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CHAPTER XXIL

“To be plain with you,” Borrowdean re-
marked,’ “Mannering’s defection would be
irremediable. He alone unites Redford,
myself, and—well, to put it crudely, let
us say the Imperialistic Liberal Party
with Mannering and the old-fashioned
Whigs who prefer the ruts. There is no
other leader possible. Redford and I talk-
ed till daylight this morning. Now, can
nothing be done with Mannering?”

“To be plain with you too, thenm, Sir
Leslie,” Bernice answered, “I do not think
anything can be done with him. In his
present frame of mind I should eay that
he is better left alone. He has worked
himself up into a thoroughly sentimental
and, nervous state. For the moment he
has lost; his senses of balance.”

Borrowdean nodded.

“Desperate - necessity,” he said, “some-
times justifies desperate measures. We
need Mannering, the country and our
If argument will not
prevail there is one last alternative left to
us. It may not be such an alternative as
+we should choose, but beggars must not
be choosers. I think that you will know
‘what I mean.”

“] have no idea,” Bernice answered.

. “You are aware,” he continued, “that
'there is in Mannering’s past history an
'episode, ge publication of which would
entail somewhat serious consequences.”

“Well?”
| It was a most eloquent monosyllable,
ibut Borrowdean had gone too far to re-
‘treat. :

“I propose that we make use o§dlt," he
@aid. “Mannering’s attitude is rankly fpol—
iish, or I would not suggest such a thing.
But I hold that we are enmtitled, in the
circumstances, to make uee of any means
‘whatever to bring him to his senses.”

Bernice smiled. They were standing to-
gether upon a small hillock in the park,
watching the golf.

-  “Charlatanism in politics does not appeal

to me,” she said, drily. “Any party who
adopted such means. would completely
alienate my sympathies. No, my dear Bir
Leslie, don’t stoop to such low down
means. Manneéring ds honest, but infatu-
- ated. Win him back by fair means, if you
‘can,. but don’t attempt anything of the
sort you are suggesting. I, too, know his
history, from his own lips. Any one who
tried to use it against him would forfeit
my friendship!” .
“Suecess then would be bought too dear-
ly,” Borrowdean answered, with a gal-
‘Jantry which it cost him a good deal to
gssume. ‘“May I pass on, Duchess, in
conpection with this r:ﬂaltter, :tq as}f’ you a
@0mewhat more persol uestion?
"1 think Berenice said, calmly, “hat
'I can epare you the necessity. You were
:oingfn’lpezk,‘ ‘I believe, of the engage-

ment* between: Lawrence Mannering and

‘myself.”” : e,

“1 was,” Borrowdean admitfed._

“Tt: does not exisk any, longer,” Bere-
nice said: “I should be glad if you would
fnform.any one who has heard the rumor
that it- is without ;any foundation.”

Borrowdean looked tl}odght«fully at the
woman by his side. | < ;

“Tam: very glad 4" hear it,” he de-
clared. “I am glad for many'reasons, and
I am 5&”}1 ‘ nﬂbi;;w
v - er ‘eye s.

E‘ﬁ:@da- 1 cannot imagine how it should

‘gpu. personally.”

,wpulinps said more than'l meant to,”
#he replied, calmly. “I am a poor, strug-
gliffg politician myself, whose capital con-
‘gists of brains and a capacity for work,
and whose hopes are colored with per-
‘haps too daring ambitions. Amongst
them—"’

“Mr. Mannering has holed out from off
the green,” she interrupted. ‘‘Positively
Ammoral, I ecall it.” .

“Amongst them,” Borrowdean contin-
ued, calmly, “is one which some day or
other I must tell you, for indeed you are
<concerned in it.”

“I can assure yvou, Sir Leslie,”” she said,
Jooking at him steadily, “that I am not
at all a sympathetic person. My strong
advice to you would be—not to tell me.
‘I do not think that you would gain any-
thing by it.”

Borrowdean met his fate with a bow and
@ shrug of the shoulders.

*It only remains,” he said, “for me to
ibegi you to pardon for what might seem
tlike presumption. Shall we meet them on

“ithe last green?”

Mannering would have avoided Bere-
‘nice, but she gave him no option. She
:Jaid her hand upon his arm, and volun-
}tcered to show him a new way home.

“You must be on your guard, Law-
.rence,” she said. ‘“‘Lord Redford is very
{fond of concealing his plans to the last
\moment, but he is a very clever man.
And Sir Leslie Borrowdean would give
histlittle finger to catch you tripping. All
|this avoidance of politics is part of a
scheme. - They will spring some!ling up-
jon you quite suddenly. Dont give any
“hasty pledges.”

- “Thank you for your warning,” he said.
*I will be careful.”

‘“Tell me,” she said, “as a friend, what
are your plans? Forget that 1 am inter-
ested in politics altogether. I simply want
to know how you are spending your time
for the next few months.”

“It depends upon them,” he answered,
Jooking downwards into the valley, where
Jord Redford and Borrowdean were walk-
ing side by side. ‘‘If they ask me to re-
eign my seat I shail go north again, and
it is just possible that [ might come back
into the House at a labor member. On the
other hand, if they are content with such
support as 1 can give them, and to have
me on the fence at presevt so far as the
tariff question is concerned, 1 shall go
back and do the best | can for them.”

“You are not quite won over to the
other side yet, then,” she remarked, smil-
ing.

