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BEEN WORSE.

nust cease, 1 can never marry, "

I feared maybe your father had

THE RETAIL MARKETS.
Australian Mutton in Poor Demand—
Bran and Shorts Stiffening
in Price,

Compared with last winter there is

frozen mutton being used in the

local market this season, and there are
two potnt reasons, so those in the
i *38 cay, why the sale of it has
limited. One is that the price has been
itly increased by the war in South

meat

been

, thus to a certain degree leaving
1t-out of competition with the home pro-
ducts. The other is that for some un-
known reason it is stated to be not so
fine in quality as it was a year ago.

T} market has also changed
Bran and shorts continue to
and the cold weather of tho
past few weeks has made business ac-
tive. From California, fresh wvegetables
are arriving regularly, and in increasing
ntity, the sale of these having been
eatly augmented since the agitation
against improperly raised products was
{ started. The retail quotations are as
| follows:
Flour—
Ogilvie's Hungarian, per bblL$
Lake of the Woods, per bbl
Snow Flake, per bbl
Calgary Hungarian .
Premier, per bbl..... ..
XXX En erby, per bbl..
Graln—
Wheat, per ton
Corn (whole), per ton
Corn (cracked), per tom
Oats, per ton
Oatmeal. per 10 Ms...
Rolled oats (B. & K.)
Rolled oats (B. & K.) 7TIb sack
Feed—
Hay (baled), per ton
Straw, per bale
Middlings, per ton
Bran, per ton 2
Ground feed, per tom ......
Vegetables—
| Potatoes, sweet, per b
Potatoes, per 100 Ms.........
Do. (Ashcroft), per 100 Is...
Cucumbers, each
Cabbage; per . ...
Cabhage, per 1b.
Caulifiower, per head
Onions, per M. .........
Carrots, per I ..
Lettuce, per 1.
| Turnips per'W .. o i
Fish—
Salmon (smoked), per M....
Salmon (spring), per ™ ..

ie  feed

somewhat.
| advance,
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Herrlag ... Loovtrw
Smelts, per ™. ........
Flounders ...... ..
Bloaters, per I ...
Kippers, per m
Oysters, Olympia, per pint..
| Farm Produce—
Fresh Island Eggs .........
Eggs (Manitoba), per doz..
Butter (Delta Creamery) ..
Be dajry » winaie
PButter (Cowichan Creamery).
Cheese (Canadian), .. .
Lard, per Id
| Meats—
Hams
Hams
3acon
jacon

(Canadian), per .

(American),

(Canadian),

(American), per b .
con (rolled), per Ib

Bacon (long clear),

Shoulders, per 1,

Jeef, per b

Muotton, per Ib.

Veal, per ™ 38

: Pork, per B...iius aersvnnii

+ | Fruit—
| Bananas, per doz.

Coroanuts, each

Lemons (California), per doz.
Lemons (small)

Apples, per Ib.

Japanese Oranges, per box..

Navel Oranges, per doz.....
Poultry—

Dressed fowl, per palr ..... 1.25@

Ducks, per pair .
Dressed turkeys, Isl’d, per Ib. %

Kastern turkeys, per M™......
Game— &
Duck, Mallard, per palr .... 75@

AS THE CROW FLIES.

Though the training of carrier pigeon®
| to take war messages makes many °
| hard-working family happy with pigeo
| pie and benefits the local poulier’d
trade, the wastage at headquarters 1S
considerable expense, In- Gexm{m)'
where a regular business is mﬂu*’_o
pigeon-filying—expeériments @re  beit§
made with erows (might not these be pre
perly classified as “carryin’ erows”?) *
affording a less tempting mark boih
peace and in war. Sonfe of the Indid]
species are said to be specially easy !
train, though there must be a difficul
in weaning the birds off appetising ¢4
cases on “the terrain operated over
The principle may perhaps be extend®
to sparrows, ground game, dogs 3%
cats, and the soldier on aetive serv
come to suspect every bird or beast
employee of the enemy’s on secret 5
vice, and ‘he domestic animals, Wh/
already run the cavalry horse 8 £
second as dist during sieges will sup®
sede him for dispatch carrying. Nev
paper telegrams will be published
lion runner to Komati Poort,” or "
albatross post t> Spitsbergen,” 7
jungles made to consume their own
beasts.—8t. James’'s Gasmett, '

Jecorated by
Her Majesty

The Queen Personally Presents
the Little Bronze Cross
For Valor.

The Scene at Windsor Castle--
How the Heroes Distinguished
Themselves.

