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New Brunswick’s Independent
newspapers.

These newspapers advocate:

British connection ;

Honesty In public iife

Measures for the material
progress and moral advance-
ment of our great Dominion.

No graft!

No deals!

““The Thistie, Shamrock, Rose en‘wirz,
R -The Maple Leaf forever.” j

THE CHIEF JUSTICE HONORED

There was, naturally, a note of en-

thusiasm and epontaneity at the dinner ten- |
‘dered Hon. F. E. Barker last week by 514 the public will remember that the | vice. What are these men going to do
the New Bruns.ick Bar in recognition of | most expensive of Mr. Brodeur's improvers | ¢, New Brunswick ?Together with the

his elevation to the office of Chief Jus-}
tice. The feeling that he is the man for|
the pc

of Judge Tick, and among members of the !
legal profession the very high esteem in |
which Judge Barker is justly held was in|,
itself a guarantse that the function of last
evening would be one of uncommon
felicity.

The Chief Justice was compelled to listen
to much praise last night, but the good
words were born of truth and conviction.

work, both in his profession and as a
citizen and man of affairs. He has walked
“in honor and with distinction, not for a
little while but throughout a long period
marked by exacting duties demanding the
exercise of sound judgment allied with
deep knowledge of the law, of men, and of
our citizenship with: all it implies.
Passing this conspicuous milestone on
his way, the Chief Justice must be held
fully deserving of the knowledgs, now
‘yleasantly brought home to him, that all|
he world in which he moves so heartily |
‘wishes him fair weather.

ANOTHER CANDID FRIEND

Mr. Foster, in his searching analysis oE’]’

the budget spcech and his comparison of |
government promise with government per-
formance, has pretty thoroughly explained
that ‘‘the greatest surplus in Canada’s his-
tory” is only a bookkeeping surplus and
that there is a prospective deficit of $30,-
000,000 on the coming year’s operations.
Moreover, he demonstrated that some of
the wonderful trade figures, purporting to
show great expansion, mean much less
than they appear to if we compare prices
now with prices in 1896. To quote our
Ottawa despatches:

“Coming to trade conditions, he showed
that the official figures supplied were real-|
ly fictitious. The values in the trade re-
turns were no indication as to the real!
volume of the trade of the country. MHe!
gave an illustration in regard to wheat. |
In 1896 wheat was selling at fifty cents or|
fifty-five cents a bushel, in 1907 it was|
sold at say $1.20, that on 30,000,000 bushels
of wheat there would be from $12,000,000 Lo i
$15,000,000 more value than in 1896, buL;j
that did not represent any real trade. In|
e-yerr by putting this one idea into|
force he reduced the trade by $126,000, |
000.” i

These, of course, are facts.- But, slncq,!
Mr. Foster is avowedly a hostile witnes: !
or a powerful attorney for the opposi\ion,i
let us consult that candid friend of the

government, the Montreal Witness, Li)rl‘

eral, but with a strong liking for the‘
truth. The Witness, after a study of Mr.

Fieldipg's budget speech, failed to develop

that enthusiasm which the controlled or-
gans of the government eagerly displayed

upon receiving the TFinance Minister’s
. somewhat subdued deliverance. The Wit-
ness 8ay6:

“Mr. Fielding’s budget speech was not
exciting. The tariff is not to be altered,
but as regards tobacco the tax is to be
readjusted eo as to favor the home-grown
article, that is, in the interest of protec-
tion. The government is to take over the
Quebec bridge, lock, stock and barrel, and
is to build a new one. Mr. Fielding
claims a large surplus, but that is largely
a matter of bookkeeping. He has follow:d
the old Conservative practice of charging
to capital account what in private book-
keeping would Ybe charged to current ac-
count—it is called in government hook-
keeping ‘consolidated account.” It is time
"that such juggling, which is worn out in
its illusory powers, ceased. The speech
brought, out again the fact, known before,
that the government has been bo ing

cent, while it has been paying depositors| long been the scene of much political log-
in the savings banks only three per cent.| rolling, and for many years its operations
1t has been stated with an air of verity | have given rise to a cloud of gossip and

| raise the rate to depositors in governmen

that Mr. Fielding has been anxious to|

banks, but that he has been dissuaded by
the chartercd bank authorities. Anyway,
it is not very encouraging to the thrifty
5 receive so low a rate at a time when,
money earning so much more else-!
where. Generally, Mr. Fielding looks to
the future with hope, but counsels caution
for the present. The revenue for the year,
however, he estimates at only SQO,UOO‘OO\),;
out of which $30.000,000 are to be spent!
on the Tranecontinental Railway alone, 50 |
that our public debt is bound to be ap-:
preciably increased during the year.” i

Viewed in this way, the year showed,|
not a surplus of $19,900,000 but a deficit of |
more than $12.000,000. TIf Mr. l“ielding's‘
estimate of revenue for the coming year is)
substantially accurate the mext deficit wil]&
be more than twice as great. Yet there]
has been a tremendous revenue for years,"

is

{and any near approach to economy, even:

the avoiding of waste and worse than;
that, would have resulted in a small actu-i
al surplus. The taxpayers will be think-|
ing about it.