“Not yet,” he answered. “If ever there
was an honest doubter I am one. If 1
had never left my study KEngland could
not have contained a more rabid oppon-
ent of any change in our fiscal policy than
1. T am like a small boy who is abso-

@—;—\_/——

he is suffering. He takes his half wages
and closes the door upon his sufferings.
God help him!” :

““Adieu, politics,”” she declared, with a
shrug of the shoulders. ‘“Isn’t that Clara
playing croquet with Major Bristow? 1
wish I didn’t dislike that man so much.
I hat to see the child with him.”

Mannering sighed.

“Poor Clara!” he said. “I am afraid I
have left her a good deal to herself
lately.”

*“I am afraid you have,” she agreed, a
little gravely. “May I give you a word
of advice?”

“You know that I should be grateful for
it,” he declared.

‘“Be sure that she never goes to the
Bristows again, and ask her whether she
has any other card debts. It may be my

hangs about her, and looks at her. I am
sure that she does not like him, and yet
she never seems to have the courage to
snub him.”

*“I am very much obliged to you,” he
said. “I will speak to her today.”

“I don’t know where I am going, or
what I shall do for the autumn,” 'she con-
tinued ,with a little sigh, “but if you like
to trust Clara with me I will look after
her. I think that she needs a woman.
Yes, I thought so. Redford and Sir Les-
lie are waiting for you. Go and have it
out ‘with them, my friends.”

“You are too kind to me,” he said,
“kinder than I deserve!”

“Oh, I don’t know,” she answered. “I
am afraid that my kindnese is only an-
other form of selfishness. I am rather a
lonely person, you know. Lord Redford
is beckoning to you. I am going to break
up that croquet party.” :

Mannering joined the other twa men.
Berenice strolled on to the lawn. WMajor
Bristow eyed her coming with some dis-
favor. He was one of the men whom she
always ignored. Clara, on the other hand,
seemed proportionately relieved.

“lI want you to come to my room as
soon as you possibly can, child,” Berenice
said. “Shall I wait while you finish your

e?l’

“Oh, I will come at once,” Clara ex-
claimed, laying down her mallet. ‘“Major
Bristow will not mind, I am sure.”

Major Bristow looked as though he did
mind very much, but lacked the nerve to
say so. Berenice calmly took Clara by
the arm and led her away.

“You are not engaged to Major Bris-
tow by any chance, are you?”’ she asked,
calmly.

“Kngaged to Major Bristow? Heavens,
no!” Clara answered. “I don’t think he is
in the least a marrying man.” \

“So much the better for our sex,” Bere-
nice answered. “I wouldn't spend so
much time with him, my dear, if I were
you. I have known people with nicer
reputations.”

Clara turned a shade piler.

“I can never get away from him,” she
said. “He followe me—everywhere,
and—-"

“You do mot by any chance, I suppose,
owe him money?”’ Berenice asked. “They
tell me that he has a somewhat objection-
able habit of winning money from girls,
more than they can afford to pay, -and
then suggesting that it stands over for a
time.” , |

Clara turned towards her with terrified
eyes.

“I—I do owe Major Bristow a little
still,” she admitted. “I seem to have
been so unlucky. He told me that any
time would do, that I should win it back
again, and I had no idea what stakes we
were playing. I don’t touch a card now at
all, but this was at Ellingham House.
They insisted on my making a fourth at
bridge.” ;

Berenice tightened her grasp upon the
girl’s arm.

“Don’t say anything abomt this to gour
uncle just now,” she insisted. “I am going
to take you up to my room and write
you a cheque for the amount, whatever it
may be. Afterwards I will have a talk
with Major Bristow. Nonsense, child,
don’t cry! The money is nothing to me,

would look after you a little.”

“lI have been such a fool!” the girl
sobbed.

Berenice for a moment was also sad.
Her lips quivered, her eyes were wistful.

“We all think that sometimes, child,”
she said, quietly. “We all have our fool-
ish moments and our hours of repent-
ance. Kven the wisest of us!”

CHAPTER XXIII.

“I suppose,” Lord Redford said,thought-
fully, “politics represent a different thiny
to all of us, according to our tempera-
ment. To me, I must confess, it is .a
plain, practical business, the business of
law-making. To you, Mannering, I fancy
thatit appeals a little differently. Now,
Jet us understand one another. Are you
prepared to undertake this campaign
which we planned out a few months ago?”

“If T did undertake it, “Mannering said,
“it would be to leave unsaid the things
which you would naturally expect.from
me, and to say things of which you could
not possibly approve. I am very sorry.
You command my resignation at any mo-
ment, if you will. But my views, though
in the main they have not changed, are
very much modified.”

TLord Redford nodded.

“That,” he said, “is our misfortune, but
it certdinly is not your fault. As for your
resignation, if you crossed the floor of the
house tomorrow we should not require it
of you. You-are responsible to your con-
stituents only. We dragged you back into
public life—you see I admit it freely, and
we are willing to take our risk. Whether
you are with us or against us, we recog-
nize you as one of those whose place is
amongst the rulers of the people.”

“You are very generous, Lord Redford,”
Mannering answered.

“Not at all. It is no use being peevish.
You are a great disappointment to us, but
we have not given up hope. If you are not
! altogether with us today, there is tomor-
| row. I tell you frankly, Mannering, that I

fancy, but I don’t like the way that man |

and I always promised your uncle that I}’

tion of tariff is the sovereign, or even a
possible, remedy? Why, you yourself have
been one of the most brilliant pamph-
leteers against anything of the sort. You
have been called the Cobden of the day.
You cannot throw principles away like an
old garment.”

