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flits wae the war that the word came 
of the wreck:

It was a few minutes past midnight. 
The operator at Barpsburg reached un
der the grimy table on which his In
struments had been noieily scolding 
away, pulled therefrom a dinner pall, 
healthy man sise, and leisurely began 
investigating tto contents.

He was a New Bn glander by birth 
and upbringing, though at thq present 
moment a resident of a Middle Western 

^Btate. Naturally, the first thing that 
he selected for storage beneath hie belt 
•was a generous slice of home made 
pumpkin pie.

“TJ-m-m-m," he# said, softly, 
tenderly lifted the pie out of the pall.

"TJ-m-m-m,'’ he repeated as the gold
en food began the short ascent toward 
his wide open mouth.

But it was a brief Journey that was 
never completed. His watering mouth 
had all hut closed on the first bite, 
when out of the stilly night there sud
denly came the sharp sound of hurry
ing feet at the west end of the station 
platform. In all the tin years that he 
had been night operator at Harpeburg 
he had never before been so rudely dis- 
ttubed. His attention was Instantly di
verted from the impending gastronomic 

__
Peering oat df the bay window, 

mandlng a frill Mew of the platform 

in either direction, the operator made 
out fli* runfier to be a man. The next 
moment, as he came with» reach of the 
station lamp’s raye, th 
that the man wore the

*i

tng at some spot in Its section, to make 
it perfect, a train may be wrecked 
right there by a broken rail.

The simple truth of the matter Is 
that by far the big majority of the 
wrecks occurring on railroads are due. 
not to the negligence of the respon
sible officials to throw ail the safe
guards possible around the travelling 
public, but to the breakdown, often 

relatively small as a sen- unaccountable, of one or more t>f the 
compared with the number human coga in the Intricate system 

Indeed, the big maintained to safeguard the public, 
majority are settled •'outside** as soon An engineer with a clean record reach- 
as possible, releasee*»ng taken by the >ng back a score of years, runs by a 
railroad signal set dead against him. A splen-

As a usual thing it is not difficult did telegrapher translates an order 
for the Injured and the railroad to wrong, or trusts Its delivery to a sta- 
reaoh a working basis. While they tlon lounger. A ewltoh le set wrong 
are in the hospitals the injured recelv- by an old hand. A mistake la made 
ed the best of care, the railroad paying* "by some one. It is not caught In time, 
all bills. Nothing Is left undone that and the result Is—a wreck, 
may contribute to their comfort. This 
solicitude serves to lead the injured 
to the belief that foe railroad desires 

thing by them, and

1 ANYTHING TO PREVENT ill
WRECK. g

pears to have a flaw In It somewhere. 
Hence run* the argument there Is fre
quently a resultant feeling on the part 
of the public that when a wreck occurs 
the railroad

“Putting aside our natural horn* I 
over such a catastrophe,’’ said a well»! 
known official recently, "we also loathe) 
a wreck for a purely selfish reasoi 
The last wreck we had cost us a llttl 
over two hundred and fifty thousan 
dollars In rolling stock repairs, an 
damage settlements. To bear* pre 
vdnted that wreck we would have beetil - 
willing to spend several times thatfl 
sum of, money, in order to keep un-a 
shaken the travelling public's oonflej 

It is the public’s confl-n 
ability tp carny 

it and Its freight about safely that Id 
a railroad’s best asset. 1st that con-* 
fldence be shaken by a wreck—ond 
wreck will often do It—end the rood 
stands to lose many, many more thou-J - 
sands of dollars than by the wreck# 
Itself.

“A thorough understanffing on t 
head should dispel the notion ent 
tainsd by many that even railroi 
with rather strong monetary reeouroe* 
are reluctant to safeguard their train* 
until driven to It by public opinioig 
arouse by a series of bad wrecks.”

• »

sexperiencing it seeks to 
avoid the consequences of the wreck.

It Is safe to say that the cases which 
appear In court growing out of a 
wreck are 
eral rule,
settled out of court.

■

Sidence in us. 
fence In a railroad**

&frhe

• j
m T

This, In spite of scrupulous selection 
of men all along the Une. The rail
roads have not ÿert mt on a plan of 
imaking all their men, or even ope of 
;them. Infallible. If any one has such 
a scheme and desires a large fortune, 
let him hie himself to the nearest gen
eral offices of a big railroad. For the 
rpllroad official hates a wreck above 
everything else. He would make 
great sacrifices to prevent one on his 
Una

\ ■ r ■ -

to do the square 
when the claim agent comes around 
he finds his path to have been smooth
ed- in advance.

X
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But the claim department is not the 
only branch of the service that is busy 
with affairs connected with the wreck 
for a considerable time after it has oc
curred.
starts a rigid Investigation Into the 
cause of the wreck synchronously with 
the arrival of the superintendent at the 
wreck and it is followed until the cause 
le decided beyond a doubt. Then, it 
any employ has been to blame, there 
swiftly domes the railroad’s punish
ment—Instant dismissal, 
practically every big body connected 

the safe movement of trains tries 
to puzzle out some way to prevent a 
similar wreck from occurring again.

Such a scheme Is well-nigh Impos
sible to think out in these davs of sci
entific railroad, when the chi. „ end of 
railroading may be said-to be the safe
guarding of passengers, that a rail
road’s business may prosper, to say 
nothing of tjie humane reasons actuat
ing the operating department to emplor 
all the safeguards that human ingenti? 
lty invents.

f. t

j
«up^yjfrb Œag^Æftlcî ^"J^woufd;8^61^."^ « d°^tS“

ana XTiGralcIne* on its way: the. wreck- was despatched Pomona ward. the train from the east track had croe-
lng train. ' • : ™............ préparattonb forty five “d over to Its properi track.

