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Eye-Witness’ Narrative of Recent Events on Canadian Front Record|Americar

Further Deeds of the Kind That Have Won for Canadian Soldiers
‘the Admiration of the World---Edmonton Battalion Wins Special

Mention for Brlliant Work.

BOMBARDMENTS LOSE THEIR TERROR AND MON-
OTONY OF TRENCH LIFE FORGOTTEN BY EACH
MAN IN DESIRE AND HOPE THAT HIS TURN IS
COMING NEXT TO MEET THE ADVERSARY

TO FACE.

Ottawa, May 19—How the men of an Edmonton battalion with-
stood the bombardment of the Germans during a part of a day and
well into the darkness of the evening, clinging to their smashed tren-
ches with grim determination, and then springing out to meet the on-
coming enemy infantry attack is told of in this week’s communique

from the Canadian general representative at the front.

Under Lieut.

R. C. Arthurs, who had the dangerous position during the dreadful fire,
the detachment poured a heavy rifle and machine gun fire into the ad-
vancing Germans, accounting for all the party except two, an officer and

sergeant, who managed to reach the Canadian trenches.

‘Lieut. Ar-

thurs shot the sergeant himself, and the officer was taken prisoner.

The heroic death of Lieut. “Ted” Doheny, of a Toronto battalion,
related.  This plucky young officer, his
charge of & party-holding a crater, thou
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' Many Instances of individual heroism are recounted, also the splen--
did spifit of the Canadians, who ever long for a close encounter with

the enemy.

Canadian headquarters in
via-London, May 19—At several points

.

in the British line the tedious monot- Sve Tire.

The communique follows:
France, |places parapets were badly battered,

dugouts smashed and the trenches
blocked, as the resuilt of this destruc-
Numerous casualties were

ony of siege warfare has been inter-lgugered, but the men ‘from Edmonton

rupted recently by
attack or
on an insignificant scale, and directly

the excitement of |held on. to their posts with grim de-
counter-attack. Although! termination.

Finally, after a prolonged and furi-
ous blast, the firing suddenly ceased

affecting only a very small proponkm.lmd at a point where the lines are

of the troo

in the vicinity, incidents|very close together a party of Germans

(of this nature give relief beyond be | niade a\qash for our trenches, In view |
jlief to the nervous tension of perpet-| of the terrific bombardment apparent-

ual watchfulness.
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The knowledge that some fortunate| ... wag taken by surprise,

ly no opposition was expected. The
In a

_upit has come into actual grips With|g..p ‘our soldiers, under Lieut. R. C.

the. foe permeates all ranks.
{ness is stimulated.
able.” Bombardments lose their
yors, and dreary hourg in the front
line are enlivened -by eager expecta-
tions. In the heart of every soldier
| the hope revives that his turn is com-
ing pext to meet his adversaries, face
to face.

It is in this spirit that our Canadian
troops have borne the trials and dan-
’oers of the past week. ?

Sure of His Endurance.

No operation of note has occurred

& Nv:uxl their front, but recollection of re-

[cent events in which they participated
‘have. combined to spur their imagin-
ation and maintain their enthusiasm
|at the highest level, and when the
German batteries pound any section
of their trenches with unusual per-
sistence there is no other thought
among our men than that this may be
tiie precursor to a raid. Flattened
against the parapet or crouching in
dugout or trench, each braces himself
to greet the opportunity.

Here and there an officer or non-
commissioned officer moves quietly
about, cautioning and encouraging.
Prompt assistance is rendered to the
buried. Stretcher bearers tend the
wounded. Mud-bespattered rifles and
i machine guns are cleaned and clean-
od again. Throughout the ordeal con-
tent prevails, for the Canadian soldier
is sure that his artillery is not idle,
and that shells are crashing into the
German trenches, even as into his
own. It is a test of fortitude, and he
prideg, himself on his superior endur-
ance,

At last the bombardment ceases,
or is lifted to points in the rear. The
crucial moment has arrived and not a
man but welcomes it. The word 1is
passed along awnd instantaneously all
are on the alert. More often than not
disappointment is in store, the enemy
yemains hidden in his trenches. Only
occasionally does he make good his
threat and show himself.