“Let us leave for one moment,” Man-
nering answered, ‘““the personal side of the
matter. I have seen in the majority of
our large cities terrible and convincing
proof of the decline of our manufacturing
industries. I have seen the outcome of this
in hundreds of ruined homes, in a whole
generation coming into the world half-
starved, half-clothed—God help those chil-
dren. I have always maintained that the
laboring classes should be the happiest
race of people in this country. I find them
without leisure or recreation, fighting fate
with both hands for food. Redford, the
whole world has never shown us a greater
tragedy than the one which we others de-
liberately and persistently close our eyes
to—I mean the struggle for life which is
being waged in every one of our great
cities.” . ;

“We have statistics,” Borrowdean be-
gan.

“Damn statistics,” Mannering interrupt-
ed. “I have juggled with figures myself in
the old days, and I know how easy it is.
So do you, and so does Redford. This is
what I want to put to you. The tragedy
is there. Perhaps those who have faced it
and come back again to tell of their ex-
{ perience have been a little hysterical—the
| horror of it has carried them away. They
may not have adopted the most effectual
means of making the world understand,but
it is there. I have seen it. A thousandth

which we had nothing to do, and _no busi-
ness to interfere, and we should be having
mass meetings at Exeter Hall, and making
general asses of ourselves all over the
country shrieking for intervention, wasting
a whole dictionary of rhetoric, and prob-
ably getting well snubbed for our pains,
And because the murders are by slow
poison instead of with steel, because they
are in our own cities and amongst our own
people, we accept them with a sort of
placid satisfaction. You, Lord Redford,
speak of character and enunciate social
laws, and Borrowdean will argue that af-
ter all the trade of the country is not so
bad as it might be, and will make an epi-
gram on the importation of sentimentality
into politics. In plain words, Lord Redford
we, as a party, are asleep to what is going
on. One statesman has recognized it, and
proposed a startling and drastic remedy.
We attack the remedy tooth and nail, but
we place forward no counter proposition.
It is as though a dying man were attend-
ed by two doctors, one of whom has pre-
pared a remedy, which the other declines
to administer w:\:hout suggesting one of his
own. It is not a logical position. The medi-
cine may not cure, but let the man have
his chance of life.”

“Your simile,” Lord Redford said, “as-
sumes that the man is dying.”

“I have seen the mark of death upon
his face,” Mannering !answered. “The
men who are traitors to their country to-
day are those who, healthy enough them-
selves, tolk causeless and shallow optim-
ism -which is fed alone by their own pros-
perity. The doctrine of Christ is the care
of others. If you do not believe, the sick
room is open also to you; go there unpre-
judiced, and with an open mind, and you
will come away as I have come away.”

“Must we take it, then, Mannering,”
Lord Redford said, gravely, “that you are
prepared to support the administering of
the medicine you spoke of.”

Mannering was silent for a moment.

“At least,” he said, “I am not going to
be amongst those who cry out against it
and offer nothing themselves. I am going
to analyze that medicine, and if I see a
chance of life in it I shall say let us run
a little rigk rather than stand inactive by,
to look upon the face of death. In other
words, I become for the moment a passive
figure in politics so far as this question
is concerned.”

Lord Redford held out his hand.

“Let it go at that, Mannering,” he said,
“T believe that you will come back to us.
We shall be always glad of your gupport,
but of course you will understand that the
position from today is changed. If you
had carried the standard, as we had hoped,
the reward also was to have been yours.
We must elect one of ourselves to take
your place. To put it plainly, your defec-
tion now releases us from all pledges.”

“I understand,” Mannering answered.
“It was scarcely ambition which brought
me back into politics, and I must work
for the cause in which I believe. If I am
forced to take any definite action, I shall
of course resign my seat.”

The door closed behind him. Borrow-
dean struck a match, and Lord Redford
looked thoughtfully out of the window
across the park.

“I was always afraid of this,” Borrow-
dean said gloomly. “There is a leaven of
madness in the man.’

Lord Redford shrugged his shoulders.

“Genius or madness,” he remarked. “We
may yet see him a modern Rienzi carried
into power on the shoulders of the people.
Such' a man might become anything. As
a matter of fact, I think that he will go
back into his study. He has the brain to
i fashion wonderful thoughts, and the lips
to fire them into life. But I doubt his
adaptability. I cannot imagine him ever
becoming a real and effective force.”

Borrowdean,who was bitterly disappoint-
ed, smoked furiously.

“We shall see,” he said. “If Mannering
is not for us, I think that I can at least
promise that he does mo harm on the
other side.”

Lord Redford turned away from the win-
dow., &

He eyed Borrowdean curiously.

“It was you,” he remarked,“who brought
Mannering back into public life. You
i had a certain reward for it, and you would
| have had a much greater one if things had
i gone our way. But I want you to remem-
;ber this. Mannering is best left alone—

now, for the present. You understand
me?’ !
Borrowdean shrugged his shoulders.

There was a good deal too much sentiment
‘in politics.
i * * - - - * -
Mannering and Berenice came together
for a few moments on the terrace after
dinner. He was not o completely engross-
'ed in his own affairs as to fail to motice
{ her lack of color and a certaih weariness
| of manner, which had'kept her more silent
! than usual during the whole' evening.
“Well?” she said. :
I “There is nothing definite,”” he answer-
led. “You see, the question of tariff re-
{ form' is not before the House at present,
! and Redford does not require me to resigh
| my seat. But of course it will come to
| that sooner or later.”
| She leaned over the grey

balustrade.

lutely sure that he has worked out his|look upon you as a man temporarily ]c‘di Witht her it was a moment of weakness.

eum correctly, but finds the answer is

astray by a wave of sentimentality. So

{ She was suddénly conscious of the fact

not the one which his examiner expects. |long as the world lasts there will be rich | that she was 1o’ Tonger a young woman.