“IMPROVEMENT”

The eager and unfortunate Sun, in the
course of a brief article yesterday in which!
it employed som: words of mysterious
origin, referred somewhat ill-naturedly to
an error in one of our Ottawa despatches.
The error was corrected on the same day
on which the Sun seized upon it. Had it
waited twenty-four hours it would not,
have sought to insinuate that the record |
had been deliberately falsified. ’,

It is scarcely necessary, in the light of:
the recent campaign, to ask the public to]
compare the general accuracy and good}
faith of this journal with the more con-i
spicuous  qualities of the  discred- |
ited government organ. The pub—?
fic' knows.. As for the 1 i
R. “improved” bookkeeping, the facts re-|
cently brought out about Hon. Mr.|
Brodeur’s department made it quite reas-;
onable to suppose that this particular kind |
of Intercolonial “betterment” 'had de—i

suspicion, followed in some instances by
open statements of manipulation in the
interest of political favorites. There
is perhaps no work before the
new government more important than
that with which Mr. Grimmer is entrust-
ed. Much will be expected. .

Dr. Landry of Kent who'is to succeed
Mr. Farris as Commissioner of Agricul-
ture will not find it difficult to shine by
comparison with his predecessor, but he
will not be content with that. He is a
practical farmer and a land owner and le
has been actively interested in tl.c agri-
cultural organizations of his county. A
successful physician, he has devoted much
attention to public affairs and is widely
known as perhaps the most eloquent Aca-
dian in these provinces. He speaks Eng-
lish with almost equal fluency and force.
The needs of his department as he will
find it are great. Complaint has been in-
cessant that too much of the money spent
on agriculture or allied interests was
really devoured by expenses of no prac-
tical value to the farmers.

Mr. McLeod, who recently was Mayor
of Fredericton and who, though he is not
yet forty, has lopg been an active and
forceful public figure, should make a
.capable and successful Solicitor General.
He is well equipped and he is a vigorous
worker with an extended legal training
behind him. It should be quite safe to
predict that henceforward the law of-
ficers of the Crown will not deem it neces-

sary to farm out so much of the public
business to political friends as did the

late government.

St. John is doubly represented in the
new government. Mr. Maxwell accepts
office without portfolio ,and the Premier
will be regarded as representing St. John
as much as Sunbury. Mr. Maxwell’s ap-
pointment “will be well received here
where he has repeatedly commanded a
noteworthy support. He has made his
mark in the House, and his should be a
valued and influential voice in the gov-
ernment . council.

With respect to representing the vari-
ous counties the appointments are well

voured some hundreds of thousands of dol- ! placed and many interests are well served,
lars instead of $43,000. Employes of the| 1yt infinitely more important is the like-
L C. R. will Jaugh at the Sun’s assertion | }ihood that the new ministry is, accord-
that the “improving” process occupied|ing to the evidence at hand, well chosen
| thirty-seven men for a year and a hall.| from the standpoint of good public ser-

were paid at the rate of $75 a day.
“Improvement” is a very modest word ;

on has been unanimous since the!tc describe this sort of use of P“}?licjma,ladministration, The
office fol vacant through the resignation  money. It is this sort of thing ‘VhIChgobserve the manner in which they

leads the taxpayers to improve the ad-
ministration on election day.

THE HAZEN MINISTRY |

Reluctantly, and after a futile attempt;
to fill the vacant offices, the Robinson
government bowed itself out yesterday and
Mr. Hazen was summoned to the post for
which he was eelected by an overwhelm-
ing majority of the electors of the prov-
ince. If his predecessors were slow to de-
part, Mr. Hazen takes hold with alacrity,
and this morning The Telegraph an-
nounces the formation of the new minis-
try. It will be very generally admitted,
we think, that Premier Hazen has ac-|
quitted himself remarkably well in the!
sclection of his cabinet officers. The task
was rendered doubly difficult by the great
number of his supporters and the abund-
ance of cabinet material available. The
first impression created by an examina-
tion of the list now made public is that
Mr.. Hazen made his selections with the
idea of sccuring men who would serve the
public ably and who would command the

confidence  of -the entire province.
While the oministry has yet to
be subjected to the ' test of ser-|

vice there are many excellent reasons
for believing that the test will prove their
worth to the satisfaction of all who hold
the public interest superior to partizan
considerations. :

