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the oldest Catholic newspaper’in
Saskatchewan, is published every
Wednesday at Muenster, Sask. Itis
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The Death of Right Reverend Abbot BRUNO DOERF
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HAOTI® as our mind remains in consequence of |

the awful calamity which has befallen us, we,
nevertheless, feel it a reverence due our beloved Abbot,
whom the good God has called from our midst, and
a duty to our kind readers, who are undoubtedly shocked
at the sad thought, to review as well as time and cir-
cumstances permit, a few generalities concerning the
far-reaching activities of the Rt. Rev. Abbot Bruno
Doerfler, O. S. B., with a few particulars concerning
his trip to Saskatoon, June Tth, -as Vicar General and
Administrafor of . the Diocese of Prince Albert, and
his return trip to Muenster the following Friday,
June 13th, in a hearse.

George Doerfler was born at Richfield, Minn., on Dec. 2% 18(3(‘?.
He remained on his father’s farm till his 21st year, when he l(*ltt 3
for ét. John’s University to pursue the studies of the commercial'

Y holy vows. Fr. Bruno’s superiors were not slow to
::::gc‘:gih}?is g?fts of the mind and .sept h.im i:'or further men'tal
development to the renowned Benedictine institution of learmn;‘;
in Rome, called the Anselmianum, where he remained from 1893
to 1899, when he was ordained priest by a member of the sacred
college of cardinals. ;

Almost immediately upon his return to Mxnne:sot,a, he was ap-
pointed Rector of St. John’s University. After his term of rector
had expired in 1902, he held the position of Abbey thfranan till
he in 1905 assumed the duties of Editor of the St. Peter’s Bote.

Abbot Bruno can truly be regarded as ?he' founder of the St.
Peter’s Colony, having been the first Benedictine to set foot upen
what is now known as the St. Pet.:er’s Co!ony, Sask. The Colony
owes its foundation and organization to hlg reports of the‘country
and to his encouragement. Since that t'lme he ever evinced an
iatense interest in the Colony and a ]ongmg to mqke the Co]gny
his field of labor, though the wishes of his superiors for atime

him this privilege.
deni";"i'le term of the Rt. Rev. Alfred Mayer as Prior of St. Peter’s
Monastery having expired in April, 1906, Father Brgno was cho;en
by the young community to succeed. Father Alfred in the direction
of the monastic family, which election was gonﬁrmeq by que on
In this difficult office Prior Bruno presided with the
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1t Rt. Rev. BRUNO DOERFLER, O.S.B.

little community. Never has the monastefry, nor the Colony, suffered
such grief; at every turn one meets eyes red with weeping. |

On May 26th, the Rt. Rev. Abbot was in Battleford on diocesan |
business and on returning next day, he felt unwell and was confined
to bed the greater part-of the day.
first serious sign of ill health connected with the abbot’s last illness. |
On June 7, the Rt. Rev. Abbot Bruno began his Confirmition trip |
which he was unable to make last fall as had been intended by the|
bishop and him, owing to the ravages of the influenza,
make use for the first time of the indult obtained for him from Rome

Benedictine Order, and
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been shortly before at the monastery to see the beautiful decora-
tions of the church and who op his way back to his mission, stopped
at Humboldt to pay Father Abbot a visit; the Rev. Father Bene-
dict of Humboldt, and the Rev. Th, Schmid. Father Lawrence
imparted absolution to Father Abbot and recited the prayers of the
dying; FatherSchmid administered the sacrament of Extreme Une-
tion, Father Abbot passed away into a better world, wéll prepared
and fortified with the sacraments of Holy Mother Church, conscious
almost to the very last, when he yuietly dropped off into a peace-
ful sleep < as though the angels tried to speed him qujetly and
quickly to their company above before we should be aware of it.

A telegram was immediately despatched to the Rt. Rev. Peter
1Engel of St. John's Abbey, The corpse was embalmed the same
evening. The mournful tolling of the bell sadly announced the
r message to the inhabitants surrounding ‘Muenster,
morning,

Next Friday, the remaining seaffolding was removed »
the painting of the sanctuary of the church having been completed
the afternoon hefore, and the church suitably trimmed with the §
At 9:30 a.m. a solemn Requiem Mass was sung §
by Father Prior assisted by Father Lawrence and Bernard as dea-
con and subdeacon respectively.

signs of mourning:
[ The funeral procession accompan-
ied by a goodly number of automobiles from Muenster left Hum-
at 2:00 p. m, It was compased of many mourers and was
met some distance from the chureh by the school children and
members of the Volksverein, who immediately preceded the hearse
|| with their insignia, The Rev, Fathers Dominie, Matthias, Bernard,
Leo, Rudolph and Casimir took part in the procession, and with the rest
of the community, received the corpse at the church door. Fathey
Prior officiated at the rwvi;iinn of the corpse, while the community
sang in mournful chant the Miserere, The bodily remains of our
b:loved abbot lie in state in the sanctuary, to the completion of
which he looked forward with such joyful expectation, He never
saw the painting of the sanctuary entirely completed, but hoped to
see the work completed upon his return from his confirmation trip;
and so it was completed for his return home, where he was received
by the saddest and most heartbroken of Communities, Would that
he might at least have seen the grand work of art completed, which
was executed with such careful skill as a gift to him! Had he, had
anyone ever the slightest idea that he should never behold this
grandeur, dedicated to his memory; that the first ceremony to be
held in the newly decorated sanctuary was to be a solemn Requiem
{ for the repose of hig own soul? But last week he made a diagram
and plan for the laying out and beautifying of the cemetery yonder.
Already work was taken up by the members of the parish, a road
{ begun southward from the monastery to the cemetery and around

| boldt
|

| the cemetery, but who entertained such a thought as that the Abbot
himself should be the first to be carried by this new road to God’s
lacre and be laid to rest according to the plans drawn by his conse-
{erated hands but a week before”

On Saturday, June 14th, a high-
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