I'here is something wrong somewhere. 1
want, if I can, to diecover it. 1 onl§’
want the truth! T don’t see why it should

. be so hard to find, why figures and com-
mon sense should clash entirely and hor-
ribly with existing facts.”

“You wore dun-colored spectacles when
you took your walks abroad,’ she said,
¥miling. ‘“No one elee seems o have dis-
covered so distressing a state of affairs
as you have spoken of.”

“Because they never looked beneath the
&urface,” he.answered. “1 myself might
have failed to understand if 1| had not
been shown. Remember that of our work-

ing man of the better class does not go
" the universal depression of trade. How

employed banner and in a tin cup when | can vou possibly imagine that the imposi- ' short, and { am not a young woman any

marching through the streets with an un-

imen and poor, but you must always re- |
this that it is

i member in considering
| character as well as circumstances which
fe R &

ixs at the root of the acquixition of wealth.

| our social failure. Tt is the slow evolution
!'of the human laws of necessity. The social-
ist and the sentimentalist and the philan-
! thropist, dropping gold through his fing-
iers, have each had their fling at it, but
their cry is like the ery from the wilder-
ness—a long, long thmg!  And then to

: come to the real point. Mannering. Grant
' for a moment all that you have told Bor-:
 rowdean and myself about the conditions

of the labor classes in the great towns and

{ Generations have gone to the formation of |

The time when she might hope to find in
life the actual flavor and joy of passionate
[ living was nearing. the end. And a little
while ago they had seemed so near! The
pity of it stirred up a cerlain sense of

rebellion in her heart. She was still a!
beautiful woman. She knew very well the |

arts _by which men are enslaved. Why

should she not try them upon him—this | ly. “Therc must be something great about

' man who loved her, who scemed willing m! a man capable of such
sacrifice both their lives to a piece of | sacrifice. For at heart Lawrence Manner-

' senseless quixoticism? 1ler fingers touched | ing is an ambitious man.

his, and held ' them softly. Thrilled
through all his senses, he turned towards
her wonderingly.

<
“Are we wise, Lawrence,” she whisp(‘r-l

ed, “if indeed you love me? Life is so

I
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more. I have been lonely so long. I
want a little happiness before I go.”

“Don’t!” he cried, hoarsely. -“You
know—what comes between us.”

She was-a little indignant, but still ten-
der.

“This woman does not want you, Law-
r@pce,” she cried. “I do! Oh Lawrence!” |

He faltered. She laid her fingers upon
his arm. ;

“Come down the steps,” she murmured,
“and I will show you Lady Redford’s rose-
garden.”

Her touch was compelling. He could not
have resisted it. And about his heart lay
the joy of her near presence. Side by side
they moved along the terrace—it seemed
to him that they passed towards their des-
tiny. Her neck and .bosom, fine and
shapely, rising like marble from the re-
lief of her black lace dinner-gown, were

I believe that Sir Leslie would find his

epitaph a little previous. I saw a great
deal of Lawrence Mannering in the coun-
try, and I think that I understand him
as well as ecither of you. I believe that
his day will come.”

‘“Well, all T can say is,” Lord Redford
nounced, ‘“that I very much wish you

ad lett him down at his country home.
etween you you have created a very seri-
ous situation. I must go up to town to-
morrow and see Mannering. In the mean-
time, Leslie, I ehall leave those reports

nering altogether.”

Bernice turned away with a little smile
at her lips. She had a very little opinion
of Lord Redford and his following. Al-
ready she saw the man whose career they
counted finished at the head of a new and
greater party. There were plenty of clever
men of the coming generation, plenty of
room tor compromises, for the formatin of
a great national party out of the scattered
units of a disunited opposition. She be-
held Mannering strong enough to do this.
She saw in it greater possibilities than
might have been forthcoming even if he
had been chosen to lead the somewhat
ragged party represented by Lord Redford
and his followers. For the rest, she had
been very near the success she so desired.
Only an accident had robbed her of viec-
tory. If once they had reached the rose-

garden she knew that she would have tri- |,
| umphed.

As the maid took off her jewelry that
night she smiled at herself in the glass.
She was thinking of that moment on the
terrace. The glow had not wholly faded
from her face—she saw herself with her
long, slender neck and smooth, unwrinkled
complexion, still beautiful, still a woman
to be loved. Her maid ventured to whis-
per a word of respectful compliment. T.ru-
ly Madame La Duchesse was growin

! .
younger.n » » -

What strange whim, or evil fate, had
turned his feet in that direction? Man-
nering often tried to trace backwards the
workings of his mind that night, but he
never wholly succeeded. He reached Lon-
don about eleven, and sent his man home
with his luggage, intending merely to call
in at the club for letters. But afterwards
he remembered only that he had strolled
aimlessly along homewards, thinking deep-
ly, and not particularly careful as to his
direction. Even then he would have pass-
ed the house in Sloane Gardens without
looking up, but for the civil ‘“‘Good night,
sir,” of a coachman sitting on the box of
a small brougham drawn up against the
kerb. He raised his read to return the
salute, and realized at once where he was.