Klsewhere will be found sketches of the
new ministers, though in reality the public
is familiar with them. \All are compara-
tively young men, and placed side by side
with eome earlier cabinets they would
be called young indeed. At all events
they are all in their prime, capable of
and no doubt eager for aggressive and
straightforward work in the interests of
good government. Mr. Hazen, though he
is on the sunny side of fifty, has been
long in public life. Just now he is a man
much in the public eye, not here alone,
Yut throughout Canada. We believe he
fully appreciates the size of the oppor-
tunity that is now his, and measures justly
the confidence with which the people of
New Brunswick turned to him as- the
apostle of government in the interests of

| manner in which it was administered

people who so recently and o signally re-
buked previous neglect, opportunism and
Telegraph will

needed the money and got it because they
were useful at election time.

In the matter of the school books the
doubtless, will adopt the
essential features of the Ontario plan,
eliminating middlemen and aiming to give
the books to the people at the Towest price
practicable.

The state
ince, which

government,

of the finances of the prov-
aroused so much controversy
during the campaign, will now be the
subject of inquiry and demonstration.
The new government, as soon as possible,
will desire to show just how the books
stand. They can then start with a clean
sheet and without danger of misunder-
standing in future. Primarily the auditor
general’s position requires improvement.
His powers will be increased so that he
will be able to act fearlessly in the public
interest.

HOW CANADA LOSES
Speaking of the loss the Dominion suf-
fers by sending away its pulpwood to
build up in the United States industrial
centres which should be established here
at home, the Pulp & Paper
says:

Magazine

“Once upon a time, a man settled on
some forest land in Pontiac County, Que-
bec, far from other settlements. He grew
a crop of potatoes, and in clearing the
land for these he started a fire which
destroyed 300,000,000 feet of pine. At
present prices this pine would be worth
$390,000 to the Government in stumpage
fees, $1,800,000 in lumbermen’s wages, and
probably $1,200,000 in profit to the limt
holder; $3.390,000
money. The crop of potatoes amounted
to five bushels, worth at the outside less
than $5, and that country today is a des-

altogether of good

ert worthless for any purpose what-
everl % %

“Canada today is letting her live neigh-
bor to the South get hundreds of thou-
sanés of cords of pulpwood at a price
ranging from say five to eight dollars.
These same cords of pulpwood bring $30
to $50 in the shape of paper.

“I'ne two great national wastes which
these two facts so pointedly exemplify
are taking hold of the popular mind in
a way that will make the campaign of
education proceed at a rapid pace.

“And this it is certainly doing. The
movement in favor of restricting the ex-
port of pulpwood is growing on all hands
—in the press, in Parliament, and in

popular estimation.”

enswer this question. Beside this
issue all others become insignificant.
The people on March 3 demand-
ed good government. The merely|

partizan ends which will be pressed upon
the new administration should be brush-
ed aside as unworthy by its members.
They should set about the work in hand
like men of broad gauge who have a free
hand, who promised much, and who are
prepared to prove that we have entersd
upon a new and vastly better political
era in this province.

WORK TO BE DONE

The public will be glad to see the new
government get to work. There is an ex-
tensive programme of businese demanding
its attention, and the session will be of un-
common interest from the fact that the
people will narrowly observe the manner
in which the new men set about their
task. If we regard the province at large
there is, perhaps, no subject of more im-

portanca than the public roads. Three
years neglect had reduced them to a
wretched condition before the winter

came, and the character of the winter in
many sections has added to the damage.

NOTE AND COMMENT

The outgoing administration is a trifle
more than twenty-five years old. Today
the province wonders at its own patience.
It would not be so longsuffering should
things go wrong again.

* * *

The executive of the Canadian Manufac-
turers’ Association very properly declines
to fight the battles of the liquor interest.
The liquor men who are raising a big
fund in Quebec to combat the temperance
movement are clearly making a tactical
blunder. A campaign fund of that sort
might just as well be presented to the

temperance people. It will react.
* * »

The rapid and continued growth of the
Canadian Club and the very representative
character of its membership are reasons
for congratulation. Such a development
indicates the presence of a healthful na-
tional epirit in the community, and an
increased recognition of the very import-
ant truth that we do not live merely to

work and to eat and sleep.
» v

It is to be regretted that the retiring

It may bz that the government will be
compelled to work under the existing]
Highway Act for some months, but if that |
prove to be the case it will be .necessaryg
to reform the machinery and see that en-
ough money is intelligently applied to be-
gin the work of repair which must sub-
sequently be continued under better aus-
pices. At this session, no doubt, legisla-
tion will be passed, the
councils control of the highway expendi-|
tures within their several jurisdictions. It
may be that, as in St. John county, the
government will be represented on the]
highway boards by local men, but in any
case the power to make the roads good
and keep them so ]