- could enhance the value in
< eves of the proudest decora-
can possibly win in the Victoria

is to receive it at the hands
Lerself. Her Majesty is
.his fact, and whenever it
to present it personally
‘\i_ on endeavors to do so. Sev-
“who have won the coveted distine-
2 ack from South Africa,
v, December 17th, no
of thosg who have earnéd
of having it fastened
ms by the Queen, as well
m r gracious enquiries
th after the wounds they
Both officers and men ar-
‘indsor Castle during the af-
nd were entertained while Her
= enjoying her usual after-
ve.  There were numerous
the royal borough who
y catch glimpses of the heroes
went to the QCastle, and who
1 the gateways and on the hill
Queen also.
remony took place in the White
yom. It is in this spacious
rtment that councils are usually held
e court is at Windsor, and in-
nres of the different orders, espe-
Iy when the recipients of such honors
numerous. White and gold is the
g note of its decoration, and it con-
some remarkably handsome eab-
f old French and Italian work, as
well as Hoppner’s fine portraits of Prin-
cess Mary and Princess Sophia, aunts
of Her Majesty. Beside Her Majesty’s
hair a low table with a cushion had
placed, and on this were laid the
¢ases containing the

Crosses and Other Decorations

t) be bestowed. The Queen was accom-
panied by Princess Henry of Battenberg,
whose daughter (Princess Victoria Eu-
genie) and son (Prince Maurice) were
present, as were Princess Alice of Al-
bany and Prince Arthur of Connaught,
who had come over for the day from
Sandhurst, and was wearing the Wind-
sor uniform.

It fell to Sir Arthur Bigge to bring
forward the honored recipients, and, as
he did so, he briefly recalled to Her
Majesty’s memory the circumstances un-
der which the heroes had distinguished
themselves. Captain  Sir John Mil-
banke, of the 10th Hussars, was the first
of the two officers to be introduced, Sir
Arthur Bigge describing his bravery at
Lolesberg on January 5th, during a re-
connaissance, when, with a small patrol,
be was compelled to retire under a heavy
fire. He was himself severely wounded
in the thigh, but, notwithstanding this
{zct, he rode back to the assistance of
one of his men, whose pony was com-
pletely exhausted. He made the man
mount behind him, and, under a harass-
ing fire all the way, -biought him safely
into camp. The Queen expressed the
hope that he had completely recovered.
after she had affixed the cross to his
breast.

Captain Mathew Meiklejohn, of the
Gordon Highlanders, who was next intro-
duced, was among the very first to win
the Victoria. Cross in the present war,
which he did at Elandslaagte, on Octo-
ber 31st, 1899. After an important Boer
vosition had been carried, an order was
ziven to a company to assault a kopje,
and the officer commanding was killed.
It the advance the men were under a
zalling cross-fire, and for a moment
wavered. Captain Meiklejohn grasped
the situation instantly and rushed for-
ward and rallied them, leading the des-
perate charge himself till he fell

Wounded in Four .Places,
one of his injuries being of such a seri-
cus character that he lost his arm. The
Queen showed much sympathy with the
sallant officer

One non-commissioned officer (Sergeant
H. Engleheart, of the Royal Engineers)
was the next to be conducted to his Sov-
ereign’s presence. He was engaged with
a party of men on railway repairing
duties hear Blosmfontein on March 13th,
when they were surprised by a com-
mando of the enemy outnumbering them
by four to one. They could only retire
by way of some awkward spruits, over
the first of which the sergeant pluckily
led his men in single file, the Boers, hap-
pily, hesitating whether to follow for a
short time. They did so, however, and
at the fourth spruit a comrade and his
horse got into difficulties on the bank.
Lnglehzart turned and went to his as-

istance, extricating him at last, all the

: exposed to dangerous fire.

In the case of the two rank and file
whom she was about to honor, the Queen
Wwas especially interested, for Driver
Glasock’s and Private Ward’s distine-
tions are rather exceptional. The former
Is the youngest man in the army who
has received the cross, as he is well un-
der twenty, but his early manifestation
of valor is, perhaps, less surprising, when
it is mentioned that he

Comes of a Fighting Family,

his father and grandfather having been
soldiers before him. .Another notable
feature of his decoration is that it has
heen conferred fcr “collective gallantry.”
The splendid conduet of “Q” Battery at
Koorn Spruit is one ef the noblest epi-
sodes of the war, but it would bardly
have been in keeping with the spirit of
the Queen’s warrant to give it to all.
Hence, Clause 13 provides that where
all have been equally brave, daring and
devoted in thejr behavior, one cross shall
be given to each rank engaged, the re-
<ipient being chosen by the comrades of
equal standing. The drivers of the bat-
tery, therefore, considered Driver Glas-
ock as the most fully entitled to it; and
certginly he has a worthy claim, for he
had six horses shot under him at dif-
ferent times, he was thrice wounded
himself, he reseued a man who was
wounded, and bore a foremost
saving two guns,  E3 i

It was s magnificent act of ‘ecourage

‘part in |°

that places Private Ward, of the 2nd |

Battalion King’s Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry, among the heroes of the V. C.