Suady tuee VD & RS R Almost at the same moment the front door

The gentle rustling of her clothes, with
their slight mysterious perfume, was like
music to him. A sudden wave of passion
carried him away. The primitive virility
of the man, awake at last, demanded its
birthright.

And then upon the lower step they met
Borrowdean, and he placed himself square-
ly in their way.

“I am sorry to interrupt you,” he said,
gravely, “but Lord Redford has sent me
out to look for you, and to send you at
once into the library. Something rather
serious has happened.”

Mannering came down to earth.

‘“The evening papers have come,” Bor-
rowdean answered. ‘The Pall Mall has
the whole story. You were seen at the
working-men’s club in Glasgow!”

Mannering turned towards the house.
His nerves were all tingling with excite-
ment, but the thread had suddenly been
snapped. He was no longer in danger of
yielding to that flood of delicious sensa-
tions. His voice had been almost steady
as he had begged Berenice to excuse him.
Berenice stood quite still. Her hand was
pressed to her side, her dark eyes were lit
with passion. She leaned forward towards
Borrowdean, and seemed about to strike
him.

“You will find yourself—repaid for this,
Sir Leslie,” she murmured.

Then she turned abruptly away. For an
hour or more she walked alone amongst
the trellised walks of Lady Redford’s rose-
garden. But Mannering did not return.

'

CHAPTER XXIV.

“You see, Mannering,”” Lord Redford
said, tapping the outspread evening paper
with his forefinger,“the situation now pre-
sents a different aspect. I have no wish
to force your hand—a few hours ago I
think I proved this. But if you are to
remain even nominally with us some sort
of pronouncement must come from you in
reply to these statements.”

“Yes,” Mannering answered, “that is
quite reasonable.”

“The postponement of your campaign
has been hinted at before,” Lord Redford
continued, “but we have never used the
word abandonment. Now, to speak blunt-
ly, the whole fat is in the fire. Your
place on the fence is no longer possible.
You must make your own declaration, and
it must be for one of three things. You
must remain with us, abandon public life
for a time, or go over to the other side.
And you must make promptly an an-
nouncement of your intentions.”

“I have no alternative in the matter,”
Mannering said. “In fact, I think that
this has happened opportunely. My pres-
ence with you was sure to prove some-

I shall apply for the Chiltern Hundreds to-
morrow, and I shall not seek to re-enter
the present Parliament. The few months’
respite will be useful to me. I can only
express to you, Lord Redford, my sincere
gratitude for all your consideration, and
my regret for this disarrangement of your
plans.”

Lord Redford sighed. Why were men
born, he wondered, with such a prodigious
capacity for playing the fool?

“My chief regret, Mannering,” he said,
“is for you. The Fates so controlled cir-
cumstances that you seemed certain to
achieve as a young man what is the
crowning triumph of us veterans in the
political world. I orespect the honest
scruples of every man, but it seems to
me_ that you are throwing away an unpar-
alleled opportunity in a fit of what a prac-
tical man like myself can only call senti-
mentality. T have no more to say. For-
give me if T have said too much. For the
rest, give us the pleasure of your company
here for as long as you find it convenient.
We will abjure politics—and you shall give
me my revenge at golf.”

Mannering shook his head.

“l am very much obliged to you,” he
said, “but there is only one course open
to me. I must go back and make my
plans. If T could have a carriage for the
nine-forty!”

Lord Redford made no effort to induce
him to change his mind, though he remain
ed courteous to the last.

“] was really glad to have him go,” he
told Borrowdean afterwards. “His very
prcsence—the thought that there could be
such colossal fools in the world, irritated
me beyond measure. You can write his

epitaph, T.eslie, if your humorous vein is|’

working, for the man is politically dead.”
“One never knows,” Bernice said, quiet-

prodiglous self-

T.ord Redford shrugged his shoulders.

“Perhaps,” he said, “but I am veryfi
There is nothing so groat‘p

purve of this.
about the man as his folly.”
Bernice smiled. ‘
“We shall see,” she said.

“Personally,

opened, and behind a glow of_ light in the
hall he saw a familiar figure in the act of
passing out to her carriage. The street
was well lit, and he was almostd e ogpomte
st. She recognize: m at once.
= “]ai-;gx?:nce,” she exclaimed, i_ncredu-
lously. “You—were you coming in?” .

She was wrapped from head to foot in
a long white opera cloak, but the'Jewels
in her hair and at her throat glistened
in the flashing light. She moved slowly
forward to his side. Her maid, who had
been coming out to open the carriage
door, lingered behind.

“]— Upon my word, I scarcely know
how I came here,” he answered, a little
bewildered. “l was walking home—it 18
scarcely out of my way—and thinking.
You are going out?”’

She nodded. Looking at her now more
closely he saw the shadows under her
eyes, only imperfectly concealed. The lit-
tle gesture with which she answered him
savored of weariness. :

“Yes, I was going out. I haveisat alone
with my thoughts all day, and I don’t
want to end my life in a lunatic asylum.
I want a little change, that is all. If you
will come-in and talk to me instead t:hat
will‘do as well. Any sort of distraction,
you see,” she added, with a hard little
laugh, “just to keep me from—"

She did not finish her sentence. He
looked at her gravely, and from her to
the waiting carriage. He euddenly real-
ized how the altered condition of affairs
must affect her. %

“I shall have to come and see you in a
day or two,” he/said. “But now—" he
hesitated.