giving county

will be placed in the
hands of the people most directly con-
cerned. The government will find this}
matter one of the most exacting before it
because of the ruin wrought by the pres-
ent Jaw and the senseless and partizan
in

government did not refrain from the be-
lated attempt to fill the few vacant offices.
The Lieutenant Governor would then have
been spared the necessity for refusing to
confirm the recommendations made. That
his refusal is justifiable will be the com-
mon opinion. Governed by the best guid-
ing precedents he takes the view, held
also by Mr. Hazen and his associates, that
a government defeated at the polls has
lost the right to fill vacant oftices of emolu-
ment. The Lieutenant Governor’s course
simplifies matters for the incoming admin-
istration. The Robinson ministry would
have expired much more gracefully had it
declined to heed the pressure of supporters
who clamored for office after it was clear
that the people had so completely with-
drawn their confidence. If one mistake not
the new government will fill the vacancies
without long delay or much friction. Re-
garding the alleged demand in some quar-

the taxpayers rather than of the politicians. nearly every county.

He has fought his way up to his preseat| The Central Railway will call for inves-
through much discouragement | tigation, and the more searching the in-
but witl: telling ability. As a public man,iqml'y the better the public will be satis-
ax a lawyer and as a citizen he has ehow:xg fied. The present commissioners will be re-
the "Gualities which should commandplaced by others, but no doubt a royal

marked liccess from this time forwar.i.;mmmiﬁsmn; with power to summon wit-
]

eminerce,

nesses and take evidence under oath, will
ibe appointed to sit after the House has
in and for New Brunswick. Eadjourncd. The province, and particularly

Most of the ministers have had extended | the territory traversed by the Central,
experience in the Legislature. Mr. Flem-\net‘ded a good line from Norton to Gibson.
ming, the new Provincial Secretary, falls| That through line should have been -con-
naturally into the position for which his'structed at a reasonable cost, and the de-
public work has trained him. He is an|velopment in the coal area should be much
unaffected man of much ability and honest,fux'i.her advanced than it is today. The
purpose, and the thought will uaturallyi.line is incomplete and its financial his-
suggest iteelf - that the outgoing adminis- | tory is a scandal. A thoroughgoing com-
tration left him much to do. From whqtfmission should find much to do, and it
the people know of Mr. Flemming he will| will find much if it seeks the truth re-
set about it man-fashion. gardless of consequences.

Mr. Morrissy of Northumbeiland will: The Premier and Mr. McLeod, as the
be well received as Chief Commisisoner ofllaw officers of the Crown, will doubtless
Public Works. That very important de-'be able to reduce very materially the
incessant !legal expenses of the province, which, un-
shrewd judgment and the courage to re-}der the Pugsley school attained absurd
sist the insidious influences which have|proportions. The room for reform there is
too long made it the subject of adverselclear, and the way to that reform is simple
if it be not popular with hungry

He may, if he will, cause all Canada Llo
regard with admiration what is being doae

partment requires vigilance,

comment. Mr. Morrissy, no doubt, will even

acquit himself well.'
Mr. Grimmer, who takes the Crown Lands
portfolio, has has an enviable reputation

politicians. In a word, the new law offi- |

cers should do their
work. The old ones

fair share of the
preferred to draw

iters for the sacrifice of all office-holders
| unfavorable to the party in power, it may
?safely be surmised that no man will be
' displaced unless he has failed to give his
‘duties the attention which fair capacity
'and fidelity to the public interest alone
make possible, There are spots where im-
provement is clearly in order, but there
'is no reason to suppose that any really
efficient office holders are going to be
butchered to make a Hazen holiday. But,
henceforward, the men at the helm should
demand, and enforce, faithful service to
the people who pay the salaries.

TORONTO WOMAN FREED
OF ONE CHARGE BUT -
HELD FOR MURDER

Toronto, March 22—After fifteen hours’
deliberation, having been locked up all
night, the jury in sessions Saturday
|brought in a verdict that Mrs. Minnie
Turner was not guilty of performing an

lillegal operation upon Rose Winters, an
inmate of her house during August last.
| Mrs. Turner expected her freedom but

KIPLING LOOKS U3

WRITES US UP;

OVER AND

HERE'S THE STORY

(By Rudard Kiplin.g in Collier's
Weekly, March 21.)

An uf)-country proverb says: ‘‘She was
bidden to the wedding and set down to
grind corn.” The same fate. reversed,

overtook me on my little excursion. “There
is a crafty metwork of organizalion of
business men called Canadian Clubs. They
catch people - who look interesting, as-
semble their members during the midday
lunch hour, and, tying the vietim to a
steak, bid him discourse ion anything that
he thinks he knows. The idea might be
copied elsewhere, since it takes men out.
of themselves to listen to matters not
otherwise coming under their notice and,
at the same time, does not hamper their
work. It is safely short, too. The whole
affair can not exceed an hour, of which
the lunch fills half. The clubs print their
speeches annually, and one gets cross-
sections of many interesting questions—
from practical forestry to state mints—all
set out by experts.

