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A Lessen from a Plower.
A violet reised its purple bead
Oo o brooklet’'s muddy bank,

Aud o'er it spread in course displsy
A burdock wild and reok.

Qoe morping early she awoke
And took her dew-drop bath,
Just as I reached the grassy band

That graced the meadow path.

The sun was wiping off the tears
The dewy night had shed,

¥row every tender leaf and plant
That raised its glistening head,

The brooklet sang in noisy glee,
The violets on the brink

Could on its breast their fuces ses,
Beflected fiom the drink.

The waving grass, the tender elm,
The song-birds on the spray,
Seemed vieing with eseh other there

In 'mu‘ dey,

But while all neture scemed as gay
And happy as s bride,

Thie little toolish violet
Drooped down its head and sighed,

“Ab, me,” she said, my lot is hard,
It gives me such s shoek

To think what company 1 ku?l
That vulgar, nsuseous dock !

And, thep, to think it euts me off
From all the world outside ;

I must confess, for all eur fame,
I have s little pride,

The sun and moon and stars may shine,
The raiobow paint the sky.

But naught but shadow [ may see
While this vile weed is nigh.

But while the murmuriog violet spoke,
A storm-cloud epread its sail,

And poured from out its vight black folds
A witbering sbower of hail.

And when the blast had spent its power,
Aud the sun was out again,

The little murmuring flower alone
Was mistress of the plain.

The hated dock whose spreading leaf
Hung o'er the violet's head,

Had kept the rusbiog bail away,
While all the rest lay dead.

“I'll never murmur sny wore,”
The bappy violet spoke ;

“The darkest eloud may be a shield
To ward away s stroke !"

MORAL.
Don't murmur st your lot, my friend,
Whet seems 8 curse to-day
May prove a blessing in the end,
Iyn God's own perfect way.

— O B -

Mother.

Thou died’st when I was youny,
Whes most [ necded thee,

But i koow in yonder besven
Thy beppy soul is free ™"

pow, while Maggie remsins at bome,
She should sfier ber beau a little.”
They were gove, snd the elatter of horse’s
feet annou?ood that sister and Mark were
returning from their ride. I w
hand tightly to my heart to m-u‘
beatings, and looked from the window to see
bim spring to the ground and turn to arsist
ber. Her band lingered long in Lie, and
those dark eyes were bent on bhers as t
used to beam oo me alone; and when he
pressed his lijs to her delicate hand betore
relinquishiog it, I rushed to my own room,
locked the door, and threw myself on the bed
in a paroxyem of asoguish. For s time
everything seemed dark ; but by and by
glimmerings of hope, began to appear, and
I resolved to throw on a mask of smiles, and
appear gay and happy, for thet evening at
least, observe narrowly the two, and
haps [ should find my jealousy ua ed.
I arose l::: I::I‘wd u:l cyulin water. ‘::
wy darling tri opened it
bo’r. sod she said, —
- “m s o 4

%Better now."” .

“But you look quite ill, and your eyes
are swolleo. Let‘zne bathe your {ud,"

But [ eould net bear to have her toueh
me, and I suggested that I should be quite
easy if I reclined on the sofa.

“We bad a most delightful ride. You
know that old mill out on Martin Stream,
on that lonesome road, where it is all pine
trees, and the brook ecomes roaring and
dashing along ; well we went there, Mark
fastened the horse, and we went in and stop-
ped a loog while. Oh, 'twas splendid! The
air was heavy with the odor of fallen pine
tassels ; the birds and stream made music,
and I bad sueb exesllent company. Mag,
do you knew what a magoificen: fellow that
Mark of yoursis? I declare 1 am balf in
love with bim myself "

Btifling the dull heart-pain, I said,—

“Could you love bim enough to marry
bim, Annpie ?"

“Guess I could, and not half try, as we
used to say at school. Would you give him
te we if we were to fall in love ?”

4f it would be for your happiness, Anvie,
I would sserifice my own.”

Bhe turned away, but not before I saw a
blush mantle ber cheek.

In the evening I heard Mark's step upon
the walk, and Annie’s upon the stair as she
flew to meet bim. I went down stairs to
watch, and if pecessary to give my aimost
foolish idol to apother. [ stopped at the
parlor door an instant to recover myself, and
I heard their voices on the fiazza. The
room was empty ; I entered and approsched
the open window. They stood near; his
arm thrown around her waist, while her head
reclined on his breast; aod, witbout any
intention of playing eaves dropper, I heard
Annie utter these words : —

‘I do not think Maggie mistrusts any-
thing as yet, for I said earelessly to night,
*Would you give me Mark if we were to love
each other ?"' and she said, ‘Yes if necessary
to your happiness ;' and when she knews all
sbe will consent.” o
“) kuow she will, forshe isa ous,

s

They laid thee in the tomb,
I was too young to know

How much [ then had lost,
It was so long sgo.