On Jm.xe 26th he was with a picquet |
near Lindley, which was surrounded on i
two

three sides by 500 Boers. The
officers and all but six of the men were
wounded, when Private Ward volunteer-
ed to carry a message to the signalling
station in the rear, asking for reinforce-
ments, His offer was at first refused.

his commander pointing out the prac- |
tical certainty of his being shot dead. |
He begged to be permitted, and consent |
reluctantly given, and, though he !

was
passed between

.A Rain of Bullets, .
by a miracle he was unscathed. Even
that was not enough for him, for, hav-
ing delivered his message, he again

crossed the fire-swept zone to inform his |
officer that the dispatch was sent, and !
to resume his duties, but in doing this |
he was severely wounded in the hand |

and arm. But for his gallantry the

whole party would have been annihil- |

ated.
The Queen alsé
tinguished Service Order on two officers,

one being an especially interesting re- !
Lieut.- !

cognition of Australian loyalty,
Commander William Jarvie Colquhoun.
of the Victorian Navy, is one of the very
few Colonial officers of the Australian
Coasfy Defence who were with the Naval
Brigade during the advance from the

Modder river to Paardeberg and the suc- |

ceeding engagements. Thanks to his
splendid resourcefulness and energy in

effecting temporary repairs, he was able |

to keep guns in action that would other-
wise have been useless. On one occa-

sion, when two guns were pronounced ;
1

hopelessly injured and were ordered
down to Capetown, he took charge of
them at Kimberley and, in the most in-
genius manner. rendered them again
available for servige. His zeal and skill

secured the highest recommendation from , Southwestern provinces of the Kmpire. Sian |

thus becomes the heart, as it is the true |

Captain Bearcroft. The other officer
thus decorated was Captain Walter
Jones, of the Royal Marine Light Infan-
try, who served with the Naval Brigade
at Graspan, and, in spite of a bad wound
in the leg, led his men on to the crest of
a hill after the semior officer had been
killed. .

The last of the decorations was one of
those which go to show that ‘“Peace hath
her victories no less than war,” and was
typical of the

Quiet Acts of Heroism

that-the Navy coastantly fulfils. To
Lieutenant Arthur Cole Lowry, of Her
Majesty’s ship Empress of India, the Al-
bert Medal of the Second Class has been
awarded. He took out the ship’s cutter
to the assistance of the survivors of the
crew of the Charkieh, which was wreck-
ed off the Island of Andros. A heavy
sea was breaking over the vessel, and
there was thuch danger from the rocks.
He found the unfortunate men clinging
to the mast, which was all that was not
submerged, and, at great risk, swam to
them with a line. This, however, fouled
somesof the wreckage, and' he had him-
self to take refuge on the mast also,
here he remained for several hours.
Eventually he was able to direct the
course for a boat to approach and to
throw a rope, by which means all were
saved. The Queen affixed the handsome
badge .to Lieutenant Lowry’s breast, a}ld
with this the brief but inspiring and sig-
nificant ceremony was at an end.

“DBATH’S TWIN BROTHER.”

The Cause of Sleep and the Cure of
Sleeplessness Freshly Discussed by
English Doctors.

. I have been perusing a lcarned and highly
interesting letture by Sir James Sawyer,
M. D., on a tople which possesses a deep
interest for all physiologists and for most
other folks as well—1 mean that of sleep
and sleeplessness. The average mortal
scarcely comprehends how littie we really
know about the exact nature of the ‘“Ape
of Death,”” as Shakespeare terms that state
wherein we pass peacefully into the Land
of Ncd. It is not only the cause of sleep
which constitutes a scientific puzzle; the
cure of sleeplessness is another matter
which doubles a diificulty that before was
single. There is no doubt that a sleeping
brain receives less blood than a waking
one. Durham’s observations settled that
peint long ago, and subsequent observers
inclined to this idea tfiat they had ex-
plained what sleep is when they had as-

serted the anaemic state of the brain as |

its real cause. But it is obvious that while
our brain increases its blood supply when
we wake, as conversely it diminishes that
supply when we go to sleep, these facts do
not lead us to the vera causa at all. They
are conditions merely, and not causes. The
movements of a door are rot to be esplain-
ed by saying that it moves on its ninges.
What we desire to know is what sets the

door in motion. And so with sleep. Beyond |

this question of the brain’s blood supply,
we have to face that of the brain’s consti-
turion. It is pnly by dipping into the
brain’s structure that we are able to gain
some adequate idea regarding the real con-
ditions that regulate the opening and the
shutting of the mental door.