" One such 1instance occurred not
long ago on the front of an Edmonton
battalion. Starting in the afternoon
an exceptionally heavy bombardment
was directed on the front trenches of
thie unit, and in spite of the retalia-
‘tdon of ourartillery continued for an
'loutorum;mtnuu. In several

{

Alert-
Arthurs, had lea to th f
The dull routine e, Badithpet to Riele el from
b the shattered parapets a withering hail
{of daily duties becomes . more :‘: of bullets from rifles and machine guns

struck the advancing Germans before
they had reached half way. Bombs
fell among them thick and fast, and in
the withering light many were seen to
fall. The impetus of their assault was
broken long yards from our trenches,
Out of original party of twenty only
two reached our line, an officer and &
scrgeant.. Staggering blindly over the
parapet, both these men feil into our
trenches and were taken prisoner. The
non<commissioned officer died of his
woullds within two hours. The officer
who led the attacking party had been |
hit seven timeg in the right leg, three |
times in the left and once in the right
arm, but had nevertheless reached his
goal. ’
Whether or not other assaulting par-
ties attempted to come acrosg on this
occasion and were driven back by our
fire is uncertain. It {is considered
probable that they did, but in the
darkness, exgept at closest range, ac-
curate observation is impossible. At
all events, owing to the unflinching
resolution of our soldiers in hanging
on to their line under tremendous pun-
ishment, one such party was accounted
for almost to & man.

More Deeds of Courage.

The bombardment and subsequent
attack gave rise to opportunities for
the display of exceptional courage,

Company Sergt Major C. Miles mov-
ed constantly up and down his trench
during the heavy fire, directing and in-
gpiring his men, supervising . the res
cue of the buried and the evacuation of
the wounded,

Lieut. R. C. Arthurs remained at the
point most exposéd to attack and with
his revolver shot the German sengeant
as he crossed our parapet.

Sergt. J. Wallace, although wounded,
continued at his post discharging his
duties with admirable coolmess and
devotion. iy

Privates A. L. McKinnon and A.
Maxey attended to the injured, with
absolute disregard to persomal safety
and stretcher-bearer T, W. Thompkin-
son carried on his work long after he
himself had been struck by a piece otl
shrapnel.

(Continued on Page 3)

STRATEGIC POINT WRESTED
FROM HUNS BY LANCASHIRES

Brilliant Night Attack Drove Germans from Crest of Re-
doubt About Vemy Ridge, and Won Command of the
Plains of Lens for British—Lancashires Made up Large-
ly of Men from Manchester Cotton Mills.

British headquarters in France, May
18, via London, May 19—It develops
that the action of the battallons of

and

ed & strategic point, the crest of the
redoubt about Vimy ridge, the posses-
sion of which means the command of
the plain of Lens.

Since the British took over this
gection from the French in the early
stage of the battle of Verdun, the Ger-
mang had been holding stubboraly the
vantage of the higher ground, and in-
flicting heavy casualties on the Brit-
ish. After a successful explosion of
mines, just after dark, the Lanca-
shires, who are made up largely of
cotton operatives from Manchester,

TD CINADI
WIN THE DM,

For Rescuing Wounded Com-
rades Under Fire—C. M. G.
Awarded to Three Members
of Army Medical Corps.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, May 19—A cable despatch
states that the distinguished conduct
medal has been awardgd to two Cana-
dians as follows: <

407086, Private E. D, Schawan, 19th
Canadian Infantry Battalion, for con—l
spicuous gallantry, when with a wir|
ing party he returned to ‘fetch a
stretcher for a wounded comrade, and
with assistance brought him in. He
was under heavy machine gun fire atl
the time.

6641, Company Sergeant Major R.
Whitfield, 1st Canadian Infantry Bat-
talion, for conspicuols gallantry. A
post in rear of the line having been
severely shelled, he pade his way up
under heavy shell fire, When the post
was evacuated he returned to rescue
two machine gunners who had been!
buried whose cries for help he had
heard. He showed throughout abso-
lute disregard for personal safety.