“Why not now, then?’ ehe asked.

“You have an engagement,” ne 'said.

She shook her head.

“] was only going somewhere to sup-
per. I was going to call for Eva Fanes-
borough, and I suppose we ehould have
had some bridge afterwards. Come in
instead, Lawrence. I can telephone to
her.”

Already a presage of evil seemed to be
forming itself in his mind. He would have
given anything to have thought of some
valid excuse.

“Your carriage—"

“Pooh!”’ she answered. ‘‘John, I shall
not. want you tonight,”” she said to the
coachman. “Come!”

She led the way, and Mannering follow-
ed. As the maid closed the door behind
them Mannering felt his breath quicken
—hid sense bf depression grew stronger.
He secemed threatened by some new and
intangible danger. He stood on the hearth-
rug while she bent over the switch and
turned on the electric light in the sit-
ting-room. Then she threw off her cloak
and looked at him curiously for a mo-
ment. Her face softened.

“My dear Lawrence,” she ‘said, ‘has
politics done this, or are you ill?”

“I am quite well,” he answered. “A
little tired, perhaps. I have had rather a
trying day.”

She rang the bell, and ordered sand-
wiches and wine.

“You look like a corpse,” she said, and
stood over him while he ate and drank.
And all the time that indefinable fear
within him grew. She made him smoke.
Then she leaned back in an easychair and
looked across at him.

“You had something to say to me.
What was it?”

“Nothing good,” he answered. “I have
quarrelled with my party, and I have to
resign my seat in the House.”

“Already®”

“Already! I am sorry, as of course in a
few months’ time I should have been' in
office, and drawing a considerable salary.
As it is—" he hesitated.

“Oh, 1 understand!” she said. “Well,
it doesn’t matter much. I only have the
house for six months furnished, and that’s
paid for in advance. John must go, and
the horses can be sold.”

He looked at her in amazement. Only
a few monthe ago she had talked very
differently. 5
{To be continued.)
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P. E. ISLAND LIQUOR ACT
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ation.

'Rev. Thomas Marshall, of Prohibitory Commission, Re-

severdly alone. We must ignore Mr. Man- |

~ ports to the Temperance Federation Meeting Held in St.
John---J. Willard Smith Re-elected President of Feder-

A representative meeting of the Newif adog_ted in New Brunswick would -be good

us

4 i i o for us. \
Brunswick Temiperance Federation Wwa8| The police magistrate sald: “The aci is &

afternoon, the president, J.
Smith, in the chair. Rev. N. McLaughlin
conducted devotional exercises. |

The president submitted a very encour-
aging report of the year's work of the
federation, showing that great gains had
been made in different parts of the prov-
ince.

Letters received from members of the
federation in outside districts, who were
upable to-get to the meeting, expressed
sympathy with the work and wrote en-
couragingly of the outlook for temperance
reform.

Rev. Thomas Marshall then read his re-
port to the federation on the work of the
government commission.

Charlottetown, P. E. 1., Dec. 20th, 1907.

J. Willard Smith, Esq., President of N. B.
Temperance Federation:

Dear Brother: The prohibitory commission
having completed its work, and its report
having been published by the government, I
wish as the representative of the federation
on the commission to call attention to some
things in the report. Appended to it is the
commission under which the enquiry was
made and a su y of the evid taken,
both of which need to be considered with the
report to fully understand the significance of
the findings.

"The ‘commission reads in part as follows:

Whereas ,the committee of the executive
council have had under consideration applica-
tions from various temperance organizations
of the province supported by largely signed
petitions praying that prohibitory law might
be introduced by the government into the
legislative assembly; and the N. B. Temper-
ance Federation as representing the temper-
ance sentiments of the province has request-
ed that such measure may be similar to that
in force in P. B. I, which it asserts has very
much curtailed the use of intoxicating liquors
in that province and has been productive of
much good; and whereas it has been asserted
on the other hand, that the said law has not
done for sald province of P. E. I. what its
advocates have claimed for it, and that the
evils arising from the working of sald law
more than counterbalance any apparent good
that has resulted; and whereas the committee
before committing the government of the
province to a prohibitive temperance policy
consider it advisable that the fullest infor-
mation should be obtained, not only as to
the working of the Scott Act in the province
of New Brunswick in the counties were the
same is now in force, but also as to the
working of the prohibitory law in P. E. 1.—
3‘0 investigate the working of said acts and

e results accruing from the passage and
enforcement of the same, whether beneficial
to the provinces where the same are in force
—making such enquiry as full and complete
as possible and report your findings to the
executive council of New Brunswick.”
‘The government’s commission says that
‘‘the federation asserts that the P. E, I. act has
very much curtailed the use of intoxicating
liquors in that province and has been pro-
ductive of much good.” The report signed by
the three commissioners amply justifies that
claim. It says: “There has been a consider-
able decrease in the sale of liquors. The act
‘has abolished the open saloon and bar-room
and treating, and has curtailed to a great ex-
tent open drunkenness, noise and rowdyism,
and in the country districts the open sale of
;x;t:{t'lcuung liquor has been practically stop-

The evidence would have justified the say-.
ing much more, but the finding given asserts
the truth of all the advocates of the prohibi-
tory law claimed for it. It must be remember-
ed that the comparisons as to drinking and
drunkenness are not with a license law, but
with the Scott act, for a good many years
the law of P. E. I. Had the comparison been
with a license law it would have been more
favorable to the prohibitory act.

In New Brunswick.

