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Ou~Lr 4.oitrtbutors.
SOUE STRONG CANDIDATES PRETT}' SURE

TO RUAý

11V KNOXON1AN.

The air is îhick with talk about the comparative strength
ai candidates. Prominent ctîrens are being weighed and
measured and cxamîned in variaus ather ways ta ascertain
their ftness for carrying the party colours. Tht man innst
iikely ta win usually gets the nomination. WVhether that is
the besi way ta govern a country or not wc cant say. Party
government makes it a necessity. If there îs anything botter
than party gavernmimEt lt those who know the licter way
bring out their plan and lay it befare tht people. t is easy
ta shaut about tht evils ai tht party system. Anything human
bas drawbacks connected with it. Ecclesiastical procedure
is a long way iroîn perftction, ifyou know samething better
than party goverfiment bring on your plan.

Tht party liste arteflot made up yet, but we know severai
strong candidates who are pretty sure ta bc in the field. Our
list was flot abtained from tht party managers. Wt are flot
in the confidence af tht Conservative party ta any great ex-
tent. Mlr. Laurier did flot bonour us with a caîl when he
came west. We have flot beard whtther tht Equai Rights
Association intend putting any candidates in the field or
whetber thty consider that their work was finisbed in lune.
Tht officiai party organizers bave not the honaur ai aur ac-
quintance and we bave therefare received fia confidential
information about candidates (rom iMessrs. Birmingham and
Preston. Our list is made up (rom aur knowledge ai humnan
nature, combined with a slight observation ai modern dec-
tioneering methods.

On tht whole we think Mr. H-ardcar.'s will be about the
strongesi candidate in tht field if iecornmes out. Hardcash
i an aId candidate. Unfortunately for tht country he bas
had great experience in lectian conteste. Ht can carry any
close constituency. Fat bc it (rom us ta sal that ait or any-
tbing like ail tht members ai any party in any coneîhîuency
can bc bought witb money. That would bc a libel an tht
country. We hope there are scores ai men in bath parties
wba would promptly kick Mr. Hardcasb off their farms or oui
ai their place ai business if he offered ta bribethtem. Buy-
ing up a constituency dots nat necessarily mean buying a
large number ai voters. Ail it means in a close constituency
is buying tht few scalawags who hold tht balance ai power.
Mr. Hardcash cao aiways do that and as a consequence be
can always carry tht consiituency Ont ai tht reasone wby
Hardc2sh is a strang candidate is because be can work
quietly in ail parts ai tht constituency ai tht camne time. Ht
works silently on tht back streets and back concessions and
you neyer know wbat he bas been daing unîes it cames out
in an election court.it d-ýes flot aiways nor ail came oui.
It is a foui disgract ta this country that Mr. Hardcash shauld
be thte trongesi possible candidate in many constituencies but
it is a fact-a diegraceflul, damoing fact, but ait tht came a
fact.it shauld make Canadians (rom Halifax ta Vancouver
bang their heade with shame that a good, intelligent, able but
comparatively poor man bas fia chance in many constituen-
dies againet bloated money bage. We occasionally bear allu-
sions ta muskets and other weapons when public affairs are
being discussed. Let it be understood ail round and once for
ail that Canada will flot be a country fit ta live in, much less a
country worîh flghting for, should tht day ever came when a
bloated, purse.pmoud bully can beat a gaod citizen ai the poilis
just because the bully is rich and tht gond citizen poor. Na
decent man would care ta be even buried in a country that
crouched before vulgar, ili-gotten wealth, and despised re-
spectable brainy poverty.

Mr. Shakrhand is a strang candidate. Hc gots around
smiiing and smirkin,« and shaking bande and ask"ng for tht
wiie and cbildrcn. Sometimes he asks for tht wiie when
there is fia wife and for tht cbildren in cases in which sa far
none have put in an appearance. Mr. Shakehands may lie a

good enougb man or he may be a dycd-in-the-wool humbug.
01 course it is a gaod thing ta be civil and ta have a nice
manner and ail that but we should neyer (orget that a man
C. may smile and smile anîd bc a villain." It is humiliating ta
think that sa many leciors attacb mare importance ta a smilc
and a bandsbake than îbey do ta character and principle.
Tht cynical cantempt that some public men have for human
nature arises largely iom tht faci that many peope aîtmch
much more importance ta a litile persanal attention than îhey
do ta tht mosi important principles.