The following members of the Cana-
dian Army Medical Corps have also
been awarded the C. M. G.: Lieut.-Col.
Frederick Etherinton, Lt.-Col, Samuel
Hansford McKee, Major Evans Green-
wood Davis,

WILL SUGGEED
CAPT THOMPSON

Ottawa, May 19~Mr. J. A. Hutche-
son, K. (C,, of Brockville has been se-
lected by 8ir Charles Davidson to gue-
ceed Mr. John Thompson as*counsel
to the commission on the purchase of
war supples. The Libenals will be re-
presented by Mr. H. 8. Dewart. K, C,,
of Toronto. The commission meets
next Monday afternoon to resume the
inguiry into the sales of small arms

l ammunition.

Implicated in Irish
Rebellion will Not be Shot
Until Further Investigation
is Made.

Washington, May 19—Ambassador
Page, at London, cabled the state de-
partment tonight that the sentence of
Jeremiah C. Lynch, the naturalized
American convicted of complicity in
the Dublin uprising, had not been con-
firmed, but that, in accordance with
instructions from Secretary Lansing,
the British government had been
asked to suspend the infliction of any
punishment pending an investigation.

PRIGES WEAT
P 3 POINTS
LAST MONTH

+|Dairy Products and Flour,
Price but. Meats Show
Slight Advance.

rushed from their trenches to the lps
of the craters,

Every

detall in' amme of

s

up - 0 b new
breastworks, and defending the posi-
tion by means of bombs, was carried
out successfully. Morning found the
Lancashires thoroughly entrenched
against a retallatory German bom-
bardment and had connected their old | S
line by communications six feet deep.i Ottawa, May 19.—The index number
Slight casualties were the cost of the of the Labor Department showing the
night's success. The value of the|average price level for the Dominion
ground ganied is not to be judged by !'k; up nearly three points more for the
the 360 yards of front taken, but by | past month and now stands at 179.1 as
the fact that the Lancashires are no |against 136 for April, 1914, before the

pecial to The Standard.
ever, has not increased to that extent.
'he average inerease of 29 anticles ot

OVER 16,000 TROOPS
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dvancing. Grain and fodder are
slightly higher, also animals and

from Ontario, 2,285 from the Maritime articles that do not show some ad-

Priwvintes 5'“\,. fom itoba and|Yance since 12 months ago.
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that 5,000 of the troops at the front

owe their presence now in continued
taken on at different recruiting sta-
tions throughout the province.

food for the same period has been
SPAING FARM WORK
i | meats, while hogs are considerably
Saskatchewan, 4,500 from Alberta, 3,
TEAMSTERS WANTED FOR
active service to the treatment given
AR AAAAAAAAAAA

longer on the downside of the slope, {outbreak of war, This is an increase
with the Germans above them. of 32 per cout. The cost of living, how-
only eleven per cent.
The increases have been more thoge
on chemicals, metals, textiles, etc,
The.report for the last month shows
dairy products lower but 1iron and
steel and certain other metals are still
a
Ottaws, Mey 19.—Aoccording to a|hisher. There was a steep rise in
memorandum from the Militia Depart- | SUSar, but flour is lower. There
ment, 18,506 men of the troops mow in were slight advances also in beef, veal,
training in Canada are on leave of mutton, pork, bacon, lard, old cheese,
absence to help in the spring seeding rice, beans and potatoes, milk, bread,
and ploughing. Of these 5,771 aretﬂo‘" and rolled oats are the only
375 from British Columbia and only 30
from Quebec. A further memorandum
in regard to the services of the Cana-
dian Army Dental Service, showing
that this service now has an organiza- SEHVIE[ “F TH[ [MP'HE
tion of aboat 1,000 men. It is declared b AL,
The 4th Divisional Train, under
Lieut. Col. Dean, being recruited at
¢ Halifax, requires about 35 teamsters—
o the dana cooe nd at S 10| e vy wndea bandliog B
vice are constantly subject to dental Men applylog for this position can be
treatment.
NOT SMALLEST POSSIBILITY OF FOOD BLOCKADE
BEING MODIFIED AS GERMANY SUGGESTS,
LORD ROBERT'CECIL DECLARES.

