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JUDGE ROBSON

» CONTROVERSY

- ISINTERESTING

Sir Robert Tables All Corres-
pondence in Connection
With Resignation of
Chairman of Com-
merce Board.

——

ALSO REPLES TO
MR. MURDOCK

With the Cards All Exposed
Commissioner Murdock Ap-
pears With a Losing Hand.

(Continved from page 1
That Memorandum

Three days later Mr, Murdock wrote
to Sir Robert forwarding a memoran-
dum in which are outlined the sections
of the Board of Commerce Act, “which
were changed in effect by the revision
of the Civil Service Act, which was
made effective November 10, 1919.” In
his lettér Mr. Murdock calls attention
to changes proposed in the annual re
port of the Board of Commerce, “to
ensure prompt and satisfactory em-
ployment of various exper§ assistants,
that the Board may need for a short
time occasionally without the nbtori-
ety or delay of going to the Civil Ser
vhoo Commission.”

Then comes Mr. Murdock’s letter of
JJune 24 in which he resigns his ap-
pointment, and Sir Robert's reply cit-
ed above.

Robson Correspondence

orre vondence over the resigna
tior of Judge Robson, as Chairman of
the ro0ard of Commence, opens with a
letter from Judge Robson to Sir
George Foster on February 23, 1820,
and closes with a letter from J. B.
Hugg, to Sir George on March 7, 1920.
The first letter has already been pub-
lished. In it, Judge Robson tenders
his resignation, and expresses the view
that he is “out of sympathy with the
Act (the Combines and Fair Prices
Act) and it is my duty to inform you
thereof.”

“We restrain and discourage the
citizen who supplies food and wcloth-
ing,” Judge Robson adds, “but leave
free to profiteer, as he pleases, the
man who deals in non-essentials or
luxuries.”

A letter from Sir George Foster fol-
lows, in which Judge Robson is in-
fcrmed thes his resignation has been
accepted and peraculsing that sugges:
tions made will have govermment con
sideration. Then comes a long letter
from Judge Robson tg Sir George" Fos-
ter, in which Judge Robson replies to
the accusations made against him in
respect to the Crescent Creamery Com
pany. The letter was written from
Winnipeg on March 1, 1920, and is as
follows:

2 UUDGE ROBBON .. .. .. ciaiaw

“My dear Sir George, 1 ﬂmnk you
for your letters of 25th and 26th ulto.

conversations with the

a During the e! ions
ther commissioners, immediately pre-

ceding my retiremeént, mention was
made of several matters. These are
an Indication to me of the statements
made, or lkely to be made, to you in
my absence,

The Creamery Case.

“There are oertain circumstances
in relation to the Crescent Creamery
Compa) case here, which are pressed
into se /ice against me. I did not sit
in thaf case because, as then stated,
my fa iy live here and I was sub-
stantl iy interested in the cause.
This is a matter I felt to'be of a ser-
fous nature. When I was in the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission 1 had an
amendment passed declaring 1 should
not be disqualified because of the fact
that I was a consumer. This merely
shows that the point really weightd
with me. In my judicial position here
in the past, where the element of in-
terest was not present, I had admin-
istered the law fearlessly and regard-
less of friend »r foe. The law reports
show that.

“Much was made of the fact that
there was found by Commissioner
Murdock on the desk in my private
office, a letter sent to me by the soli-
citor of the Crescent Creamery Com-
pany, enclosing a copy of his draft
factum in the stated case pending
before the '‘Supreme Court. The send-
ing of the letter was mere thoughtless
impertieence. The receipt was as
much a surprise Lo me as to anyone
else. I had never suggested such a
thing, and, In fact, had previously ex-
pressly forbidden that the factum be
shown to me. I deny emphatically the
imputation that I advised in the case.
At this point let me say that my ex-
perience has been that, until tribunals
of this nataure have been supported
in their jurisdiction by judzments of
our Supreme Courts, they are not apt
to receive the desired respect from
the classes affected. It was particu-
larly so in the case of radical enact-

‘ ment such as that administered by the

Board of Commerce.
Judicial Viewpoint.