I bave grown older pow,
And waeny times I’ve wept
When I bave thought of thee,
Though many yesars thou'st slept.
Thy grave 18 now o'ergrown
With rich snd verdant grass ;
A headstone warks its place,
I esnnot by it pass,

When spring shsll come again,
I'll eull the eboicest flowers
And plant them on thy mound,
To cach the early showers,
The birds will come and +ing,

And I shall sing there too
Some old familiar bymn,
Of hesven, bome and you.

And T will try to live,
While I sw bere below,
80 that when death shall come
T straight to heaven shall go.
And | shall see thee there,
Thoul't elasp me to thy besrt,
And sweet 'twill be to know
We never more shall part.
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The Betrayer.
BY ALYNE,

Y hated Mark Richardson. Shall T tell
you why? Qur house stood on a hill, and
sbeut three miles across she valley rose the

le, grey walls of the State Lunstic Asy-
um, 80d | koew in one of its rooms wan-
dered ope whose intellect was shattered, and
that at times bolts and chains were required
to keep her in subjection,

At my feet a8 I wriie, reclines s ohild
;l‘:yiu with ber pet dog, Floss. She bhas

lden eurls end deep blue eyes. Bhe is
the illegitimate ebild of my only sister, yoo-
der raviog msoise, snd Mark Ricbardson
ruined her.

Well do I rewsember the first time they
met, Mark snd [ were affisneed—were
s000 o ubite our destinies, and this broad
earth contained pot so happy s eresture as

. Annis was absent st sebool, bat
she was the weekly resipient of my letters,
eontaining expressions of my sct  bliss,
snd often wrote that she was soxious to see

noble girl ; but you will vot tell her ol til
we are married, darling 7"

“No, no; I strive to forget, it possible,
but she cannot love you as I do.”

“And T oerer loved as I love you, Annie,”
and he pressed ber eloser to bis heart in a
loving earess.

I waited no longer ; the terrible truth was
verified ; I was stronz, and going to my
writing desk I took all his letters, scaree
dariog to look at the familiar writiog lest T
should be uonerved-—all the little keepsakes,
curiosities brought from forsign lands, every-
thing he had given me, enclosed them in a
large wrapper, and wrote hiec name in a firm
hand ; theu stepping to the door I spoke
Aonie’s nsme ; she came instautly, and I
put them in her hands saying,—

“Hand these to Mr. Richardson, and §!
shall Jook for mine to-morrow. Allow me
to econgratulate you on your betrothal Your
lover, judging from dry knowledge of him,
will make a8 most faithful husband.”

These were bitter words ; but, reader, 1
had loved. I thenloved thst man; and
when I knew that she, my only sister, had
stolen that Jove from me, I beliese [ hated
ber. I closed the door and sat down te
thisk. How different from the supremely
happy being of a few months ago! Now I
was crusbhed—broken, no pride came to
aid; I could not look to God for assistance,
for I had forgotten him in my prosperity,
and | would not seek in adversity, Then I
remembered Mark's exclamation on first be-
bolding Annie, and also his remark as he
left us that night,—*“This evening I trust [
shall have the pleasure of seeing ber—you.”
Even then his thoughts were of ber, and this
had been inereasing and developing; and I,
in my blind, infataated love, had not seen
anytbing upusual,

ong [ sat in durkness; butat leogth I
beard the outer door open and close snd I
koew Mark had gone; snd Annie, offended
with my harsh words, would not seek me
again, 80 T retired, but little sleep visitad
my eyelids. The next morning I went
dowo stairs firmly resolved to show no traces
of emotion heneeforth, and well I suceeded.
Even when a package containing my return-
ed )etters was placed before me 1 manifested

Do surprise.

¥ or some days Mark remained away, but
soon he was a frequent visitor as 5
They rode and walked together, snd my

this par of mine, sad on the déy of her
returns Mark and I went to meet her. As
we into the ear Mark exclaimed,—

“What s vision of besuty !”