London, May 19.—Replying to the German suggestion that Great
Britain, in response to the change In the German submarine campaign,
should modify the food blockade, Lord Robert Cecil, Minister of War
Trade, informed the Associated Press today there was not the remotest
possibility that Britigh economic pressure on the Central Powers would
be relaxed. He said:

WWe maintain that the blockade is fully legal under international
law. Its reprisal character is merely Incidental, called forth by German
use of supmarines, but the rigid enforcement of the blockade Is merely
an extension of our rifihts which we had hitherto found It expedient to
M”
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RKTOWN INEGYPT

MRTILLERY STRUGGLE
AT VERDUN GONTINUES

Germans Make no Further Infantry Aattcks from Newly
won Positions—Italians Suffer Temporary Setback —
Allied Airmen Raid on Enemy Positions.

Under the heavy pounding of the
Austrian artillery, Italian forces have
been compelled to withdraw from por
tion of their lines in the region of
Trent, which had been bombarded for
three days. An official communication
from Rome admits-the evacuation of
the Zegnatorta position, in the Laga-
rina Valley south of Trent, and also
the line between the Terragnola Val-
ley and the Upper Astico, from Monte
Maggio to Sagliodaspio.

The Italians, however, have occu-
pied further Austrian positions in the
Adamaello zone, capturing prisoners,
material and provisions.

During the day the Germans made
no infantry attacks from their newly
won positions on the left Yank of the
Meuse, in the Verdun region, accord-
ing to Paris. The artillery struggle,
however, continues most violent on the
front of the Avocourt woods, Hill 304
and Le Mort Homme The artillery
action has mot been so great on the
right bank of the Meuse and in the
Woevre. Aeroplane bombing expedi-
tions continue on both sides. The
Russian advance in the Caucasus thea-
tre is meeting with more active oppo-
gition from the Turks. Constantinople
claims that attacks by the Russians in
the regions of Bitlis and Baiburt were
repulged, Petrograd reports only “in-

40028,

‘Lord- Robatt Ouly minis-
ter of war trade, informs the Associat-
ed Press that an agreement has been
reached between Great Britain and
Sweden, and that the tension between
the two countries over the shipping
question and the seizure of mails has
lessened,

The Entente Allled submarine cam-
paign against German shipping in the
Baltic Sea continues, the sinking of
the German steamer Tarve by an un-
derwater boat being announced from
Stockholm. All the passengers and
crew of the French coasting steamer
Mira were lost when that vessel was
torpedoed and sunk in the Mediter-
ranean, May 16, according to a Mar-
geilles despatch.

The sentence of Jeremiah C. Lynch,
of New York, convicted of complicity
in the Dublin uprising, has not been
confirmed, according to advices re-
ceived by the state department at
Washington from Ambassador Page
in London

Paris, | g he war office com-
munication, issued this evening, says:

“On the left bank of the Meuse the
artillery struggle continues very vio-
lent on the front of the Avocourt wood
Hill 304, and in the region of Le Mort
Homme. The enemy made-mo attemipt
to attack in the course ‘Of the day.

“On the right bank of the Meuse
and in the Woevre the artillery has
been moderately active, The day has
been comparatively quiet on the rest
of the front, except in Champagne and
in the Vosges, where our artillery has
been especially active,

“During the night of May 18-19 our
aviators made many bombarding ex:
peditions. The aerodrome at Mor-
hange, the stations at Metz-Sablons,
Arnaville, Brieulles, Stenay, Sedan and
Btain and bivouacs at Mountfaucon
and Azannes received numeroug pro-
jectiles.”

Belgian communication:

“Great artillery activity has pre-
vailed, especially in the region of Dix-
mude, where our guns of every calibre
carried out a destructive fire on the
German defensive organizations.”

German Detachment Cut Off.

Petrograd, via Tondon, May 19. —
The following official communication
was issued today:

“Near Mentzendorf there has been
an artillery’ duel, during ‘which our
fire caused an explosion in an enemy
battery.