“As a lawyer, who had had to study
these jurisdictional questions, T had
doubts as to the validity of certain

materiaj provisions, and I felt that,
until these were clearedq away, our
board was at a disadvantage. I was

not the first {o raise the question. It
has been mooted, I find, long before
1t occurred to me. I was proceeding
judicially, and I acknowledge that I
hesitated at making orders limiting
prices by restricting profits (practical
ly to a certain extent exxpropriating)
unti}] it was certain that we were in
all points justified in so doing. It was
this consideration, and this alone,
that led to the suggestion of getjing
the legal question disposed of.
“To proceed to another matter,

nce was there at any time any
/Tmposition of my wil] upon the other
members of the board.

: ;ish to add unqualifedly, that in no

Tariff Enquiry.

“The proposed tariff inquiry was
.suggested by me and met with ap-
proval. In fact there was no sugges
tion of any question, except, perhaps,
the fact that the overnment had indl-

cated its purpose of agppolnting

Tarift « My view was that
{that fact did not alsolve ue from the
‘|duty of going into the matter under
our own procedure. I had no politi-
cal purpose to serve. My view was
that an effective way of reducing the
cost of clothing ' of all kinds would
Ilikely be found to be by means of
tariff reduction. That may be defer
red till exchange is rectified, but, sub-
ject to that, I belleve my theory cor-
rect. It was in this connection that
the texxtile inquiries were tssued and
that the difficulty in obtaining expert
help herein referred to became acute.

“Another point. There was never
hesitation on the part of any one at
Fpmceealn; to hold public hearings
and cost exposures. Had w2 sat still
and proceeded by the silent question-
naire method, there would have been
an outery at once. When the acts
were introduced, publicity was stated
to be one of the objects. The pub-
licity, that was allowed by our investi-
gatlons, was, undoubtedly, beneficial
and from what T heard on all hands,
gave great eatlsfaction to the consum-
ing public. Any suggestion that I
was responsible for inquiring into
costs and profits of milkmen, bakers
and small retallers, contrary to the
wishes of the majority of the board
is absolutely unfounded.

“I had the view that appoéntment of
a local officer in every municiaplity of
any size (at the expense of the muni-
cipality after the pattern of the Eng-
lish system) would be advantageous.
Protest against this was made in the
Board and the proposal was modified
and in fact mever went Into e:ect. I
acquiesce in the proposal of an in-
quiry system by means of an expert
staff at the office of the Board. Tha$
would have been instituted more fully
bt for difficully in getting.e staft
through the Civil Service Commission,
That is a matter easily rectified. 1
wrote you on the 'subject. You will,
however, remember your warning to
us to keep expense of administration
down to the lowest possible point.

“I resent as base and false insinua-
tions, the statements that I opposed
the operation of the law and hamper-
ed the Boand deliberately to kil the
Act. as llkewise, and even more em
phatically, the charge that 1 was
guilty of duplicity for the purpose ot
asgisting the Government in sthe de
feat of its own measure. I did claim
responsibility for the fact that the
Board was not equipped with a staff
to enable it to enter into the details
of every person and concern in Can-
ada engaged in the production, manu-
facture and distribution of the neces-
saries of life. It was impossible for us
to undertake that work without men of
our own chosing. That was a matter
unsolved when I left. The correspond-
ence speaks for itselfg. There were
no other circumstances hampering
the work of the board. My absence
from time to time did not affect it as
there was an acting chairman who
was quite as familiar with the work
of the Board as I was. I explained to
you, in a letter some time ago, that
the way did not seem clear to me to
move to Ottawa and I virtually put
myself in the hands of the Govern-
ment.

“I take the position that every
nember of the Board should consider
the effect of the acts upon every ele-
ment of the community. The Board re-
presented no class. I represented no
class. The Acts, while capable ot
good, are capable, also, of injury to
certain vital interests of Camada. It
was the duty of the Board to see that
harm was avoided if possible. T never
went further than that. I have express.
ed the view that profit restriction, ap--
plied to agriculture and” livestock and
dairy industries, is liable to retard
production at a time when the country
urgently needs it. I have, also, latter-
ly .rongly felt the discrquinntmn ap-
+ .ed by the Act against certain class-
es of dealers. To this extent I frankly
acknowledge being disinclined to ap-
ply the Act rigidly. I have thought the
system should in this onnection at
least, be withdrawn or modified.