When brain cells are perfectly studied in
their different phases of activity and repose
they are seen to undergo certain remark-
able changes in shape. The processes or
branches through which contact is made
between one celi and another are seen to be
retracted in the resting state, while in ac-
tivity they are extended. However the
changes in question are brought about, we
may conclude that it ie the switching off
of the brain cells from each other and the

conferred the Dis- |

New Capital
0f China

: Description of City of Sian, Now
Headquarters of Dowager-
Empress and Emperor.

| Commandingly Situated and in
Excellent Telegraphic Com-
munication.

Sian, whither the Dowager-Empress and
the Emperor of China have removed their
court and the seat of government, is cne of
{ the most interesting and ancient of the
cities of China, says an exchange recelyved
by R. M. 8. Ewmpress of Japan.
known by 2 number of different pames, or
te be more exact, different ways of spel:-
ing the same name, as Halgnan, Hsianfu,
, Sianfu, etc. It lies in the almost inacces-

sible mountain-walled valley of the Wei-
| ho, at a distance of some eight hundred

miles from Pekin; and it is distinctly a |

neveity to be told that court and official
business can be transacted more expedi-
tiously there than at Tai-yuen-fu, which is
only about a quarter of that distancs. It
i Is true, however, that Sian is in betler
; telegraphic communication than Tai-yuen-
fu with all the great provinces of Chifia.
+ Thence, one telegraph wire passes, via Tal-

yuen-fu, to Pekin; another passes north.'

westwards into the province of Kansu;
while a third communicates, via Kingchaw,
with all the sonthern, sourheastern and

i strategic centre, of Chiaa.

The first view of Sian, after crossing the
mountaing of Shensl, with their dangerons
and difficult passes, !z obtained from a
height some three miles distant from the
city. Thence it is seen sloping up gradually
I from the banks of tha river, so as to exhib-
i it its imposing walls and lofty towers, its
houses and palaces, at one view, like the
interior of an amphitheatre. 'The city is
surrounded by a crenelated wall! built of
bricks, and some 36 feet in height, and I*s
total circuit is about nine miles. There is
a gate in the face of each wall, and thence
a wide street leads to the centre of the
city, where the Yamen, or seat of govern-
ment, is situated.

Here. also is the site of-the ancient pal-
ace of the Emperor of China. 'The popula-
tion oceupies the entire enceinte, and pre-
Sents a heterogeneous cullection of Tibet-
ans, Mongols and Tartars. The houses are
mostly built of wood, and in order to keep
out the “God of Fire” the southern gate of
the city is kept shut ordinarily. There is
more life and movement in the Chinese
than in the Manchu city—the latter being
largely cccupied by parks and gardens.:
Miles of faubourgs extend along the roads
and canuls outside the city. Owing to its
posifion at the point of convergence of the
trade routes between Central Asia and
China, and to the fertllity of s yellow
earth, Sian for two or three thousand years
has been a city of the first importance
both commercially and politically. At the
present day its stores are filled with preci-
ous merchandise.
ernment arsenal, whence modern weapons
of war are turned out.

Sian has been taken and rctaken, rebuilt
and destroyed since its foundation in the
12th century B. C., by Wu Wang, the
“Mastral Klng." but its posi‘ion hns as-
sured for it always the control of trade
rassing between the East and West. When
, Slang-Kwan, in B. C. 770, had revenged
the insalts offered by the Tartars to the
Emperor Ping, and for his courage had
heen made King of Tsin-chaw, Sian wert
by the mame of Has-King. It was the
metropolis of Shi Hwangti, of the Tsin
dynasty, the great Emperor whose con-
quests almost intersected those of his con-
temporary, Ptolemy KEvergetes., Under the
Han dynasty, the city attained to the sum-