In New Brunswick one great difficulty in
the way of enforcing the Scott act is the facil-
ity the license law gives for gending liquor into
Scott act counties. With hardly an exception
the wholesale dealers are continuously and
notoriously violating the provisions of the
license law under which they enjoy the privi-
lege to sell intoxicating liquors, and are aid-
ing and abetting violations of the Scott act,
by sending to dealers In Scott act counties in-
toxicating liquors.contrary to the law. The
report points out that the P. E, I. law is a
provincial one applying to the whole province
and is responsive to the people’'s will, and
any needed amendments can more readily be
made than to the Canadda Temperance Act,
and it has all the machinery of the provincial
government for its enforcement. The act is
simpler in its forms and methods, more re-
strictive than the Scott act and its penalties
are more severe.

In P. E. I. where the act has been longest
in force the greatest gain is shown, and
where lesser advantage is shown over the
Scott act it is in places where the act has only
been about a year in force. The Scott act was
repealed about a year ago in Summerside and
the prohibitory act was thus brought into
force; but even there the overwhelming evi-
dence proved there was less drunkenness and
crimes caused by drinking. Nine persons in
Summerside were driven out of the business of
liquor selling during the year and from 60 to
seventy-five per cent less persons were in
jail under prohibition than under the Scott
act. The table of arrests for four years past,
three under the Scott act and one under prohi-
bition, has its own significance—1303, 53; 1904,
63; 1906, 57; 1906, 26, The police affirmed the
same conditlons as to arrests existed during
the four years. Several of the witnesses stat-
ed that whilst there was less drunkenness
they were in doubt as to whether there was
less drinking. It was pointed out that in a
number of well known cases the prohibitory
act had resulted in greater comfort and pros-
perity and happiness in homes before cursed
by drink. The majority of witnesses sald
that the order and prosperity and welfare of
Summerside had greatly improved under the
act.

In Oharlottetown.

In Charlottetown where the act has been
longest in force the evidence leaves no pos-
sible doubt as to the great gain under prohibi-
tion. There has been a general improvement
in business. Trade was never better. Tourist
travel has increased from year to year. The
hotels aré better and more satisfactory in
character. The quiet and peace of the city
has greatly improved, the money formerly
going to the saloon now going to the land-
lords for better houses and to the merchants
for goods and provisions for the family. One
of the members of the government said: ‘I
don’t know anything that has done so much
good for Charlottetown as the prohibitory
act. It has not injured trade but helped it.”
The only business shown by the evidence to
be injured by the prohibitory act is that of
the sals of intoxicating liquors. The position
(and character and number of the witnesses
, testifying to-the value of prohibition must in
; itself carry great weight, the premier of
the province, the mayor of the city, the su-
perintendent of education, members of the
government and legislature, the police magis-
trate, and police clerk, the chief of police,
the inspector, and some.of the most influenti-
al merchants and professional men of the city,
all gave clear and explicit and emphatic testi-
mony as to the great advantages of the law

of its value. The premier. sald: “There is no
doubt of its being away ahead of the Scott
jact and of any other laws that I have known
| of, to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors.
| As attorney general of the. province and hav-
i ing conducted and supervised the whole pro-
| ceedings in the Island, I simply say the pro-
ihlbitlon act is a great success. Although not
lbelng a teetotaler myself I still think the law
\a great step in advance Ifn preventing the sale
{ of liquor. I have no doubt in the world it has
itnuded to decrease crime, and it must. Any
!{man of common sense knows ‘if you keep men
sober you will not have as much crime. It
{bas been proved here that it can be carried
|out and that the sale of liquor in a town of
| this size can certainly be prevented and has
lbccn prevented. I think the same principle
|

would apply to much larger towns than this.”

The mayor said: ‘‘The prohibition act is
ibettar for us than the Scott act. It is foolish
to say the act has caused evils that counter-
balance any apparent good. There is no doubt

l

held in the T S success here. It is being very well enforced
W- 0. T. U. rotues W cdnadny with the effect of a very noticeable decrease

Willard | i

n drunkenness in this city, and this is what
will appeal to the common sense of every-
body. There has been a very marked change
in the drinking habits. There is no doubt that
the act has closed open saloons. I regard it
as a very effective measure.’’

The records of the police clerk show arrests
to have been In — s
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*Years of bridge building bringing a large
number of foreign laborers into the city.

**To November the 4th.

There has been a marked decrease in the
amount of liquer imported into P. E. I. The
fteam Navigation Company’s figures ars
or— N

Tons.
L R R S A >
3020, 5L S0 on o eees TR
1903. . b R T 672
JIM. 0l es e Tensss B0
ABBS. o o oo vl v whie 462

. ;Tl:ie first year of prohibition for the whole
sland,

The figures by s}{ipplng lines represented by
Carvell Bros.:

In 1904, 7,348 cases; 165 octaves, 90 casks;
total, 7,603.

In 1906, 1,956 cases, 42 octaves, 27 casks;
total, 2,025,

About the year 1900 one party had a single
shipment through this firm of 1,600 cases. .

Available information from other shippers
also showed a decrease in Importations, and
a considerable amount of liquor formerly
smuggled from St. Pierre has now altogether
stopped.

Business Men Quoted.