“These are hurriedly some expres-
sions whioh I feel should be in your
hands.

“I have no Intention of entering into
personal controversy.

“I did not take the position because
I wanted it, but because of ths strong
demand of some who thought I should
do somfe public service. 1 was not
connected with any interest and there
was certainly no understandings.

“Unless more personalities are to be
{fndulged in, I will be glad to assist by
contributing my views, purely in the
public interest.

“It is in your discretion to maké
thig letter an afficial one If you see

=
=

:'l amesincerely yours,
(Signed) H. ATROBSON.

Early Complaints.

On March 3 Mr. Murdock wrote to
Sir George Foster submititing the
Hugg letter in regard to the factum
of the Crescent Creamery Company
and an unsigned document addressed
to the “Canadian Daily Newspaper
Association” in which the stalement
is made “I am directed by the board
of commerce to inform you tha: the
board does not consider that its funo
tions extend to the duty of reecing
that specific compliance with its
orde™ is made by the various news-
print companies affected.”

Also accompanying Mr. Muclock’s
letter, is a long memorandum headed,
“Judge Robson's resignation as chails
man of the boar dof commerce’ in
which Mr. Murdock sets forth his
case.

The correspondence closed with a
message from Judge Robson to Sir
George Foster sent from Edmonton on
March 6, and one from Mr. Hugg to
Sir (George, sent from Winnipeg the
day following. Judge Robson protests
against the divulgence in any manner
of persormal letters sent “to me and
of any confidential conversations with
Cabinet Ministers or others.”

Mr. Hugg's communication reads “1
most respectfully, but firmly, protest
against the publication to you, or by
you, of my private letters adderssed
to Judge Robson personally, which
letters miscarried into unauthorized
hands and were illegally copied. These
letters, and all coples thereof, are my
personal property and I have the right

suffer
another day with

Do not
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GOFT WILL NOT STAND
FOR 1RISH REPUBLIC

Viscount French Tells Belfast
Audience Utmost Political
Freedom Will be Cwen
Country.

Belfast, June 27.-—Viserun: French,
Lord Lieutenant of ireia 1, wau ‘s here
for the unvelling of war acd Titanic
memorials, speaking at i luncheon yeés-
terday, said

“It cannot be too clearly shown that
the Government never w !, unier any
circumstanc:e, listen to any proposal,
either for the ceiablishmen. of an
Irish Republic or the coercicn of
Ulster. Wa desirs, above all things
to give the couniry the utifceost meus-
wre of political frecdnm. and hope,
sometimes against hopa, thit a peace-
able reconeiliation will eventually be
effected, but, having said so much, I
would be wanting in my duty if I did
not repeat what I have said before,
that we are determined the Irish peo-
ple shall enjoy the same protection as
the people of other parts of the King-
dom, and the Government will not
hesitate to employ all the forces at
its disposal to attaln this.”

to restrain and forbid publication
thereof. These letters were not in-
vited and were not expected by Judge
Robson, and publication will place himn
in a false light and be misleading to
all who read them.”

When Sir Robert Borden tabled  the
correspondence relative to the resigna-
tion of Judge Robson “in accordance
with an order placed before the
House by the member for Malsonneuve
(Hon. R. Lemieux) and for Pontiac
(F. 8. Cahill), Hon. W, L. Mackenzie
King inquired if all the correspond-
ence was there.| Sir Robert replied

\that it was.

|DIRECTORS OF DOM.