mit of its splendor and prosperity, and then
:wont by the name of Chang-an. It is re-
| lated of Liutsung, one ot the leaders of the
barbaric Huns, who maintained their sway
"in Shensi until A. D. 352, that he built a
magnificent palace at Changan, and, hav-
ing summoned all the chief subjects of his
kingdom, Ilived in luxury and splendor
Litherto unknown in China. He possessed
'a bodyguard of Amazons, elegantly dressed,
and many of whom were good musicians,
who accompanied him wherever he went.
When the House of Tang had firmly estab-
lished itself in China, and Tai-tsung had
made his reign famous, the Greek Emperor
Theodosius sent an ambassador to Chang-
an carrying presents of rnbies and enier-
olds. Nestorian missionaries also present-
ed themselves at this monarch’s court. He
listened to the leading tenets of their doec-
trines, ordered a temple to be erected in his
capital, and caused some of their sacred
hooks to be translated. The cclebrated bi-
Iingual tables at Sian i Syriac and Chinese
characters—the most anclent Christiar
writing yet discovered in Bastern Asla—
dates from the time of the Tang dynasty,
and ghows that Christianity had made con-
!_siderable progress among the Chinese at
that early date.

{ During the first periods of the Mongol
: sovereigns in China, Sian went by the name
:ot Kingtchoa-fu, a name which Marco Polo
{ corrupted into Kenjamfu, and under which
| name he describes the city in terms that
generally would apply to it at the present
day. - Notwithstanding its antiquity, Sian

breaking of the contacts ry for the
carrying on of their work which represent
the true cause of sleep. Fatigue of the
brain cell is thus the dominant note of re-
pose, and the mechanism whereby that re-
pose is secured is seen at work in the re-
traction of their branches. It is all just
like a telephone exchange in this respect,
where we find contacts made and broken
continually in the lcltlve work of the cen-
tre. At night the connections are prac-
tieally severed, and such as may be made
in the case of the brain exchange catrylng
on the work of dr i they rep

the work of the mightshift of the braim.
If this view of sleep be correct, we see
more clearly than ever that our resting

m-mwuum.mtuﬂw‘

lessness in its essence is a habit of another

We break into the cycle of sleep
when e suffer from insomnia ‘and substi-
‘tute another habit for that of repose. What
our doctors do for us is to negative the

I no very ancient buildings. The
gite of the famous palace f the Tang
dyrasty, whose sovereigns reigned from
the seventh century to the Deginning of
the tenth, is still shown. The city pos-
sesses, however, a priceless archaeological
museum containing a mass of desigus, tab-
lets and inscriptions, some of them being
twenty centuries old. To a sagacious anti.
quary and explorer the mneighborhyol of
this ancient city offers a beiter fleld than
any other portion of China. Almost the
only actually known relics of the three
great dynasties of Ohina—the Hia, Shang,
and Chaw—are now in the Temple of Con-
fucius in Pekin, and were removed thitber
from Sian in A. D. 1126, They consist of
a number of irregularly shaped diwms,
with inscriptions commemorating a great
hunt of Suen Wang in the neighborhood of
Sian about B. C. 827. At some Httle dis-
tance from Sian is a curious temple, dating
from the time of the Tang Emperors, con-
taining a colossal figure of the Buddha,
fifty-six feet in height. Both:templ: and
figure are cut out of the solld rock

- In 18612 Sian was nearly sharing the
same fate ss Nanking and other citles of
the Yellow Empire. A large force of Ma-

It is

It possesses also 2 gov- !

homedan rebels appeared before its walls
and endeavored to effect the liberation of
some thousands of their co-religionists
within the city, and who had been thrown
into prison. The high and strongly iuilt
walls of the city were, however, too strong
for them, and they retired, after laying
waste and burning the suburbs. The total
population of Sian is estimated at a mil-
lion souls.

GRAVEYARDS OF GOLD,
Where Some of England’s Missing Mij)
lions Are Hidden,

If while walking along Fleet streét a
pedestrian should happen to find a lost
sovereign he would probably be too
full of his good luck to reflect that the
lcoiu was but one of about seven mil-

‘ of equal value which disappear
| annually,

{ The ‘world is full of mil-
(lions of long-lost sovereigns, A com-
I petent authority has just completed
some investigations which, he declares,
show that in three years the Bank of
England has lost trace of
| than 20,000,000 golden coins
realm.

This wholesale disappearance of the
jelusive sovereign has been going on
for years. A river of gold has flowed
{ unceasingly from Threadneedle street to
jall parts of the world, but it has come
back only as a tiny yellow streamlet.
What has become of the surplus in its
wanderings ?

“Misers,” is the unpoetical explana-
tion for a great part of this disappear-
ance, 'There still exist in this and
| other countries peeple who are unbusi-
nesslike enough to hoard up gold and
keep it liying idle by them for the sole
pleasure of knowing it is there and oc-
! oesionally counting it.

