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bly. It is trne that new dennminations, anxious to make proeclytee, have
sometimen shown a disposition to gather fiom all «quartere, with litile ree
gard to peculiar principlea  Bat it ouglit to be remembered, on the one
hand, that the Relief Preshytery set ot with libeeal principles, express.
ing their readincss to extend the fellowship of the’r Church, ircespective
of sectarian peeuliatities s and, on tlie other hand, it is well known, that
the varions exidting denominations were greatly fettered by their respec.
tive peculiatitios ; and it can easily be conceived that individuals from all
these denominations felt themeelvea circumectibed by the resteaints of the
bodies to whicli they adliered, and tound this new denomination of lie.
lief, a source of relief 10 themaclves,  Besidea, the peculiar principles of
the Secesdion, nnil Neformed Preshyteriane, in particnlar, at that time,
were such a< to prevent many who were connected with the Fstablish-
ed Church, but disppproved of its corruptions, from joining these bodics;
and thus this new body of Relief did open & door for them into which
they could enter with a clear conscience.

The fact is, that there was hoth gcape and oceasion for such a denomi-
nation, as the Relief professed to be, at the time it was organized ; and
the hand of Providence was secn in leading to its formation, agit induced
wany wlo were dissatisfied with the Eaiablishment, but who could not
enter into some of the peculiarities of the cxisting dissenting bodies, to
unite on those liberal principles which were now set forth., ** Hence,”
snys Dr. McKerrow, in his History of the Sceeszsion Church, * it does not
appear that the formation of the Reliefl Preshytery had any influence in
impeding the progress of the Secesaion in cither of its ranches, By
opening a wiler door of scparation than that which the Scceseion had
previously opened, many were thereby induced to leave the mother
church, who might otherwise have remamed 1n her comiunion ; and by
thusincreasing the number of scparatists, it tended to weaken the power of
the Establishment, Tt at this eatly penod, the Sccession and the Re-
lief seldom, if ever, crossed one another's pathis, as betwixt the ground
which each ocenpied, there was a strong line of demarcation drawn.”

Although the differences between the Rehef Church and the separate
Churchies of the Secession, are now almost forgotten, yet at that period
they were fully apparent, and to tnany appeared formidable. Tt ia, theres
fore, not surprising that in the circumatances 10 wlich we have referred,
a war of opinion should have broken out ; and that pamphlcts should have
been written on all sides on the questions of diffeience among these dif-
ferent denominations, But tlus served the purpose of illiciting truth, and
preparing for that gradual approxmation which has already Lrought them
into harmonious union.

Tt was fully twenty years after Mr. Galleapic's deposition, that the min-
isters of the Relief Church had increased to that extent as to warrant,
and render neceesary, their erection into a Synod, Before this, indeed,
they were ranged into two Presbyteries—the Eastern and the Western.
In the year 3772 these Presbyteries net together to consult about the
propriety of constituting themselves into & Synald, and arrangiag them-
selves under several Presbyteries. This was agreed to, and done ac-
cordingly. We have not, hawever, the tneans, at present, of giving the
names or the number of those who at fiest composed the Synod of Re-
lief. Butii wasin the year 1773 that the first meeting of this Synod
was held,

Haviag now brought forward our account of the Relief Church, as of
the two Secession Churches, into full shape and organization, in their Sy-
nodical capacity, we shall leave them here, reserving some account of
their ecclenastical operations, in their distinet and separate state, till we
have overtaken something of this kind in respect t> each of the branches
of the Seceseion.

In a few papers, therefore, which may follow, we purpose to look at
the Burgher, the Anti-Burgher, and the Relief Synods, as distinet de-
nominations of christians, conducting their operatione, chiefly on the field of
their awn country, yet also as extending thieir influence and operations to
remote parts of the earth.

(To be continued.)

"TITLES OF TIIE PSALMS.