Not being an expert, the experience, to
me, was very like hard work. Till then
I had thought speech making was a sort
of conversational whist, that any one
could cut in at it. I perceive now that it
is an art of conventions remote from any-
thing that comes out of an inkpot, and of
colors hard to control. The Canadians
seem to like listening to speeches, and,
though this is by no means a national
vice, they make good oratory on occasion.
You know the old belief that the white
man, on brown, red, or black lands, will
throw in manner and instipct to the type
originally bred there? Thus, a speech in
the taal should carry the deep roll, the
direct belly-appeal, the reiterated, cunning
arguments, and the few simple metaphors
of the prince of commercial orators, the
Bantu.” A New Zealander is said to speak
from his diaphragm, hands clenched at
the sides, as the old Maoris used. What
we know of first-class Australian oratory
shows us the same alertness, swift flight,
and clean delivery as a thrown boomerang.
I had half expected in Canadian speeches
some survival of the redskin’s elaborate
appeal to the suns, moons, and mountains
—touches of grandiosity and ceremonial in-
vocations. But nothing that I heard was
referable to any primitive stock. There
was a dignity, a restraint, and, above all,
a weight in it, rather curious when one
thinks of the influencés to which the land
lies open. Red it was not; French it was
not; but a thing as much by iteelf as the
speakers.

So with the Canadian’s few gestures
and the bearing of his body. During the
war one watched the contingents from
every point of view, and,” most likely,
drew wrong inferences. It struck me then
that the Canadian, even when tired,
slacked off less than the men from the hot
countries, and while resting did not lie
on his back or his belly, but rather on
his side, a leg doubled under him, ready
to rise in one surge.

This time while I watched assemblies
seated, men in hotels and passers-by, [
fancied that he kept this habit of semi-
tenseness at home among his own; that
it was the complement of the man’s still
countenance, and the even, lowered voice.
Looking at their footmarks on the ground
they seem to throw an almost straight
track, neither splayed nor in-toed, and to
set their feet down with a gentle forward
pressure, rather like the Australian’s
stealthy footfall. Talking among. them-
seves, or waiting for friends, they did not
drum with their fingers, fiddle with their
feet, or feel the hair on their face. These
things seem trivial enough, but when
breeds are in the making everything is
worth while. A man told me once—but I
pever tried the experiment—that each of
our four races light and handle fire their
own way.

Small wonder we differ! Here is a peo-
ple with no people at their backs, driving
the great world-plow which wins the
world’s bread up and up over the shoulder
of the world—a spectacle, as it might be,
out of some tremendous Norse legend.
North of them lies Niflheim’s enduring
cold, with the flick and crackle of the
Aurora for Bifrost Bridge that Odin and
the Aesirs visited. These people also go
north year by year, and drag audacious
railways with them. Sometimes they
burst into good wheat or timberlands,
sometimes into mines of treasure, and all
the north is full of voices—as South Africa
was once— telling discoveries and making
prophecies.

When their winter comes, over the
greater part of this country outside the
cities, they must. sit still, and eat and
drink as the Aesir did. In summer they
cram twelve months’ work into six, be-
cause between such and such dates cer-
tain far.rivers will shut, and, later, cer-
tain others, till at last even the Great
Eastern Gate at Quebec locks, and men
must go in and out by the side-doors at
Halifax and St. John. These are condi-
tions that make for extreme boldness, but
not. for extravagant boastings.

The red maples tell when it is time to
finish, and all work in hand is regulated
by their warning signal. Some jobs can
be put through before winter; others must
be laid aside ready to jump forward with-
out a lost minute in spring. Thus, from
Quebec to Calgary a note of drive—mot
hustle, but drive and finish up—hummed
like the steam-thrashers on the still, aut:
umn air. .

Hunters and sportsmen were coming in
from the north; prospectors with them,
their faces full of mystery, their pockets
full of samples, like prospectors the world
over. They had already been wearing
wolf and coon skin coats. In the great
icities awvhich work the year round, car-
iriage-shops exhibited one or two seduc-
| tive nickel-plated sledges, as a hint; for
! the sleigh is ‘“‘the chariot at hand here
' of Love.” In the country the farmhouses
i were stacking up their woodpiles within
reach of the kitchen door, and taking
down the fly-screens. (One leaves these
on, as a rule, till the double windows are
brought up from the cellar, and one has
‘to hunt all over the house for missing
, screws.) Sometimes one saw a few flash-
ing lengths of new stovepipe in a back-
yard, and pitied the owner. There is no
humor in the old, bitter-true stovepipe
jests of the comic papers.