As I prerented bim, why did s eold thrill
rush over me? Was it s presentment of
cowingevil? The few miles intervenin
between us snd bome were quickly punj
over, and Mark after sccompanying us
the gate escused bimself, saying,—

“As Miss Mayoe is somewbat of s strang-
er in the family circle, snd pecessarily fa-
tigued, I will not intrude; but this evening

to

I will have the pleasure of mesting her,— |y,

,”"!
I
bus after events recalled them vividly.
Lnni’rg esme, snd with i;“ﬁlm ;:‘
Mark. Thetime passed rapidly, quite
a8 much of Mark’s sttention was dirested to
Aocnie 8s myself; but I was pleased that
they were mutuslly stirseted. My sister
was of s Jight etherisl style of besuty, while
1 wes plain and dark. Mark was with us
pearly all the time ; snd often, whes some
trifling indisposition or employment prevent-
od, the two would go oo walks snd rides
witbous me, but T no ovil , my frust

thought potbing of his last words then,

love (or passion, as I might sppropriately
term it,) was fast changing to scorn; but
nothing was said of marriage. People won-
::;'edudntnm affairs had takes, but
iog my d temper, none troubled

we with tburp::y ¥

One day Anaie came to me and said,-—

“Mark is goingto New York, and when
be returns we are to be married, but,
M.ﬁie, we might be

“And what chi

“Nothiog—only —"
“What is the matter Annie ? Why don't

|

hey | gether.

“Several, my dear Mirs Mayne; it is ab-
solutely necessary that I am in New York on
the 20th. I fear I should not be able to
to tear myself from my swecet bride, and
my business must be settled ; besides, I wish
to order my Anuie's bridal robe myself. T
intend our wedding shall be in a style to
astonish these country people, and you will
see how happily Aonie and I will live to-
pp e shall be quite a model e::ple

ut [ am quite ou see,packing,and—"’

The --?:.'ub:aing mep:ieth his alla-
sions to his future happiness, and almost
ordering me from the 10om; so I departed,
having gained nothing. He went.  Annie
had a letter from thégity on the 20; he
was coming soon, sad be painted in glowing
evlors their bliss

"The days passed but he came not, neither
did we receive any tidings. Days lengthen-
ed into weeks, and weeks to months. Busy
mouths began to circulate erael stories in
regard to my sister ; beartless sland as

Five months ffom the time Mark left
G , one day [ got s letter with a foreign
goshark, 1 carried it up stairs to Annie.

he took it, glanced at the writing, and the
beart-felt exclamation issued from her lips,—

“Thank God! He has not deserted me.”

1 sat by her as she broke the seal.  She
commenced reading ; her face recently grown
pale, changed to an ashy hue, and befora she
finished the few lines she fell at my fect, the
letter fel: from her nerveless hand, and she
was insensible. I placed ber on the bed and
sent for medical aid.  Before many hours
this little ebild was born, and my darling
sister was, as she is now, a maniac. Fhe
pever recovered her reason even for an in-
stant. I kept her with me as long as pos-
sible, but her frantic periods came oftener
and were of longer duration, and I was
obliged to send ber to the asylum.  That
fatal letter I picked from the floor, and
though I bave now destroyed it, I can re-
member every word as plainly as ifindelibly
impressed on the tablet of my heart. It
read thus,—

“Calcutta, Qetober,—

“Miss MAYNE:—Just from the virgin
embraces of my bride, I wi'l write you a
line to inform you that I was married a
week ago to a lovely native of this country,
consequently our short flirtation is ended.
Hopiug it proved of no serious moment.

“] remain respectfally,
Mark RiCHARDSON.”

This was all. No wonder its cruel words
seared ber brain and blasted her young life.
Kighteen mounths after I was in on. As
I entered the rarlor door, a familiar voice
struck my ear, and almost stilled the beat-
ings of my heart; but by an almost super-
human effort, I resovered myself and pro-
ceeded. The parlors were quite full, and [
sank upnnoticed to a seat: tle door
partially concealed me from the view of two
gentlemen who sat near, and I was the hear-
er of the following conversation : —

“Those Hindoo girls are the very per-
sonifieation of grace, Clark. They swim
like nainds. Soon aftér my arrival
in Caleutta I had a most affecting adventure
with one of them. I was out from the town
a short distanee alone, and thought I would
bave a bath. The beach was lined with
ground shark, though I knew it not, and
I had searcely entered the water to any
depth when I heard a piercing soream, and
and a light boat shot from the overhanging
bows of a large acacia tree. In a short time
it reached my side, and the occupant, a
graeeful native of the country, was urgiog
me by broken English and gestures to enter.
I declined, more from astonishment than
any other motive; but when she said,
“Bhark eat all up,” I hesitated no longer,
but sprung in ; and just in time it proved,
for the voracious mane of an immense mon
ster reared high above the water in 2o in-
stant after. My deliverer was a young girl
going to the town with a boat load of fruit,
and seeing me, she hastened to the cover
Jest I shounld disturb her, as some of the
sailors were accustomed to get leave on shore
and scour the eountry for miles whea in a
state of intoxication, paying no respect to
person or property.’ )

gz His friend interrapted him.