{ The people of India appear to be par-
| ticularly addicted to a habit that is
| more reminiscent of mediaeval times
;than of an age when momey is gener-
{ally saved so that more can be made
| with it. In the regency of Bombay it
| is estimated that 12,000,000 golden sov-
jereigns are hoarded. If that is the
|record of Bombay alone, what is the
i full tale for the whole country?

! China, too, absorbs a vast amount
‘of gold that never sees the light again.
| As a matter of fact, while the whole
‘iworld is searching for and trying to ac-
iquire gold, a gcodly part of it appears
ito be engaged in the less thrilling pas-
i time of hiding it away.

! Great Britain is not guiltless of this
i commercial sin. Dotted all over the
Lkingd_om are graveyards of gold which
;if discovered and opened might restore
{to circulation a vast amount of wealth
‘at present absolutely useless. At a spot
(about two miles from Herfordshire
i Beacon a treasure chest is recorded
{in the local history as having been
buried by a great family once resident
in the district. But the money cannot
be found. There is a similar record
in connection with Hulme castle, form-
erly a seat of a branch of the Prest-
wick family. Somewhere near Stoke-
sey castle, Shropshire, there isi believ-
ed to be hidden a great oaken chest
filled with gold coins, but up to the
present all efforts to find it have ended
in  failure,

‘A romantic story is told of Blenkin-
sopp castle. Its original owner, it
seems, had an inordinate love ofJ
wealth, which ultimately wrecked his
fortune; for his wife in a fit of anger
had a chest of gold which took twelve
strong men to lift, carried from the
castle and hidden. . Nor would she ever
reveal where the momey was secreted,
though this enormous drain upon her
husband’s finances ruined him,

Vast treasure is believed to be hid-
den beneath the ruins of Hermitage
castle, one of the most famous of tha
Border keeps, and from time to time
efforts are made to discover the gold.
At Addleborough, in Yorkshire, at
Kilmarnock, at Acton, and scores of
other places in the kingdom, enormous
wealth is reputed to be buried, while
itc. more than one district oI Ireland
the safety of the .Dbuildings has been
threatened by excavations in search
of hidden coin. .

Perhaps some day a company will be
floated to prospect and work these
mines, and restore to circulation some
of these millions of missing gold coins.—
London Mail.

POISON IN CLOTHINP.

ot
! lion

no fewer
of the

Bright colors are very fashionable now,
bappily for the spirits of those whose lot in
life it is to inhabit cities as gloomy as Lon-
don or Manchester are in December, and
the smartest tints are those known as fon-
dant or bonbon shades, pretty -blues, soft
pinks, delicate purples, and military reds.
The strides chemistry has achieved during
the past few decades make the production
of such colors easy and their cost inexpen-
sive, but unfortunately it also makes adul-
teration easy too, and the use of poisonous
dyes is becoming all tod common.

Anilines are very extensively used, and
very little harm has been traced to fabrics
sn colored, while chrome yellows containing 4
lead, greens containing arsenic, and blues
containing muriate of soda, have been
proved distinetly deleterious.

Aniline is largely used in coloring wall
rapers and window curtains without bad
effect, but a curious case has just been
made public by the French Academie de
Medecin relating to the injurions effects of
aniline oil, which is used in yellow-brown
boot paste. Two children wearing these
polished boots were poisoned, and the evil
was traced to the oli in the paste, which
had gradually soaked through the leather.

Unluckily,” there i8 no ready way of dis-
criminating between dyes that are harmful
and dyes that are not. Experience and
consequences alone are a guarantee of their
innocuous ‘or baneful influences. Those
who do art needlework with silks and col-
ored threads should never bite off the emd
of their silk, nor suck it in order that it
may thread easily through the needle’s
eye, for to those foolish, though excusable,
habits cases of arsenieal polsoning have
been traced.

In cases where there are abrasions or
sores of any kind upon the ltmbhs—for ex-
ample, upon the shins or ankles—dyed
hoslery should never be worn unless the
broken skin is protected. Searlet socks,
however expensive, should never be worn
until they have beén thoroughly washed.
All the clever chiropodists, after cutting a
€OFL or treating it with ati acid, protect
the place by my of plaster or lint before
the patient puts hs socks on

B

“Why does Mrs. Clubman refer to
“Because he smokes and goes out
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A SHINING LIGHT,

her husband as her lamp?”
nights.”

reek with poison. Many pedple have been
made seriously ill after a fast walk owing
te the dye soaking through to the armpits
or other spots, and entering the open pores
of the skin. There is an immense amount
of trickery accomplished in the trade,
where indigo-dyed goods are concerned.
Even ‘‘worsted indigo,”’ sold at Us. 6d. a
yard, has occasionally been found to be
something else poisonous, having not a
trace of pure indigo in it.