But the railways—the wonderful
ways—told the winter's tale most
phatically. The thirty-ton coal cars were
moving over three thousand miles of track.
They grunted and lurched against each
other in the switch-yards, or thumped
past statelily at midnight on their way
to provident housekéepers of the prairie
fowns. It was not a clear way either; for
the bacon, the lard, the apples, the butter,
and the cheese, in beautiful white wood
barrels, were rolling eastward toward the
steamers before the wheat should descend
on them. That is the fifth act of the great
| Year-Play for which the stage must be
| cleared. On scores of congested sidings
lay huge girders, rolled beams, limbs, and
boxes or rivets, once intended for the late

ob-
{struction—and the victuals had to pick
| their way through ’em; and behind the
| victuals was the lumber—clean wood out

rail-

( A
| Quebee Bridge—now so much- more

for capacity and aggressive work, and these their salaries, and more, and compel the|was sent back to jail to be tried for mur-| of the mountains—logs, planks, clapboards,

qualities should be invaluable in this very province to pay a lot of understudies who

der in commection with the same case,

and laths, for which we pay such sinful

gave orders for engines, and fresh rolling

prices in England—all seeking the sea.
There was housing, food, and fuel for mil-
lions, on wheels together, and never a
grain yet shifted of the real staple which
men for five hundred miles were thrash-
ing out in heaps as high as fifty-pound
villas.

Add to this that the railways were con-
cerned for their own new developments
and feeder lines, and great swoops out
—double-trackings, loops, cut-offs, taps,
and feeder lines, and great swoops out
into untouched lands soon to be filled with!
men. So the construction, ballast, and!
material trains, the grading machines,the
wrecking cars with their camel-like sncer-
ing cranes—the whole plant of a new civil-
ization—had to find room somewhere in!
the general rally before Nature cried:!
“Lay off!”

Does any one remember that joyful strong
confidence after the war, when it secmed
that, at last, South Africa was to be de-
veloped—when men laid out railways,and

stock, and labor, and believed gloriously
in the future? It is true the hope was
murdered afterward, but—multiply that
good hour by a thousand, and you will
have some idea of how it feels to be in
Canada—a place which even an ‘“Imperial”’
government can not kill. I had the luck
to be shown some things from the inside
—to listen to the details of works pro-
jected; the record of works done. Above
all, I saw what had actually been achiev-
ed in the fifteen years since I had last
come that way. One advantage of & new
land is that it makes you feel older than
Time. I met cities where there had been
nothing—literally, absolutely nothing, ex-
cept, as the fairy fales say, ‘‘the birds
crying, and the grass waving in the wind.”
Villages and hamlets had grown to great
towns, and the great towns themselves
had trebled and quadrupled. And the
railways rubbed their hands and cried,
like the Africa of old: “Shall we make a
city where no city is; or render flourish-
ing a city that is desolate?” ‘They do it
too, while, across the water, gentlemen,
never forced to suffer one day’s physical
discomfort in all their lives, pipe up and
say: “How grossly materialistic!”

I wonder sometimes whether any emin-
ent novelist, philosopher, dramatist, or
divine of today has to exercise half the
pure imagination, not to mention insight,
endurance, and self-retraint, which is ac-
cepted without comment in what is call-
ed “the material exploitation” of a new
country. Take only the question of crea-
ting a new city at the junction of two
lines—all three in the air. : The mere hu-
man virtues, would fill a book. And
when the work is finished, when the city
is, when the new lines embrace a new
belt of farms, and the tide of the wheat
has rolled north another unexpected de-
gree, the men who did it break off, with-
out compliments, to repeat the joke else-
where.

I had some talk with a youngish man
whose business it was to train avalanches
to jump clear of his eection of the track.
Thor went to Jotunheim only once or
twice, and he had his useful hammer
Miolur with him. This Thor lived. in
Jetunheim among the green-ice-crowned |
peaks of the Selkirks—where if you dis-
turb the giants at certain seasons of the
year, by making noises, they will sit upon
you and all your fine emotions. So Thor
watches them glaring under the May sun,
or dull and doubly dangerous beneath the
spring rains. He wards off their strokes
with enormous brattices of wood, wing-
walls of logs bolted together, and such
other contraptious as experience teaches.
He bears the giants no malice; they do
their work, he his. What bothers him
a little is that the wind of their blows
sometimes rips pines out of the opposite
hillside—explodes, as it were, a whole
valley. He thinks, however, he can fix
things so as to eplit large avalanches into
little ones.