Mr. Prorniser is a power(ul candidate. Ht gots intoaa
constiiuency and promises tht people everythîng. A railroad
or a canal, or a custom bouse, or a wharf, or a new post office,
or a fat Governnmeni berth is notbing ta hîm. Why should
it be? If a man is in tht pramising business it is jusi as easy
ta inake a promise ai a railroad a îhousand miles long as ta
tell an electar that be wili bc appointed Paund-kceper. lit
takes vemv huitt more trne or effort ta promise a bundred men
positions thaxi ta promise ton. Promises are easily made.
Mr. Promiser le fmot as trang a candidate in Protshytemian
communities as bc is lu saine others. We could maane tht
kind ai people that take most kindly ta Mr. Pramiser but we
won't'

Mr. .Humbug is a strang candidate and be ufle ln many
constituencies. Ht is flot quite sa successiol among Preshy-
teeians as among severai ather kinds ai people we knaw ai.
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Mr. Porn>5osity doet. ?airîy welI in cilles but runs poorly in~
the rural districts. He does flot take well with the farmers.

Mr. Briass is a strang candidate anywhere. The power of
a brassy check in elections h smply marvellous. Wonderful
the number of people who will take a brazen puppy at bis
own estimate, cspecially if bc cornes (rom a large city.

Mr. Blather.rkite is not as strong as he once was, stili he
runs well in ignorant communities.

If these and several other candidates are strong the
people thernselves areta blame. There is no sort af sense ini
hamniering away ai the party system, or ai thetfortu of gov-
ernment, or al popular institutions. Tht people are the foun-
tain of power and if they honaur unworthy mnen the fault is
their awn. Any number of goad men are willing to serve in
Parlininent. If the people have not sense or princîple enaugh
ta send them there the people must just suifer. That ka aIl
there is of it. There is a sufficient number af able, patriotic
men in both parties ta form hait a doien Parliaments. Only
two hundred and eleven are iyantect. Five times that number
ut good able men could bc found If the people are too indo-
lent or too stupid to find them and sendl îhem to Ottawa tht
people must just take tht coosequences.

UNJTY IN ROUE MISSION WVORK.

Tht following remarks werc made ini the Barrie Presbytery
by Rev. D. D. McLeod in support of his motion ta unite
Christian Churches in home mission aperations. This is tht
motion :

That the Presbytery appoint a committee consisting 01
Messrs. Finlay, Moodie, Grant and the mover ta confer wîth
the chairmen af the districts af tht Methodist Church
embraced in tht bounds of this Presbytery and any brethren
these may associate with them for sucb conférence. In re-
gard ta those mission fields or other fields in which it is not
desirable or necessary that two congregations shauld be
maintained, and ta suggest such a course (or the adoption of
ten memhe.rs af tht respective Churches as may conduce ta
the better maintenance ai divine ordinances amang themn, and
also ta suggest a mode af procedure whereby cîther Church in
entering upon a new field within thest bounds may work in
harmbny with the other sa that one strong cangregatian may
bc established in such fields under tht autborîty ai ont or
other af tht Churches. Tht motion was carried.