The test for the discovery of pure indigo
is as follows: Place a piece of cloth half
an inch square on a saucer, plate, or in a
porcelain basin, and drop two or three
drops of strong nitric acid on it. If pure
indigo is present, a bright yellow spot with
a green rim is quickly developed.--London
Daily Mail.

RUSSIA’S NATURAL OUTLET.

As Russia was Oriental in her origin, so
she moves to the Orient by inrate and
congenital compulsion. Only while Peter
the Great indulged his dream of rivalling
the West, and while Russia was distracted
and exhausted by Internal disorder and ex-
ternal enemies, was. this natural process
staid. It has been, it iIs, and it always will
be, her normal development; in the eyes
of her strongest men it is her divine mis-
sion. A seaman would describe her course
as ‘“east half south.” In her blood is the
irresistible mysterious Drang nach Osten;
like man himself she
Ferhaps acts second to some spherz un

known,
Tonuches some wheel,
gcal.

It has been pointed out that the sea alone
stopped the Cossacks in the seventeentk
century, and when they got to work again
in the nineteenth, the Russians crossed the
Pacific, and pushed on to within a few
miles of San Francisco, long before the
first.  *‘prairie schooner’’ salled over the
plains. The map of Asia is a Russian steg-
ladder; the Urals, western Siberia, eastern
Siberia, Baikalia, Kamchatka, the Amur,
Manchuria; the Steppe; Khiva, Turkestan,
the Merv oasis, Bokhara, Samarkand; these
are the rungs she has eclimbed. Persia,
Kashgar, Afghanistan, India itself—unless
a mightier force than herself bar the way,
her feet will be here, too, in the fullness of
time. The “half south” in her course is
shown by the gradual descent of her naval
bese in the Far East; Petropaviofsk. Niko-
laiefsk, Vladivostok, Port Arthur. If yon
would understand Ruvssia, and interpret the
forecast aright, the march of great events,
never forget that, for her, eastward the
course of en pire takes Its way; that as the
sap rises, as the sparks fly vpward, as the
tides foHow the moon, so Russia goes to
the sunrise and the warm water. This is
what the history of Siberia strikingly iI-
Justrates, and it is from this point of viesw
that the great Siberian railway derives its

chief significance.—Henry Norman in Serib.
ner's.

or verges to some
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THE RHINE'S PREVIOUS COURSE.

Augustine Birrell, late M. P., and author
of “Obiter Dicta,’”” etc., thus describes in
the century the obvious.course of the
Ehine:

The birthplace of the Rhine is wrapped
In mystery. It is given to few to dam with
their fingers the first tricklings of a great
river. How many BEnglish have traced the
shy Thames to her source, or the Mersey?
Research is apt to be tedious. To most of
U8, as to our artist M. Andre Castaigne, the
Rhine flows out of Constance lake, and af-
ter giving three leaps over the rocks at
Schaffhausen steps westward with a cheer-
ful alacrity, as if it neant, like a good
American, to sce Paris before it died, tili
it reaches Basel, where, as if suddenly
mipdful of the fatherland, it turns hastily
to the right and pushes its way up the map
cf  Europe past Strasburg, Mannheim,
Koblenz, and Cologne, by Dusseldorff and
Wesel, till it reaches the Low Countries,
where again its conrse becomes obscure.
What happens to the Rhine at Utrecht?
“What gar my father no send me to
Utrecht?”’ was the oft repeated complaint
of Bartoline Saddletree, doomed to keep
shop in the Bess Wynd instead of drawing
pleas in Parilament Square.

I can but repeat Mr. Saddletree’s plaint,
Flad my father sent me to Utrecht instead
of Koblenz I might be an authority on the
subject. As it is, I can but feebly demur to
the modern notlon that puts Rotterdam on
the Rhine, but have to admit that, just as
I have never set eyes on the Toma-See in
Switzerland, where, at a height of well-
nigh eight thousand feet, thé baby Rhine
springs Into being, so have I never seen
either of its outlets into the German ocean
or the Zuyder Zee. My Rhine begins at
Schaffhausen and gets no further than We-
gel, for as for Rotterdam, it is, as all the
world knows, on the Maas, and as for
Utrecht, where the river is said to divide,
I was never sent there to study either law
or geography.

The Paris police lately discovered a re-
markable hotel in the Faubourg St. An-
toine. It was a resort of thieves. The
rocms had double cellings, the floors had
trap-doors, and all the drawers'in the fur-
niture had false bottoms. Large quantities
of jewels, money, securities, and plunder
generally were discovered.