Another man, to whom I did not talk,
sticks in my memory. He had for years
and years inspected trains at the head of
a heavyish grade in the mountains—though
not half so steep as the Hex—where all
brakes are jammed home, and the cars
slither warily for ten miles. Tire troubles
there would be inconvenient, so he, as the
best man, is given the heaviest job—
monotony and responsibility combined. He
did me the honor of wanting to speak
to me, but first he inspected his train—on
all fours with a hammer. By the time he
was satisfied of the integrity of the under-
pinnings it was time for us to go; and all
that I got was a friendly wave of his hand
—a master craftsman’s sign, you might
call it.

Canada seems full of this class of ma-
terialist.

Which reminds me that the other day I
saw the lady herself in the shape of a
tall woman of twenty-five or six, waiting
for her tram on a street corner. She wore
her almost flaxen-gold hair waved, and
parted low on the forehead, beneath a
black astrachan toque, with a red enamel!
maple leaf hatpin in on one side of it.
This was the one touch of color except the
flicker of a buckle on the shoe. The dark,
tailor made dress had no trinkets or at-|
tachments, but fitted perfectly. She stood!
for perhaps a minute without any move-
ment, both hands—right bare, left gloved—
hanging naturally at her sides, the very
fingers still, the weight of the superb body

“THE STRANGE CASE
OF MR. BRYAN AND
AN ADMIRING FRIEND

When William Jennings Bryan was

making his whirlwind campaign for the
presidency in the Atlantic coast states he
won the enthusiastic admiration of Philo
S. Bennett, an elderly citizen of New
{Haven, Conneticut, who had amassed a
comfortable little fortune as a wholesale
dealer in teas, coffees, and spices in New
'York, and who presently determined to
devote a large share of his property to the
(support. of Mr. Bryan and the dissemina-
[tion of the Bryanic doctrines.
! The first meeting of the two men was
described by Mr. Bryan when he testified
before the probate court at New Haven,
on October 21, 1903. He volunteered the
following statement:

“My first acquaintance with Mr. Bennett
was in the campaign of 1896, when he was
one of the electors-at-large on our ticlket
in this state, and he was on the irain ifrom
New York to New Haven, and, as he re-
minds me in this letter which 1 shall read,
rcde in the carriage from the. station to
the botel. The next time I had my atten-
tion called to him was after the electiop,
when I received a letter which he hfd
written before the election. ‘t'he first
letter I received from Mr. Bennett was
dated at New York, October 30, 1898.”

Mr. Bryan read the letter, which wags €
put in evidence. In it Mr. Bennett wrote:

“Dear Sir,—The betting is three to one
against you in this state at the present
time; but notwithstanding it I am im-
pressed with a feeling that you will win,
and if you are defeated I wish to make you
a gift of $3,000, and if you will accept the
same, it will be a genuine pleasure to me
to hand it to you any time after the tenth
of next- March.

“You have made one of the most gallant
fights on record for a principle, against
the combined money power of the whole
country, and, if you are not successful
new, you will be, in my opinion, four
years later.

“Sil'lcerely yours,
“P. S. BENNETT.”

Mr. Bryan testified:

“He followed out his suggestion there,
and sent me a check in March of each
of the following wvears, making $3,000.
Early in 1900 wheu I visited New York
he met me as he always did. At that
time he gave me $500.”

Durinz; the three years and a half that
elapsed between the first meeting of Mr.
Bryan and Mr. Bennett the friendship be-
tween the men was constantly growing,
and reached its climax a few weeks before
the beginning of Mr. Bryan’s second cam-
paign. It was then that Mr. Bennett made
his last will and testament, in which was a
bequest of $50,000 to Mrs. Bennett to be
disposed of according to the directions
she would find in a sealed letter enclosed
in the same safe dgposit box with the will, *
This letter, signed by Mr. Bennett, in-
structed the widow to give the $50,000 to
Mr. Bryan in secret.

Bennett visited Bryan’s home for two
days at Lincoln, Nebraska. Bryan drew
the will. Mrs. Bennett did the type-
writing. Bennett then returned to New
York and executed the will and copied 4nd
signed the letters drawn up for him in
Nebraska by Bryan.

Philo S. Bennett was killed in a run-
away accident in the summer of 1903. Not
long afterward his last will was presented
for probate in the_probate court at New
Haven. By its terms $75,000 was bestowed
upon Grace Imogene Bennett, the tes-
tator’s widow, together with three houses
(mortgaged) in Bridgeport, Conneticut,
also all paintings, pictures, furniture,
jewellry, bric-a-brac, etc., also one half 6f
the residuary estate. The sum of $73,000
was devised to various relatives,- and
$9,200 to churches, hospitals, etc. Mr.
Bennett bequeathed $20,000 to Mr. Bryan -
‘in trust, to be divided among twenty-five
colleges and universities to give prizes for
essays discussing the principles of free
government, and to help poor and
deserving boys to get an education. To
Mrs. Mary Baird Bryan, Mr. Bryan’s wife,
$10,000 was devised in trust to help poor
girls to get an education. Mr. Bennett
also left $5,000 to the New Haven Public
Library and $10,000 to erect the.Bennett
drinking fountain at the southeast corner
of New Haven green.

