finm inanutactured, se that
the si8iit increase in the ad valoreun duty on
aIl bats, whcn balaticed againset thse duty pro.
poscdai o bat sîveat bauds, lett tîtein about
where thcy were before. They ivere quite
satiefied witb titis and wotld even say that Lte.
old duty of '25 per cent. was quite enougb.
Manufacturera wo aiec aiways ciamorisg for a
bigh tariff ma:ke a mistalie. Taking the inter.
est of the consumer and tho manufacturer iste
account, a duty of 25 per cent. was qnito bigis
enough on any geods, snd hie flrm %vera quite
willing te bo left te their fate ii a fair competi.
tien with forcign trado. The invariable effect
et a !sigh duty ivas taestimulato thse home manu.
factîtrers te over-produetion, snd tho eventual-
ly lest more threîîgb this over.production than
they at first gained by tho bigla duties. This
the btat manufacturera wonld fiud when tee
late, as other over.atimuiated intereats bave
fGund. If tho tariff muet bo raiscd, lotit bc an
ad valorem oe, for the majority of custems
officers could net tell a fur folt freom a wooi tait,
anti muei trouble %.ould arisen in levying Lto
duty.

The aillent et the change et duty on -..etic
acid, said a dealer in this article, will Det ho ta
stop the manufacture of vinegar frein acid, as
le the nominal rease», but simply to kill off thse

simall mnitittaoturre and thrnw thoir blusincu
into te 'iandil of the wcaltlîy Onlce.

JLmce A. Cantio, .ânotim~r dealer, saiti tl,0
Govoriimient htave tgjveuî t.e ineroaso lt th0
wrong ceni. TI'le lo%,ucr grades of the twve(.ds,
etc., had ilready consich'rably more protectiotn
thati tué' higlier classes, and by thia changeIR
tiredifl'e enco botiweon the two grades was 81j1î
greater. For instance on a Iight cues8 uf
8 ounco puodis costing 8ay 4 shillings and o
polnra, the eqivhaIent of a dollar, the ..ct
increaso by te duty would bring theu. to
about $1.25, white on a picce et 12 ounce
gonds costing ene shilling a yard the duty
would briaig it tu 371u. Iii othor wur,13 tho
protection given to une ulus le now 2.5 pir ccit.
white to the otiier iL le 50 per cent. Thus t'le
poor mati, who cautiouat afford iL, pays twiýx
as much duty on hie clotiies as tho richi tuit.

Anotitor dry geoodeialer said, that the dluties
in many linos 'vere preposterous. lu sgme
lines of liosiery ý;ho duties ainounteil to St)pet
cent., whte on certain classes uf colars and
cuffs the -epeciflo and ad valoem dutcea coin.
bined amouut te 115 per cent. -a scandaleus
imitat. On a certain cias of luînbernen's
shirts it castel 98 pur ceut. over the original
price to lay the down haro, owing to the gluty.
By tho new woolen duties the pour tutti ato
wvants a lieavy overcoat bas to pay te extra
Lax, white te the rich mani who buys a Iight
and expensive fabric the increase atiuuts t>
nothing.

Too biulih Wlioat
Perbaps thie ie as safG a solution of the te.

fusai of whoat tel advance in pricon as auy other
The ituporting countries ar few. The oxport
ing countries are competing with cadi other for
the favor of those countries wvhich must iimport.
Tho ares of arable land that lias beenq brokes,
the world over, in the past ton years, ie suffi
aient to make au empire; several of them, in
fact. Tho wheat supply lias more titan kept
Pace wvith the increased demand, whicl. %vouid
of itseif be sufficient te deaden the market for
both whoat atid fleur.

But there [s auotiier vory cogent reason %rhy,
aven in years ien we belIieved wcv wcere short
of wvhaat, ne advane, or hardly an appreciable
advance, took place in the pri-ce o wheat.
People do net cat as much wlicat as tormerly;
at toast, those people wbo in our own and for-
aigri ceuntries are not stratigers to White bread.
The bill of fare of civilized mati lias expauded
enormously ot late yeara. The immense quan
tities of cannedl andi preserved goutte that are
now censumed muet have supplanîedl sune
tbing. W~as it netbrcad, at lestvery iargely,
titat iras displaced by the entrance into the
niarkcts ofseomucicanticd food, and its irî
creasing cousumnption? W~e tliink deîdedlY
that it was, and that the per rapt ' " comuimp
tien of wheat in the UJnited Sta1tes has been
8teadily decliniog for years. We iloubt il it 15
now four busheis per capif a, ansd thiff fxt.
with the other cited, wilI anîply acourt for
the refusai of îvheat te advance in price in $Pite
of the most favorable outlooks. -Ainrloefl
IMilZer.

ft la runiored that the mission Of A. F.
Gault te England, for tho purpose of dispasig
of thse Canadian cotton mille, bas becXl sccm.
fui. Only one miii îas rctused te coter the
combine.