“Northwest of Kremenez (south of
Rovno) our sappers discovered an Aus-
trian mine gallery and made a sudden
irruption into it. The enemy, surpnis-
o, fled, abandoning all material. An
attempt to re-capture the gallery was
repulsed by our grenades.

“In Galacia, north of Toporoutz, our,
gcouts cut off an enemy detachmex!
from their trenches and destroyed
them.

“In the Oaucasus region there have
bheen only  insignificant encounters
along the whole front.”

British- Ships and -Airmen Bomb: El
Arish.

London, May 19~British warships

and aeroplanes have bombarded the
town of El Arish, in Egypt, near the
border of Palestine, and are believedy
to have destroyed the fort there, it\
was announced. El Arish is on the
Turkish line of communications from '
Syria to Egypt.

The text of the official statement
says:

“The general officer commanding in
chief in Egypt reports that our ships,
aeroplanes and seaplanes gliccess-
fully bombarded El Arish, an import-
ant post on the enemy line of commu-
nications from Syria to Egypt, on the
morning of May 18. The ships bom-
barded the fort southwest of the town,
and are believed-to have reduced it
to ruins.

‘“The aeroplane attack was divided
into two phases. The seaplanes open-
ed the bombardment, being followed
later by the aeroplanes. The latter
were given orders to engage any hos-
tile machines, and to devote special
attention to the enemy troops and
camp,”

A column of troops about 1,000
strong was seen south of the town on
the march, and three bombs exploded
among them. All the camps were
effectively bombarded.

“All the ships and machines return.
ed safely.

_“Weather conditions during the past

W and night..
‘ 5. the health Jt
the troops remains good.

“Lieut.-General Sir Bryan Mahon
has assumed command on the western
frontier of Egypt, and Lieut-General
Milne is now commanding the Britisi
troops at Saloniki.”

El Arish is a fortified town of Egypt,
on the Mediterranean, about 75 miles
to the east of Quatia, at which point
Turkish and British troops. It lies on
the main highroad from Palenstine
to the -Suez Canal, paralleling the
coast.

The censors have permitted com-
paratively little information regard-
ing the military stivation on this
front to become known, but so far as
can be gathered from the infrequent
official bulletins the fighting has been
confined to comparatively small
forces.

There has been nothing to indicate
that an invasion of Egypt on a large
scale is being attempted, although the
reference in today’s official announce-
ment to the Turkish line of communi-
cations implied an organized military
effort.

Crew Picked Up.

London, May 19.—A dispatch from
Hull to Lloyd’s says that the motor
fishing boat Osprey has been sunk by
the gunfire of a German-submarine.
The crew was picked up.

Passengers and Crew All Perished.

Marseilles, France, May 1 D.
m.—None of the passengers or crew
of the French coasting steamer Mira
were saved when she was sunk as a
result of a torpedo attack in the Medi-
terranean on May 16.

Sinking of the steamer Mira was
announced by Lloyd's in London on
Thursday, but no detalls of the disas-
ter were given, She was a vessel of
3,050 tons, owned in Marseilles,

Tralee, Ireland, May 19, via London,
6.32 p. m.—John Goodwin, a pllot, is
under arrest here It is believed his
case is connected with the landing of
Sir Roger Casement.

Italians Admit Losses.

Rome, via London, May 18
Italian official communication
here tod admits the evacuation by
the Italians of Zegnatorta (in the La-
garnia Valley south of Trent) and also
of the line from Monte Maggio to
Sagliodaspio, between the Tarmgnolo
Valley and the Upper Astico (south.
east of Trent) following several days
of violent artillery bambardments.

Artillery bombardments. The com-
munication says:

“In thé Adamello zone we occupied
the head of the Upper Sarca and the
adjacent heights, capturing thirty
prisoners and rich booty in materials
and provisions. Between the Chies
and the Adige there has been an in-
tense artillery action.

“In the zone of Asiago there is noth-
ing of importance to report.

“In the Sugeha Valley, after an in-
tense artillery fire during the whole
right of the 17th, the enemy at dawn
attacked our positions from the Mag-
gio Valley to Monte Colo, lbut was
everywhore repulsed.”