Olothes, dresses, and mantles also ‘pften

Bther taking is fatal once In every 28,200
g PO s S R A B kol
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THE DECLINE OF INTELLECT.

The human intellect, like ‘“the service,’””
has long been ‘“going to the dogs.” Old~
fashioned people tell us that “nobody
reads anything but newspapers and nov-
els.” Many critics in the serial reviews
apologize for noticing a work that is not
avowedly a work of fiction. Most review-
ers have long dropped the hypocrisy of pre-
tending to own any acquaintance with the
subjects of historical, antiquarian, anthroe
pological, mythological, and other erudite
Looks. They frankly avow their ignorance,
unashamed. Poetry is still “a drug in the
raarket,” except where some new bard is
welcomed as an exquisite blend of Shake-
speare and Racine. “Literary Gossip” ig
concerned only with the wealth attained by
a few manufacturers of fustian. _Lately I
saw a grown man reading Sully’s “Me-
meirs,” in French, too, and, like the an-
cient mariner, “I blessed him unawares,”
so unusual was the spectacle, The classics
of all languages, as a lady lately declared
in print, have become “glorified school
bcoks.”

Everyone admits that this is the condi-
tion of our intellectual affairs; that is, as
far as literature is concerned. If evidence
Is desired, we might call into court the
author of “How to Write for the Maga-
zines.”” ‘“The style most in vogue,”” re-
marks this literary expert, ‘4s what is
known as the ‘popular’ style,” a rather
“self-evident remark,” as the dustman
said when the cook told him that he was no
gentleman. He who would embrace. the
pcpular style “must not induilge in fine
work which is above the head of the per-
son who spends his penny on Answers or
Pearson’s.” That perSon, that capitalist
who ‘lays out his  penny, may be a dustman
or a Duke. But, intellectually, it must be
difficult for a writer not to soar above his
head. We are even warned “not to write
about things that the sixpenny reader of
The Strand or The Lady’s Realm cannot
understand, owing to limited education or
capacity.”—Andrew Lang Iin The Critic.

BACTERIAL COMMEROBE.

I may observe the pursuit of bacterial
artidotes seems to be stimulated by a cir-
cumstance which has had rather an unfor-
turate influence upon the dignity and fair
fame of medica! science.. I mean the fact
that when successful they possess a high
comwmercial value, which redounds to the
advantage of those who discover arcd pre-
pare them. Every important bacteriological
lnstit,ute has become not merely a temple
of krowledge, but &« manufactory of drugs
for sale, and under the cover of an honor-
able rivalry in the advancement of science
an unedifying scramble for possession of
the market is going on. Let me give an {l-
lustration: When plague made its appear-
ance in Oporto last antumn, hacteriologists
hastened to the spot from various Contin-
ertal laboratoeries, no doubt to study the
disease at first hand, but also for some-
thing else. They came from France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, Russia and Norway. I
was there myself, and witnessed the game
in the character of an amused spectator.
Most of them had some serum or other inm
their portrranteaus or up their sleeves.
They were, in fact, commercial travellers
thinly disguised, and naturally the most
pushing agent did most business. This gen-
tlemwan, who represented a very famous in-
stitution, did his errand ' in a masterly
style, and displayed a command of all' the
resources of modern advertisement that de-
fied competition. It rained paragraphs and
interviews in the local press; ladies’ sym-
pathetic visits to the hospital; presents of
money to the sick; complimentary dinners;
public ceremonies; free inoculation, etc.—
al! revolving round the person of the dis-
tinguished savant and trumpeting the fame
of his infallible cure.—The Contemporary
Review. /

A BACHELOR.
Punch,

Who collars all my scanty pay,
And with my little plans makes hay?
Who says Mamma has come to stay?

Who takes away 'my easy chair
Because ‘Mt has no business there,”
And only says she doesn’t care?

Who says she hasn’t got a gown
And wants to put the horses down,
And thinks we'd better live in town?

Who commandeers my only hack,
Returns him wirh a bad sore back,
And says the little beast is slack?

Who thinks that I must ride a bike
And makes me do what I don’t like,
And tells me if I don’t, lhe'l(l strike?

And wheh I'm feeling sad and low

Who sympathizes with my woe

And softly breathes “I told you so?’
NO ONE.

Japanese books begin at what we’call the
end. The lines are vertical instead of
horizontal, the first being on the right hand
cdge of the page, and are read downwards
from the top. The place for ‘the *foot-
notes” is at the top'of the page, and ‘that
for the reader’s marker at the'bottomx °

Britaln spends ninety-nine times a4 muclt

M drink as education. : 5
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