“] presume that was the native bride you
trok to yourself while absent. Report said
you were married, but I wondered how the
fastidions Mark Richardson could espouse
an Indian.”

“Married! not I. That story was tramp-

ed up to settle a little affair I had in G—,
in Maine. I played the devoted to the pret-
ty zaidee, or rather she played the devoted
to me for a while; I soon tired of her and
left. I believe she expects me back, bow-
ever, but she will look long ere she is
Mﬁed‘n
“You corresponded with Mary Home
while absent, did you not ?”
“Yes and I may marry her ; she is intel-
ligent and accomplished, and she has a for-
tune, which last is very desirable, as I am
most played out in funds.”

“Will yoy visit L Strest to-night 7’

“Yes. I may gain a few hundreds,
enough to keep along with.”

The voices stopped. Presently I heard
them on the steps, and then they became in-
sudible amongst the hum on the pavement.
My resolve was instantly takea. I left the
room, dooned wy hat and shawl, and pro-
ceeded to the residence of a3 noted member
of the detestive police. Happily be was at
home, and I placed at his disposal as much
of my story as was necessary, and desired
his asd, Having fully deseribed the man,
and informed him that he was in the no-
torious gaming saloon on L—— Street |

-a.rryhi-,tor his apparent wealth
it I was resolved to save ber,

*
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ound out the name of the he sailed
in. Having learned that she was then in
port, he visited her, and by pretendiag to
know more than he did, fonng one of the
sub-officers who had witnessed his marriage
with the Hindoo girl.  Her father, a cun-
ning old caique, had insisted on having the
ceremony performed by a resident European
Mipister, and the marriage was perfectly
legal. The officer, on lesrning that he in-
tended marrying another lady, was easily
induced to give his aid in delivering her
from so great an evil.  The detective, find-
ing his man 8o great a rogue, mentioned the
affair to a brother policeman, asd was as-
tonished to le :rn that Mark Richardson was
one of the numerous aliases of a2 notorious
gambler, counterfeiter and swindler. He
has recently been engaged in the manufac-
ture and passing of spurious mosey, and at
thattimedetectives were eazerly on his track.

Before I left the city these facts were
placed before me; and when I reached
home and found that the wedding was to
take place that evening, I instantly tele-
graphed to the officers to take the morning
train in order to reach G in season.
That they did so you already know, and I
am glad that [ saved one persoa from so
grcat unhappiness ; and, though none of the
family ever recognize me,  know they are
glad of the part L acted, but pride preveats |
its acknowledgement.

three persons dressed in piais
tume, “bave urgeot business
posed bridegroom.”

I sank back in my seab
fear, while a low murmar
the erowd, and Miss Home's
10 the altar, said, —

“What is the measing of 1

As soon as Mark recognist
ances of the unexpacted vist
his bride’s hand, and, after

oce around, sprung from !
ow. The three policemes
were) rushed aftec him, but !
vantage, knowing the ground!
ings, and escaped. Whet!
I know not. Miss Home'’s
her aid, and she did not fain
church as soon as possible, &
ed ber appearance in society
ever. ;

T will tell you how the o

ruption vecurred. The dsi
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THE TOWNSHIP OF ROSS AND

THE SABBATH.
To Editor of the Pembroke Observer.
DEear S, I beg leave, through your rap-
idly impreving journal to call the attention
of the different Mun‘cipal authorities of the
county to the very commsondable action
taken by the mnuicipality of Ross, in the
matter of Sabbath ¢bservance.
It is a well known fact that the rcad be-
tween Pembroke and Ottawa is just as
throng on the Sabbath with teams driving
to and from the shanties, as omn any other
day. This the people of Ross, headed by
their respected and zealous | man—the
Rev. H. Cameron, withr s :
far as their own Township is concerned.
They have instituted a sort of vigilanee com-
mittee which it appears performs its duty 1»
a thoroagh maoner. They pat the laws of
the munieipality into foree without fear
favor, or affection, and every one found
driving through Ross engaged in week day
avocations, are arrested and made to pay a
fine commensurate with the offence.

