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plete, unernbarrassed by congressional interference, is daiy
coming to be recognixed as a publie riisfortune. The dexzerity of
PreMidents is* repeatedly called upon to overcome the deficiencies
di ff î osittn R aster -stroke- d taecr a former
President, Mr. Cleveland, at an eveni more critical moment,
obtained the necessary commiand of the situation. The Vene-
zuela excitement was rapidly approaching a dangerous heigbt. It
was important to tide over the danger of the hour by mears of a
dllatory diplonatic commission. It was equally necessary, ta ii.ake
the expedient effective, that the President should acquire sole
power of determining the personne! of the c-)mmission, free from
the confirmatory control which the constitution vests in the Senate.
To attain this end Mr. Cleveland paralyzed Congress by a mes-
sage, sa unexpected in its fierceness arnd boldne5s, that the Senate,
in the sui-prise of the moment and under compulsion of popular
cnthusiasm, was obliged to surrender its contrai, and confer on
the President the untrammelled power lie demanded. He seized
the opportunity to carry out his plan by selecting a commission,
of the learned, diplomiatic and judicial quality lie had intended, in
place of one composed of furiaus politicians. The calculated delib-
eratian of this commission carried the n~ation past th~e danger
point, and delivered civilization frani an imminent peril. In issuîng
his startling and apparently violent proclamation, the President
was simply borrowing the device of the Narth American Indian,

14when threatened by a prairie fire. Ne set fire ta leeward, and
made a place af safety, in advance of the appraaching conflagra-
tion. I hope that histary wvill render belated justice ta Mr. Cleve-
land, and that future generatians of English-speaking nations meill
acknowledge their debt ta his statecraft and courage. To his sole
prenieditated act it %vas owing thiat the war guns of the United
States did not wake froni their silence three years earlier, ta spend
thecir thunders in a more atrocious and unnatural war, against a

j thousand-fold mare formidable foe.
Mr. McKinley appears ta have soughit ta maintain the higher

traditions of Presidential statemanship. It is evident that the
President recognized, as a statesman, that, in a conflict with a
Eutrapean nation, other European nations might at sanie tume or
other claim a vaice. He, therefore, with prudent foresighit, desired
ta fortify the action of bis country oy keeping as ciosely as pos-
sible ta Enropean precedent. Sncb precedent was ta be found in
the action of the concert of Europe in the case of Crete, Thiat action
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