“

The question has been asked, with especial interest, Whether were
the titles to the Pralms prefixed by their authors, or were they added in
sobsequent time by somo unknown person? Tt has heen nseonod that
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there i@ a manifest analogy between these titles and the subseriptions te
the Apastalical Epistles, which are universally admitied to be tlie addi-

tlons of 2 later age 3 and thig, it has been alleged, is a strang presump-

tive proof againat the originality of the superscriptions of tho Psaling,—
'{hnt there is a slight analogy cannot bo depizd, thongh it 18 gencrally
pursued too far 3 and it has been almost uniformly forgotten that a tmete
preeuniption ean nover invaliddte a positive argument. The titles in
questlon coultl not litve been prefixed by anj uninspired writer hetweer?
the death of Malachi and tho bisth of Chrigt ; for those who made the
Septuagint version from the Hebrew jnto the Greek, made ont of thent
no intelligible sense, plainly showing that they were not then understood.
Besides, a)) the Psalins have titles, with the eaception of thirty-four, called
in the Babylonish ‘I'alnud, Orphan Pealms ; and here the question natu-
rally rises, If the titles wero not added by their respective authors, on
what principle did a later writer profix themn to somo Psalms and with-
hold them from others? ‘I'to superscriptions to David's Pualms aro
bold, original and independent ; whilo those ewployced by his singers,
Asgaph, Korah, and Ileman, aro generally borrowed from him, as pro

cininently * the sweet singer of Tsrael.”  But if they were the invention
of a later age, why should this vule nover oreversedt  Why sliould the
word « Selah,” and the plirase, * T'o the chief musician,” only occur in
Psalins cither by David or his singers?  Such circumstances bear too
manifest marks of design and original intention, to be the random
gucsses of any uninspired man.  And henco we infer that the titles pre-
fixed to the Psaling form part of the word of God, and that when rightly
understood, aro * profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for
instrnction in rightcousness.”

The originality of the titles to the Paalms may bo conclusively proved
from tho fact that similar inscriptions are prefixed to poems, written
cither contemporancously with the Psalins or a considerable perivd after
them.  As an examplo of the former kind wo may refer to David'a la-
mentation over Saul and Jonathan. Tt is atyled tho Bow, a designation
oxactly similar to the enigmatic superscriptions of many of the Paalms.
Tt isindeed strangely called in our Enghsh version, “the uso of tho
bow,” ag if Navid had commanded the Israclites to bo tanght the literal
nze of thoe bow, that thoy might bo better able to repel any future attack
of tho Philistinca.  But tho titlo has manifest refercuce to tho clegy it-
self, and not to tho art of war ; as is evident by omitting the supplemen-
tal words, printed in italics, “the nse of.”” 1o bade them teach tho
children of Isracl The Bow: “behold it—tho Bow song—is written in
the book of Jasher.”” 2 Sam. i. 18.

As an undoubted instance of imitation, wo may take the title prefixed
to Hezckiali's prayer,—*“a writing of Hezekiah, tho king of Judah,
when ho was sick, and recovered from his sickness.””  Isaizh xxxviii. 9.
‘ This is the title, or inseription, of the following Psalm,” says Dr. Al-
exander, “not inserted by a copyist or compiler, but prefixed according
to the ancient oriental usage, by the author himself, and therefore form-
ing an integral part of the text.” It is admitted to have a distinet refer-
ence to the titles of such Psalms as these,—* Of David, a writing, when
the Philistine found him in Gath.”  “Of David, a writing, when he fled
before Saul, in the eave,” &c.

But, perhaps, one of the strongest proofs of the originality of tho titles
prefixed to the Psalins may be derived from the third chapter of Habak-
kuk. Thero are not only many dircet references in this chapter to tho
Psalms ; but Selah, a word peculiar to those Psalms composed by Da-
vid and his singers, occurs threo times in it, and tho beginning and con-
clusion of the chapter is evidently derived from the Davidic Psalms. It
is entitled—A. prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth, literally,
 wanderings,” an undoubted reference to Shiggaion, or # errings,” occurr-
ingin the title of the seventh Paalm.  The close ofthe chapter—+¢ T'o th»
chief musician on my stringed instruments”—is also the substance of the
title prefixed to several Psalms.  Thus the fact that titles are prefixed on
the one hand to hymns written about the samo time with the Psalms of
David ; and that tho sacred writers, on the other, who lived at'a compa-
ratively late period of the Jewish commonwealth, imitated the super-
seriptions of an carlicr age, is a clear proof that the titles of the Psalins
were prefived by their original authors; and are, therefore, “given by
inspiration of God.”” But the best mode of vindicating tho authentidity
of their titles i= to point out the meaning of such as are enigmatical and