This is a bold, and generally a very unpo
pular stand to take, 2s a prastice of about
twenty years duration has become so fami-
lisr and common to the public mind that
very few can see any real harm in it, io
fact, most people think that travelling on the
Sabbath in this part section of the country,
is really a work of necessity and eannot pos-
sibly be avoided. This prevailing and er-
roneous opinion the people of Ross are now
treating with that disrespect that its infidel
tendencies deserve and are fally determined
to use every exertion in their power, con-
sistent with the laws of the country, to
bring to a speedy end this long continued
outrage upon public morals. [t is to be
boped they will not abate their landaie ef-

GREEK FIRE-SHELL AND SHO|

The statements which have been

lished respecting some incendiarv shells
ed to have been thrown into Charleston,
Gen. Gilmoure, seem to have set the whals
country in a blage of excitement acoordi
to a very common mode of romancing
ed by letter-writers, these shells have
denominated “Greek Fire;” but there is
resemblance whatever betweon them sod thy
genuine Greek Fire of our ancient times,
It is related that the former was disoovered
in 660, by a Greek Engineer named Calliga-
ocus, who in that year destroyed a large fleet
of Saracen vebsels with it; and it afterwards
became a terror to the whole Mahowmedan
races. Itis described to have consisted of
resin, saltpeter, suipher, pitch, and campher
wixed with turpentine, and made into s ball
with flax. It was igoited, then fired from
arrows, or thrown by javelins on board of
the Saracen vesseis, when they were engaged

igh & in.the hasd to band ge

very infliinmable, but its chief danger coa-
sisted in being capable of burniug in water.
Tradition conveys exaggerated ideas respect-
its destructive effects. It would not pro-
duce much fear nor very formidable results,
on board of modern war vessels. The in-
cendiary shells now called Greek Fire were
first brought to public notice during the Cri-
mean war, by J. Macintosh who made ex-
periments with them at Shoeburyness, Kag-
land and set inflammable materials on fire
at a distance of 800 yards. A patent was
secared for the inventicn in 1855, and the
composition is described in the specification
as follows : —“I fill diaphragm shells with
naphtha, mixed with phosphorus and bisul-
phide of carbon, having a bursting charge
sufficient to open the shell. Whea fired the
barsting of these shells ecatters the contents
in all directions, and the shower of inflam-
mable material falling among troops ignites
spontaneously, causing their immediate dis-
orgarization. Fired into shipping, these
sheils bursting on the deck beiow, scatter
the inflammable material, and the spontane-
ous combustion which results causes injary
to the crew, who are driven overboard, and
speedily consumed. Fired into harbors,
dockyards and towns, the result is alike des-
tructive and decisive.”’

A little volume forwarded to us by Cap-
tain J. Norton, from Rosherville, Eagland
1860, contains the following desecription of
his incendiary shell for infantry :—A laden
rifle sheil 1y first nearly filled with bisulphide
of carbon, then small bits of phosphorus are
dropped ioto it, and the moath of the shell
is thea closed with a cork projecting like that
of abottle. A leaden shell thus charged and
adapted to the military rifle, will continue
to burn for ten minutes with an intense flame
which cannot be extinguished with water.”
Such ate the descriptions of the modera in-
cendiary shells called by some persons‘‘Groek
Fire.”” Ags phosphorus was unkonown to the
ancient Greeks, of eourse it is sheer nonsence
to credit them with the invention of this

Thus far such incendiaries have pro-

| dueed bus little misshiof, An ofcer of the

Ugited States artillery informed us that he
bad made experiments and found them to be
of no utility, ewing to the inflammable
liquid being 50 much scattered when the
shells burst. He believed that if the in-
flammable liquid could be held together and
thrown into one place, it would prove destruc-
tive, but this could not be effected with any of
the incendiary shells which he had tried.
For producing destructive results by setting
wooden vessels, baildings and other com-
tustable materials on fire, red hot shot is
more to be depended upen than liquid fire-
shelis. The modern method of produciag
such shot, is to fill shells with molten iron,
then fire them trom the guns. A small
cupola has been put up on ome of the
English iron-clads for melting pig iron thus
to fill sheils; but against armour clad ves-
sels of course shot would be useless, as they
would spatter against iron plates like balls
of elay.—Sctentific American

DESERTIONS FROM THE 47TH.
The desertions from the 47th Regiment
stationed h re unhapjily continue. The

fortsin this good cause until they have been
crowned with complete success; and it is
also to be wished, that other municipalities
may copy the good example thus set them
by the men of Ross and lend a helping hand
in forwarding the 2ood work sad’ wiping out
the stain so long justly chargeable upon the
religious reputation of this emtire section of
the country.

In conclusion I would ask who would take
the initiative in our munieipality in bring-
ing about this much needed reform? Our
village is nearly as busy, especially in the
winter montha, on Sabbath as on any other
day of the week; our merchgnts buy and
sell on that holy day, the taverns are kept
open, and drinking and carousing earried on
to as great an extent as on the secular days.
Teams are loaded, men are hired, aad in
mryothapoui’x;l:nythefeelinyof the

igh ion of the commaunity are
liely and T y ’Nng:
is a state of things which should not be
allowed to continue in any professedly Chris-
tian land, and as the laws of our oountr
provide a remedy, those who value the Chris-
tian Sabbath, aod ths ings which a
striet and religious observance of it bring to
s commagity should use every legal as well
as every moral means, to bring this godless-
ness to an end even at the risk of offending
the careless and profase.