The business men who appeared before the
commission reported an increased trade as
the result of prohibition. Whilst ascribing
much of the improvement to the generally
prosperous state of the country yet no. smail
part of the gain was said tp be owing to the
great advantages derived through the prohibi~
tory law. As for instance: The decreased con-
sumption of liquors, the increase ir wage
earning power by the decréase of drinking
and drunkenness, and by the less interference
with business by drinking, the money form-
erly spent in liquors now devoted to the
legitimate wants of the person and family,
and the great saving in the decrease of crimes
caused by drink, all combining to bring about
the greater prosperity of the Island.

The popularity of the law in the Island is
unquestioned and none of the witnesses even
suggested the possibility of repeal, the gen=
eral opinion was ‘that it would gradually be=-
come more stringent and effectiye. Practic-
ally it was said the act had eliminated the
saloon power from political life.

The only thing in the report to the seem-
ing disadvantage of the P. E. I, law is where
it states ‘‘there has been an increase in the
crime of perjury’’ arising under two sections
of the act requiring persons arrested for
drunkenness to state where ‘they obtained
the liquor. The report jqualifies the statement
by saying that twenty-two convictions agdinst
liquor sellers were directly attributable to in-
formation obtained under this clause. Another
gain not stated in the report is that this sec-
tion has had the effect of making it jpractic-
ally impossible for a good many persons to
get liquor at all. The report simply states a
fact common to all laws dealing with - the
liquor traffic. Any law enforced with equal
vigor would result in perjury, not because of
the law, but from the character of the per-
sons put under oath. A médn that would per-
jure himself under-a prohibitory law would
do the same under any other act that con-
travened his personal interests and inclina-
tions, The evidence showed perjury under the
Scott act as great in proportion to the num-
ber of cases tried as under the prohibifory
act. The judges of England where there is
neither Scott act mnor prohibition bitterly
complain of the great prevalence of perjury
cases there. Any person famillar with New
Brunswick law courts knows well that perjury
is not confined to Scott act counties or to
cases arising in connection with that act.

Perjury is an evil, a degrading thing, and
you may peint it in its darkest colors, but it
is not one thousandth part as evil and de-
grading as the liquor traffic. Not only the
sanctity of an oath, but everything sacred,
even life itself, is ruthlessly violated by the
traffic in intoxicating liquors. As a misery
fproducing cause, there is' no comparison be-
tween the two, and there is hardly anything
so prolific in perjury as the sale and use of
intoxicating liquors. The cry of perjury being
caused by prohibition is a mere bugaboo.

New Brunswick Government
Justified in Passing Act, He
Says.

In closing this report I wish to give & per-
sonal testimony. I have lived since last July
in Charlottetown, and I know of no city or
town in the maritime provinces so law abid-
ing and with so little known drinking or
drunkenness, and whilst the prohibitory law
is not perfect, I believe as the premier stat-
ed, ‘It is ahead of the Scott act and a long
way, a very long way ahead of a license
law.” There is no more practical teaching of
the evils of liquor drinking than the prohi-
bition of its sale as a beverage. It is a signi-
flcant fact that among those who complain
most of the violations of the Scott act very
few indeed recomrinended the substitution of
a license law for it, and of the very few whg
did, nearly all admitted that it would be im-
possible to get a majority of electors to favoi
their view, and if a vote were taken the law
would be sustained; and there would be no
chance of repeal except in favor of a better
and more stringent law.

A careful and as far as possible a dispas-
sionate review of the facts and evidence
gathéred by the commission, leads me to the
conclusion that the findings of the commis- :
sion and the evidence appended would amply
justify the New Brunswick government in en-
acting a provincial act as asked for by the
federation, and that in so doing they would
be promoting the moral and material well be-~
ing of the province.

Respectfully yours,
THOMAS MARSHALL.

After hearing the report, the meeting
expressed tehir approval by tendering to
Mr. Marshall a unanimous and hearty
vote of thanks.

A delegation was armugfd to go before
the local government in St. John tomor
Tow.

The following officers were elected for
1908: J. Willard Smith, St. John, presi-
dent; Rev. C. Flemington, Point de Bute;
C. Hutchings, St. John; M. C. Tilley, St.
John; W. A. Trueman, Campbellton; .1
V. Jackson, Moncton; Rev. J. B. Dag-
gett, Kast Florenceville; Mrs. J. Seymour,
St. John; J. R. Woodbugn, St. John, vice-
presidents; E. N. Stockford, St. John, sec-
retary-treasurer.

The executive will consist of the officers
with the following: Rev. T. Mar&halll
Charlottetoym; Rev. C. W. Hami]ton:

to P. E. I. The people who know the law, | Salisbury; M. G. Harmer, Norton; Rev.
who live under it, are surely the best judges | Dr. Joseph McLeod. Fredericton; Robert

Maxwell, M. P. P St. Johni: Mre. J. 1.
Gray, Fairville: 8. P.. McCavour, St,
John; Dr. W. F. Roberts, St. John; Rey,
1. A. Brown, Elgin.

0. B. Stockford, B. C. L., president of
the High River Temperance and Moral
Reform Association, addressed the meeting
telling of the progress made along these
lines in Alberta.

Various other matters were dealt with
by the federation, after which the meet-
ing was adjourned, with the benediction
by Rev. Mr. Marshall, the members goj g
away feeling that it was a most succ(;s-
ful meeting.

Mrs. D. A. Gould, of Center Barnstead (N,
H.), has a valuable collection of antique ap~

the people are in favor of the law and if an | ticles, "including the battle flag of Gen. An-
jappeal was made to {hem, there would be a | drew Jackson, used at the battle of New
large majority in its/favor, I think the law Orleans im
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