This motion bears non a specific point in aur Home Mis-
sion operatians, namely, those cases in which tht population
is sparse, and in whîch it is flot in the interests af religion
ta have weak congregatians struggling for existence in a spirit
of sectarian rivalry or in any other spirit. Il only touches
on this particular case, and in the discussion ai ilthiis should
be borne in mmnd. That there are such cases in whicl, money
is being unnecessarily exptnded in tht effort ta keep up two
Churches where ont would suffice, no ane will deny. This
motion sîmply raises the question, wheher evangelical Chris.
tians might not in such fields unite in securîng Gospel ordin-
ances from ntu own or tht Methodiat Church, rather than
seek ta sustain two Churches among them. The motion 1
have no doubt will meci wîth strong opposition. It bas already
been objected ta as unconstîtutional. But this abjection must
be offéred ini forgetiulness af tht action whîch aur Church bas
already taken on thîs sublect. Such ca-operation as thiîs
motion suggests was brought before the A-,sembly in tht year
i836, and was sent down ta Presbyteries for their judgment.
In 1887 the-Presbyteries reported -and in vîew ofithe returfis
front the Presbyteries-" hI was mavi by Professor Scrim-
ger, duly seconded and agreed ta, that tht report on eccle-
siasticai co-operation bc receîved, that in view ai tht returns
from Presbyteries tht Asstmbly approve of the effort
ta attain tht abject aîmed at in tht returus for ecclesiastical
ca-aperation, but refers tht matter ta tht several Preibyteries
and Synods ta take such action as they may deem best." Tht
motion, theretore, is constitutional, as indted 1 regard it even
îhough no such action had been taken by tht Assembly on
tht subject.

But there will be no doubt some opposition ofcred to it
apart from this. There are certain quarters froîn which oppo-
sition ta any liberal measure, or any measure which is a
departure from use and wont, may be expected. Opposition
may always be expected frorn tht officiai spirit in the Churcb
ta such a measure. That bas aiways been ane chîi barrier
ta progress ir. tht Church ai Christ. And such is an import-
ant barrier now ta thai pragress in aur home mission work
which should be maintained. Then there is tht sectarian
spirit which allen clatheà itself in tht garment ai zeal for
orthudoxy and the Gospel, from whicb opposition may bc
expected. There will no doubt also be some who, on the
merits af tht case, do flot approve ai such a movt.oeent. Also
from the pcople themselves ai tht Churches concerned tberL'
may arise opposition ta any such effort as the motion conteni-
plates. But notwithstanding ail this tht principle af tht
ino.ioîz has already commtnded utsel1ta the btst men ai bath
churches, bas received tht seai ai tht Assembly's approval,
and is in barmony with tht spirit af tht Gospel we preach.
It is a ineasure ai practical wisdam suited ta thtemiergcncy
contemplattdl and sacrificing noa interest. Same of our most
intelligent inembers have repeattdly advocattd such a meas-
ure, and would regard il t endinR ta advance the intereats
of religion, in tht localities referred ta. There't,-t 1 respect.
fully submit iltot the judgment af the Presbytcry, believing
tbat tht discussion af it will bc useflîl even though il sboula
flot bc adopted.

(FitaiuAity iffl, 1891.

It dots not touch except very slightly the question naw
and allen discîîssed, ai the beiter supply of our weaker mis-
sion stations witb Gospel ardinances. But on this quçstion 1
would like ta say a few words. My conviction is, frirînwbat
I have seen ai aur home mission work, that so long as tht
prmaient methods arc continued ai treating thtse stations, tht
mnoney of the Churcb la being wasted, tht people are inade-
quately supplied witb ordinances, and memberis are heing last
ta aur Church. And 1 believe further shat there is no need
lor ibis state ai things. Vbat is required in thet fields is flot
merely tht casual service ai students and catt> ,sts, but a
supply ai Gospel ordinances including the adm....tration ai
tht sacraments by an ardained preacher. And thîs which is
required could bc secured, if it was demonstratedl ta tht
Church that it was necessary. To look for belpa by " compel-
ling tht students ta volunteer"1'a year at mission work belote
license, appears ta me a measure fitted ta produce irritation,
and quite inadequate ta accomplisb tht intended resuit.