Permit me also to refer to another shame-
fal and public violation of the Sabbath prac-
ticed during the summer no-tln I need
not say that I allude to the towing of rafts
by the steamer Poatisc between Pembroke
and the Des Joachim. As there can be no

ible exeuse for this ly wicked
ice, shoald it be attem] to be fol-
owed during the coming spring the steam-
boat authorities should be taught that they
are as amenable to thelsws as any other
and that they esnnot thus wantoaly

set at sought and defiance the enactments
and institutions both of God sod man with

guni-g' that all eoncerned may take this
hint and govera themselvés aocordingly, I
bgwmgyd', .

ours,
SaBBATARIAW,

Pembroke, Feb. 3, 1864.
ucn-iu.ﬁll,n-ﬁdmdnt
doss' mortificstion éisue?”

“Whes yos pep

u..q-d-u-l arean- |,

guns of Fort Heary sounded another alarm
to look out parties on Thursday night and
their vigilance thus excited succeeded in
bringing in two absente:s—one found on
Cedar Island and another 1n the city.
These systematic desertions from Kingston
have excited the attention of the Command-
er of the Forces, and a promptly instituted
Court of Inquiry has brought out the fact
that the men who attempt to escape are
set down in the records of the Regi-
ment as good conduct men. This is singu-
lar, and suggete that undue severity of dis-
cipline or 1utolerable interference with the
nights and privileges of the soldiers has to do
with the cause of desertion. The men wno
go off, it is said, are nearly if not all Rom-
an Catholics, and the excase which they
prefer is that the exercise of their religion
is interfered with. If this be the case, the
official inquiry will establish it; if notit
will be refuted ; but we doabt not that the
investigation will abundantly prove that the
citizens of Kingston have no part in facili-
tating these desertions, so ealoulated to
cause a renoval of the regiment. On the
contrary, we expeot that the citisens of King-
ston, who manifested such regret at these
constant\escapes, and who have done all in
their power to prevent them, will meet with
an acknowledgment. The geographical si-
tuation of Kingston favors desertion to the
United States ; but it should bo remembered
ed that well governed troops do not desert,
from Kingston. The disorderly half-de-
morslized fellows of the 9th regiment went

47th have been disastrously frequent; but
the 62nd Regiment under its hearty and
oconsiderate Colonel and careful officers,
scaroely lost a man.— Kingston News.
et 8 ©

DesiriNg Pravzrs.—The husband of a
pious woman baving occasion to make a voy-
age, his wife seat a written request to the

man
mud’dnﬁ-g properly vis :*“ A person
having gone to sca, his wi 1
prayers of the

gone to see his wife, desires the prayers
the econgregation.
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.| Diphtheria : Its Nature,

offin squads, and the desertions from the |,

of the parish, which, instead of

TR s
ation,’”’ i

and spelled as m: “a person l;.

Amhdy,yh invited to partake of

my dear madam.
’I hvodndy?-’

frasaitaTine

Symp-
toms ana .
. BY J. H. GALLINGER, M. D.

"It is both natural and right for parents
to understand the nature and pecaliarities
of severe diseases, particularly those of am
epidemic or contagious character, and for
the purpose of satisfying the curiosity that
exists in the minds of the people gen
to know something more of the dreadful dis-
ease that has carried to the grave so many
loved ones, than can be learned by obser-
vations at the bedside or from the
rephes of the tamily physicians, ﬁhm
has been prepared, in the hope that it may
furnish a satisfactory asmswer to the
oft-repeated questions: “What is diphther-
l:df" “What d::i: ?” “Isitan
old or a new di 4 it coatagious 7™
“What causes it 7" &e., &e.