STEEL MEET TODA

To Hear Report of Special
Committee on Terms Ap-
plicable to Smaller Compa-
nies in Merger Plans,

Montreal, June 27.—(By (anadian
Press)—Directors of the Domin)ion
Steel Carporation meet here tomorrow
afternoon to receive the report of the
speclal committee which have been
studying the terms upo nwhich the
smaller constitugnt companies are to
enter the British Empire Steel con-
solidation. It is stated that the com-
mittee have reached a decision as to
the recommendation to be made to
the shargholders, and as to the spec-
ial meetmg to be hald probably at
Sydney, N. 8., within the next lor!
night,

Another developmeng in the meeting
tomorrow will be the ye-election of
Hector Mclnnes, . C,, to the director-
ate of the Dominion Stee; Corpora-
tion, the number of directors of the
enterprise having been increased at
the last meeting from fifteen to nine-

teen.
SEVEN LOSE

LIVES IN FIRE
Mother and Six Children

Perish When Tenement
Block Burns.

Elwood City, Pa, June 27—Ssven
persons were burned to death in a
fire which destroyed raus Block, in

Lawrence avenue here early today
The origin of the. fire is unknown.
The dead are: The mother, Mrs

James Carlin and her six children,

STABLE BURNED
AT HALIFAX

Several Valuable Horses Were
Destroyed and Much Stable
Equipment.

Halifax, N. 8., June 27.—J. A Lea-
man & Co.s stables on South street
were destroyed by fire tonight. Thres
horses were burned to death, among
them being the brood mare Jessie
Lambert. BEight horses oa the ground
floor were saved. All the sleighs aud
gear on the upper floor were de-
stroyed. The flre, which startedl on
one of the upper floors, spread with
great rapidity, and the »uilding was
practically doomed before the arrival
of the firefighting apparatus.

The fire was a spectacular one, and
sparks were carried all over the
neighborhood, but no 2ther bhuildings
caught.

On the top floor there resided two
families, 'Beaton and Clattenburg.
They got out safely, but lost their etf-
fecta.

The horses and wagons are owned
by R. H. Edwards. His race horses,
which were quartered in the same
stables during the winter, are now in
Moncton. The property loss i sesti-
mated at $10,000.

The Reason.
‘“They 70n.m to agree perfectly.”
“Yes. /She admits he can't afford

to ‘buy Aer the things she wishes he
could afford.”
i e S
Airy, Cross-eyed Gent Wanted.
Advertisement -— “For rent—Fur-
nished room for gentleman looking
both ways and well ventilated.”

ranging in age from 11 years to five
weeks, The family occupied the third
floor of the building and so rapidly
did the fire spread that all escape for
them was cut off.
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For Infants and Children.

Mothers Know That
Genuine Castoria

in
Use
For Over
Thirty Years

GASTORIA

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY.
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Botk seor tires on this car were appars
many more miles of ser-
had been injured by hard
with a Good-
year Adjustable Blowout Patch, and
gave 1,000 miles more service than the

GOOD. YEAR “
Service Sation

-

This Takes Miles
Out of Tires

Every road offers enemies to tire
life. But the greatest enemy of all
is neglect, or lack of knowledge on
the part of the tire user.

To enable the motorist to get the
last possible mile out of his tires,
we have established over 1,500
Goodyear Service Stations in Can-

ada.

To supplement their work

we have produced Goodyear Tire

Savers.
Inside breaks

may be accidentally

caused by hitting stones, ruts or
bumps while driving at high speed.

If

blowout may

W atch for such inside breaks when
you change
Ce-
ment over them
a Goodyear Ad-
justable Blow-
out Patch to

GOOD

MADE}SZIN. CANADA'

your tires.

such breaks be neglected a

result.

This is the
Goodyear Cure

prevent them growing. If they
are already large, see your Good- ,
year Service Station Dealer about f
a Goodyear Reliner or a \uluan- .
1ized repair. J ¢ ‘

And when you talk to the Good-
year Service Station Dealer about
fabric breaks, let him tell you of the
other Goodyear Tire Savers and .
of the other things he will gladly -
do to help you cut down tire-cost- °
per-mile.

His haqm of doing business with
us 1s a basis of \unmng
friends by giving service.

He, and the thousands of
other Goodyear Service
Stations, have helped in
this way to build up the
largest tire business in
the world.

Browotr Parcan

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.
of Canada, Limited