Let us sec wbat has ta be donc. According ta tht state-
menti recently made by authority, there are 150 stations under
the Presbytery care-according ta Lilue Book i8go-these
comprise 1,863 cammuntcants, î.28s families, and average
Sabbath attendance of 4,78S. To supply the.se with ordin-
ances tht Home Mission Committet grants $4,192, and tht
amoutnt paid ta stations for supply for year ta Match, î8go,
was 56,043 ; totszl 510,235. Sa that for th;e 1,863 communi-
cants, tht 1,281 families-the attendant! 4.785 -the sum ai
$10,235 wai paid oui lait year. And tht prnblem is, how best
ta expend that amount in eecuring regular supply for these
people throughout the year. We sbould then ascertain wbich
ai thest stations might bc discontinued, which ai tbemi might
wisely be allawed ta amalgamait witb Christians ai another
Church, and then consider how ta deal with tht remainder.
Probably we will bc told there can be no diminution ai ibis
ant bundred and filty allowed. Suppose it ta be so. Tht
question remains, are these stations being deveioped as they
might be by aur present mcthods, by haffyearly stipply, sin-
dent and catechist supply ? No ane will say that ihey are.
Na ont can say tbey ever will be. or ever coutld be expected
ta be developed as they shoîîld bt by any sucb methods.
Hence tht (mci remains, that tht yeatly expenditure gace an
and in many instances no progress is made, nor ever will be
madea is it might and ought ta be in flot a few cases.Il is
my conviction that tht Church's money is flot wisely expended
in these fields, and that the cheese-paring palicv fiten applied
ta therra by those in authority is a wasttiul policy. Furîber,
it is an entirely erroneaus vîew wbich holds lhian tht Home
Mission Commttet canfers a boon an FBarrie7or any ather
Presbytery, because in the Providence ai Gid there being a
large mission field in these Presbyteries they receive an
exccptionally large grant campared wiîh ailier Presbyteries.
Z aiso deny the justice ai that pracedure which encourages
tht Presbytery ta do mission wark, and then leaves il ta pay
unforeseen arrears and expenses out ai ils own purse, ta
tht uniortunate maissionaries whom the people ai the statioùs
bave been unable ta pay. Sucb a course ai action is
neither wise nor just nor is iî necessary. And 1 tatally dis-
sent irom tht views ai aur Presbytery's Convener on ibis
point. But 1 return ro the metbod ai aeaiing with tbese sta-
tions, and tht method I would suggest with aIl respect, know-
ing weJl the futility ai doing sa, is Iis. 1 would instruct aur
superintendent, aided by tht Presbytery's Home Mission
Committet, ta report on tht number ai groups intj which
these t5o stations might bc divided alter making tht deduc-
tion above re(erred ta. And would proceed with ait possible
despatch to place over these graups ai four or five or six or
more as tht case might be, an ordaized missionary ai a sai-
ary on which he could lave and !ctep a horst (and bore 1 can-
neai refrain from sayinR, ihai the physicai toit required af
some ai aut home mîssianarits and catecbists is an unneces-
sary and uselesis srcriflcn-, and is a discredit ta tht intelli-
gence ai aur Churcb). Then lei these miseionarits if neces-
sary in larger fields have assistý..,.- (rom a caîecbist. Such
a policy bas alreaciy been tv. a emaîl extt-* adzpted, and in
ever case known ta me witl large success. Tht whole pro-
cesaf such a methad ai de.iing with these stations in this
manner cannat litre bc ent% d inta. But it is a method
whicb is reasonabît and passibit and whicb would give hon-
ourable work ta many ministers and Gospel ardinances ta ail
aur statians, and I offer ibis 'týation simply as anc small step
in tht direction ai solvîng ibis difficult problem. A sîepa which
miay practically bc ai litile effect, yet one which wisdomn would
dictat and whîcb compromises no principle, but rathier would
have a beneficial effeci on aur own and the other Churcb
interested.

I am aware as already stated ibat any plan propascid in
this case flot emanating (rani tht officiai circle will be ai
once condemned, or ignored, anîd that it wili bc very tasyto
raise many abjections ta any departure (ram use and want
or ta a proposai ta appiy more rigorously and generaily a
plan wbicb is nlot new, and wbicb does flot praiess ta be.
But, bowever rigorousiy it may bc objected ta, the iacts
remain unatrable witnesses ta tht ineffiCiency ai present
meîhods. Tht remedies suggeeted tstify ta tht conviction
an tht part ai even santie ai tht Home Mission Cammîttet
that beter inethods are required. This mucb, therefore, cal-
neot be dispntèd. And tht remedies ai summer sessions, and
a year's cmployment ai iicensed studenîs even if adapted,
wouid still &cave the main requireunent nntouched, namnell,'
tht need in these fields af ardained men by whose laboui:
ouly caza :hç çpils af the Church bc accamplised. Oâti