First, then, “What is diptberia 7"—The
term diptheria is derived from a Greek word
signifying “one clothed in skins,” referring
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Itis essentially a blood poison, affecting
every part of the organism, prostrating the
vital forces of the system, and manifesting
itself locally in the throat, the palate, and
nassal cavities. 1n some respects it bears a
marked resemblance of both scarlet fever
and croup, bat is a more serious malady than
either of these much dreaded diseases. In the
words of another : ‘‘Like cholera it marks its
victim without much warning or ceremony,
consigning him to a premature grave, or so
undermining the health as to subject the
patient who has once been a sufferer to a life
long series of minor diseases. It breaks up
the fountains of health ia the springtime of
youth as well as in the advanced period of
mature years. It s not the rich nor
poor, the mighty nor the fallen, but differing
somewhat from cholera it prefers the weak
to the strong, the infant to the adult, the
child to the parent. Locating itself upon
the respiratory organs rather than the
bowels, the general region upon which chol-
era alights, it developes an irritable state of
the air p and mucous membranes of
the adjoining parts by throwing out an ex-
udation similar to that which clothes the
vine when in a blighted coedition, or pro-
duces the rot in the potato. It is an iwsi-
dious,destructive malady, demanding prompt
and skilfal attention.
“What are its symploms?’ To answer
this question iatelligently it is necessary to
remark that diphtheria maifests itself in dif-
ferent forms, writers arzuing that there are
from five to seven well marked varieties, but
for all practical purposes the division of it
intq stmple and malignant will serve to con
vey its characteristic pecaliarities. Simple
diptheria often appears without giving rise
to much constituional disturbance, an irri-
tation and sorenees of the throat, and en-
largement of the tonsils, with more or less of
the membraneous deposit on the latter or
gans, being the only noticeable symptoms.
This condition of things if properly man-
aged, continues from three to ten days when
the patient recovers. The only danger to
be apprehended in simple dyptheria is that
it will if neglected, run into the malignant
form. We will now attempt t) give, in as
few words as possible, the symptoms of a
severe case : the discase commences with
more or lesa lassitude, followed by shivesing
chills, fever, headache, pain in the back and
limbs, with swclling, redness and soreness of’
the throat, and enlargemeat of the ton: |
sils, the uvula, and the glands of the sur-
rounding parts. In afew hoars after the
appearance of the above symptoms (and
sometimes commencing with them) the for-
mation of the membrane begins, which at
first exhibits small, irregular, whitish or yel
lowish white patches (in most instances
closely resembling the substance known as
wash-leather) over a portioa of the throat.
The membraneous patches frequently re-
semble uloerations, for which they have been
mistaken, but microscopic observations have
sbown that they consist of an exudation
quite similar to the false membrane in croup,
the chemical constituents of which, how-
ever are entirely different. In severe cases
thc membrane spreads rapidly, so that in a
short time from its first appearance it will
cover the entire throat, occupy the nasal
cavity, and extends to the Larynx and
bronchial tubes, oocasioning loss of voice,
great oppression of the chest, difficult and
painful swallowing, &c., and in some cascs,
examiced after death,the membrane has been
found in the stomach, the bowels, Jungs, and
other parts of the body. During the pro-
gress of the malignant form of the disease
the secretions of the mouth become vitiated,
the breath exceedingly offensive, and some-
times a fetid, corrosive discharge, takes
place from the nostrils. The strength fails
rendering it impossible to ejest from he
throat the accumulated material—deep an-
guish is written upon the countenance—the
breathing becomcs hurried, the lungs are
paralysed, and death is the result. Thus it
will be seen that the of the disease
are 30 marked as to be readily per-
ceived and uaderstood, and ts cannot
be too sulicitous in regard to-their children
when they complain of any of the prom-
inent symptoms mentioned. Treatment
cannot be commenced 100 early for the rea-
son that the diphtheric poison produces such

reported by Chisi as ocouring, at Cremona_ in
Ltaly, during 1747 and 1748. In 1771 it
out in America, and was very accur-
described by Dr, Bard, of New
‘ y York.
18, the disease raged in Franmce, at
which time M. Bretonneau, of Tours, wrote
aa i mud instructive work on the
sabjest, Simoe that time diphtheria has fre-
y isited France as an epidemic, as
WOl as Bwitzerland. In 1856 and 1357
it prevailed in Boulogne, in a very fatal
:::, Whenee ltma'o-od to England,
various , especiall
o-lt:bbo.?md coast. T
istary of this dreadfal di as
rqlrdtmmtviittotbe[hmdm
although somewhat obscure is substantially
ag follows ; Xa April, 1858, it made its ap-
mh_‘ Albasy, N. Y. from whence it
spread ly to other sections of the
country, z w:en,doubtleu, maay isolat-
d_ou-, ' the dinease in the United States
peior 40 1858, but it did not attract any
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e aad the fatality at-

endi t. At the
time it prevails, MSN; less mmwl';t
throughout our entire oountry, but the fatali.
ty, in comsequence, of the experience acquir-
ed in its treatment is not nearly so great, as
wheu it first red among us ; yet, could
all the deaths in the United States from
diphtheria, since 1858 to the present time,
be collested together, they would present
:.n aggregate at once startling and instrue-
ive.