The twelfth Clause of the will was ag
follows:

“I give and bequeath unto my wife,
Gmlice Imogene Bennett, the sum of $50,
0 in trust, however, for the purposee
set' forth in a sealed letter which will be
found with this will.”

Mr. Bennett appointed Alfred P. Sloan,
his partner in business, and William
Jennings  Bryan, executors of the will,
which was executed in New York, on May
22, 1900. With the will Mr. Bryan presen-
ted the letter above referred to. It was
in an envelope marked:

“Mrs. P. 8. Bennett,—To be read only
by Mrs. Bennett and by her alone, after
my death.

In this letter Mr. Bennstt urged his wife
to give the $50,000 to Mr. Bryan becauge:
“] comsider it a duty, as I find it a
pleasure, to make this provision for his
financial aid, so that he may be more free
to devote himself to his chosen field of
labor.”

With this letter was one, which Mr.
Bryan drew up in Nebraska, and gave to
Mr. Bennett, who took it back to New

[ York, copied it, and sent it to Mr. Bryan

It was: ;
“New York, 5, 22, 19007
“My dear Mr. Bryan;

as original.

carried evenly on both feet, and the profile,| “I enclose a duplicate letter, which I
which was that of Gudrun or Aslauga, have placed in a sealed envelope, with in-
thrown out against a dark stone column. gtructions that it shall be opened by Mr&
What struck me most, next to the grave, Bennett, and read by her alone. I have
tranquil eyes, was her slow, unhurried stated therein the reasons for the pro-

em- |,

breathing in the hurry about her. She
was evidently a regular fare, for when' her
tram stopped she smiled at the lucky con-
ductor; and the last I saw of her was a
flash of the sun on the red maple leaf, the
full face still lighted by that smile, and
her hair very pale gold against the dead
black fur.” But the power of the mouth,
the wisdom of the brow, the human com-
prehension of the eyes, and the outstriking
vitality of the creature remained. That
is how I would have my country drawn,
were I a Canadian—and hung in Ottawa
parliament house, for the discouragement
of prevaricators.

FATAL RESULT OF
A GAS EXPLOSION

PITTSBURG, March 21—Two men were

horribly burned and may die, four others
were seriously burned and a side of the
new Kagle Hotel, the largest hostelry in
McKees Rocks, a suburb, was destroyed
by fire, resulting from a gas explosion
early today.

Andrew Nortard, 40 years old, and C.
W. Hilburn, 36 years old, are not ex-
pected to live. The others injured are:
Cris Dornbecker, Nick Dornbecker, form-
er’s son; Edward Cersero and Albert Ger-
cero.

The first two were taken to the Ohio
Valley Hospital, where it is said they will

visions made for you, and I sincerely hope
you will accept the sum of fifty thousand
dollars for yourself. Give ten thousand
'dollars to your wife, and invest fifteen
thousand dollars for the benefit of your
three children, giving five thousand to
each, whenever you think it wise to turn
. the money over to them.
| “If for any reason you decline to receive
the entire sum, or any part thereof I shall
.trust you to distribute the same according
to your judgment among educational and
! charifable institutions.
i “Sincerely yours,

“PHILO 8. BENNETT.”
\ The probate court admitted the will
iit»self to probate, but added: “it is con-
i sidered, adjudged, and decreed by this
court that neither said envelope nor letter,
nor said typewritten document, nor said
envelope, letter, and typewritten document
taken together, be approved or allowed as
a part of said will, and that the probate
of said envelope, letter, and typewritten
document, and each of same, be refused.”
, The Superior Court and the Supreme
| Court of Errors affirmed the judgment on

inppeal.—Ha.rper’s Weekly.
| “So your rich uncle is dead at last?”
| “Yes—after a lingering illness.”” “Did he
1retain possession of his faculties to the
‘end?”’ “Don’t know—his will hasn’t been
‘1ead yet.”—-Cleveland Leader.

not live. The explosion occurred in the|
room where Hilburn and Nortard wex‘e! “Do you understand the laws that influ
sleeping. All of the 75 roomers were|ence finance?’ inquired the  economist.
thrown from their beds and made frantic|“No,” answered the lobbyist. “I am more

efforts to leave the building. The prop-|interested in the finances that may influ-

erty loss is emall.

ence laws.”’—Washington Star.