“Is it contagious ?” This has n
been definitly settled. Some medica? mye.:
arguoe that it is, others that it is not. In-
deed, as Prof. Dunglison, of Philadelphia,
observes, ‘“‘physicians are by no means unan-
imous in deciding what diseases are con-
tagious and what are not.” Contagion de-
pends very much upon the condition of the
system, and all constitutions are not equally
susceptible to the poison. However, we are
of opinion that diphtheria should be classed
among the contagious di such as
scarlet fever,'measles, small-pox, &s., &o.

What causes it ?”” This is a dificult
matter to determine. It has been attributed
to a variety of causes, such as want of clean-
liness, Jefective drainage, an impoverished
condition of the system, ill ventilated apart-
meats, a pre-disposition to diseases of the *
air-passages, imprudence in diet and dress :
some think it is caused by an effuvia aris.
ing from the decomposition of animal or or-
ganic matters, while others attribute it to a
parasite which enters the blood through :ihe
lungs and multiplies like fungus, or muguet
or asin mildew. Whatever may be the ex-
citing cause one thing is certain, that any
of the canses cnumerated will undoubtedly
p}l;edupose to this formidable disease, and
that, to prevent its attack, the o i -
dition of affairs must be ohnrvm:::i‘n
and protect the body by nutritious diet and
preper clothing, and when the disease pre-
vails let our buildings and streets be thor-
ougly drained and purified. And here we
would remark that mothers would do well
to lesrn the folly of exposing- ahe arms of
their children, which are so intitsately con-
neeted with the respiratory organs, the seat
of diphtheria, and overdressing the rest of
the bedy. Itis a foolish and wicked prac-
tice, that cannot too severely be condemned.
Let damp feet be avoided, and the chilly
night air, and sudden traunsitions from hot
to cold rooms.
In conclusion, we have tbut a single re-
wark to make in regard to treatment. Peork,
mustard, salt, pepper, vinegar, camphor,
whiskey, and a varity of other “domestie”
remedies, have been highly extolled, from
time to time, but unfortunately they have
all been tried and found wanting. And we
regrat that we have not some unfailing
remedy to recommend, but the truth is
diphtbheria is too serious a malady to be en-
trusted to any but a qualified physician.
The symptomsare liable to frequent changes
which necessitate a change in the trcatment,
hence a medical man along is capable of
combatting successfully. When diphtheria
is suspected a medical man should at onco
be procured, as the chances for recovery are
mach greater when treatment is commenced
in the first stage than when it is neglected
to » later period. Diphtheria is at best a
terrible disease—terrible in its effects dur-
ing the acute period of its action, and equal-
ly 80 as regards the aches and paine it leaves
bebind. Itisa foe not easily conquered—
every ineh of ground is stubbornly contest-
ed—and even after it is overcome, it would
seem as though 1t were uawilling to ac-
kaowledge defeat. Yet every day teaches
us something more of the disease, and it is to
be hoped the time is not far distant when
medical men of all sehools will treat it with
much greater sucocess than now:

Mg, RANKIN AT THE GoLD FiELDS.—
We learn with much plcasure that the mem-
ber for Essex has possessed himself of pro-
winent tracts of the most ising gold-
beaning lands of Lower Canada, and that
he has sucoeeded in forming a compeny to
render productive these lands. The com-
pany embraces the first men in Canada, and
the capital enjoyed is ample. In the spring,
the intention is to push the work of gold ex-

rapid prostration that, unless its ravages are
promptly met and arrested, the patient will
speedily sink beyond the reach ot remedial
means.

“Is it an old or new disease?”’ Some
medical men_have argued that diphtheria isa
vew disease, entirely different from aany-
thing that has heretofore been known, but
that opinion is discarded by a jori

disease is by Aretaeus, who deseribed it un-
der the names of “wlcus Syriacum, wlcus
Egypticwm.” In 1557 it appeared in var-
ious parts of Europe, and was by
Forrest at Alkmar in Holand. Ia the be-
inning of the 17th centary it reat in

in, and from the mode in which it caus-
desth was styled the Garetillo. It con-
tinued for years to commit its ravages i

in
and in 1618
h-‘ 1 »I X

traction forward with all evergy. Mr. Ran-
kin’s constitueats, in common with the peo-
pleof Canada, will be glad to notice this

busioess r-h, and to know of his success.—
We Times.

The following is an extract from a letter
recently received in Moatreal from an offi-
oer of rank in England : —

: “18th January, 1864.

“A suddea order arrived to prepare for
fu‘i?lmﬁ“; in fact we were to emtark
at a fortnight's notice.  This arrangement
has, however, been altered ; but the brigade
to which I belong will embark shortly. We
look with anxiety upon the events o(‘?diﬁos
in Europe duriag the co.ning season.

“,t“r";'