As the first of tlw res ousts were hur- PREPARATIONS FORTY-FIVE The dispatcher waeoable to do this 
zylng to the station, the wife of the , MILES AWAY. because In a dispatcher's hands lies

.Ésasssrs sarr't
ed i^wX8 s'e^l ^la^d^a^n SX*

dasUlc!,;r'fw1?hPa‘°^Tnta°fflplctureTof ^‘^s'trong^qua^.f p^lble o^aMount of thVwrec^b^

bis entire division before him, wae ooiice to keen back the crowds A for Kan running his trains on "orders” as busy issuing the necessary orders to mldîbL corps of doctors and nurses th®t *® west
tie all trains at convenient points wng nn hand and as fast as the iniured track had been cleared, till the tracks could be cleared, and COuld be removed from the train,3 and wlth th® 1akül a great general 
to assure a clear track for the wreck- placed In the ambulances they were consummately moving -hie men Into
lng train an the way to the scene of speeded to the various hospitals7 There S?11.1®' h** s£n£,ordeïtto thenperator at
the wreck, forty-five miles away. beds had been made ready far their tor,*£®

No wilder night ride was ever made reception and skilled surgeons were 1 fr®!fht then approaching the
than the one that was experienced, ln readlneee to perform any opera- th® JI hJ’
during the- forty-two minutes that it tlons that might prove to be Immediate- Hrail9ÆQ ?,,®y'
lasted, by the wrecking crew, the eu- \y necessary ln order to save life. The operator at Herotead station himg 
perintondent of the division, the rail- Those unharmed survivors living in °“t, h î®r the.
road surgeon, the hospital Interne. Pomona made at onde for their homes.
who brought the first lot of first-aids- those survivors living bfeyond Pomona ®25”V?fr a a^pll.ca-te ,°™er for himself
to-the-lnjured. a (lining car service who were fortunate enough to have °J®I f*
cook, and a sole nurse, who had hailed garments on their backs, were sent dl- ^
a cruising Cab and peremptorily or- rect to three hotels in the Immediate to î*'®
dered the driver to turn station ward, vicinity of the station.
But what «nattered it if they were The others were taken Into the ter- thtb?2n
continually tossed from side «n side? mlnal waiting rooms, where they were fîî1

toward the oh air drawn up beside the Every second gained meant a life sav- supplied with clothing received from ® f, t
operator. "Bad-both tracks Mocked.” ed. perhaps. The frame of mind of two or three of the town's big stores. ^°us ^
Tbe despatcher was now on the wire afl was that of the supertotendent’s: Then they, too, were sent to the hotels. S®®“ enaoted r**»1 beyond their wln-
ond_racetvfng the news. "Many—kll- "My Ood, I’d have given all I own A physician went to each hotel to look ticrae‘ 
led. And, his duty done, tbs man col- to have been able to prevent the after the hysterical ones, or to be close 
lapsed Into the chair, his heed sinking wreck I” at hand Should nerves give way—nerves
gently into th* operator's generous „ of men as well as of women,
slice of homemade pie. AT THE WRECK. > To save the feelings of the relatives

No,B wae not the exertion of naming of the dead as much as possible, the
the three miles that had caused the Since the wreck was three miles dis- bodies were taken, not to the Morgue, 
man to faint dead away. That was the tant from the nearest telegraph eta- but to reputable undertaking establlsh-
operatorir first thought as ho indig- tlon, one of the first things that the ment*. They had been identified by
tmntiy beheld the complete ruin of hie superintendent did on assuming charge survivors and railroad claim agents, 
pie. But 15 minutes later when tbe viL was to see to it that telegraphic com- wbo had gone to the wreck on the 
tags doctor, who lived half a block iteunicatlon with the despatches was second train, that an accurate of the 
away from the station, had appeared opened by the side of foe wreck. The passengers, dead. Injured and living 
in response to the operator's persist- surviving trainmen, the uninjured pas- might be secured. A number of the 
ent halloo*, the latter lesdbed that his gangers and the band of volunteers dead had lived ln Pomona. It was a. 
pie had been squashed all Over the from Harpeburg had already, under comparatively easy task to notify the 
table because the still unconscious man the direction of the badly bruised but relatives. As for the rest, telegrams 
In hta office had run three miles with plucky conductor,- been doggedly car- were sent to the addresses found in let- 
a broken arm. Thereto** roe village rying on the work of rescue, Indeed, ters, or Identification cards, etc., on 
doctor's first work was over the pluoky with wreckage piled all about them, the bodies, and to the police of the 
trainman. When he bad been made with groans and shrieks and pleas and various cities from which the dead had 
fairly oomfortable, foe doctor, in com- curses issuing from every part of the hailed. Nothing more In this direction 
rany with a half down townsmen went debris, with a fir* to combat, with only: could be done until word was received 
t-arlng like mad towards the scene of the dim light of lanterns to work with concerning the disposition to made of 
the wreck. - after the blase had been miraculously the bodies.

HOW TCT RATLBOMUPFOBCP8 StihH tronde^T^&iîlfhad^^ HOW THE DISPATCHER HANDLED 

W1CM3 outiKOKED laid In a row on the embankment a TRAFFIC.
In the meantime tMe was the war <hort distance from the wreck. The 

♦liât the dis catcher gt division " lone doctor from Harpeburg was treat- Just about the time that the last of 
fiuarters in Pomona lmmwaietelveet in* a doien badly injured victims who the injured were being received ln ther mot7on foe m^a^t^rU2 bad been releaeed from their perilous hwpit^e the wrecking or^ succeeded
railroad always employs to allhvlate, Prisons and placed on bedding from ^ clearing toe Beoond tradk
as far as human brings can. the eon- toe one unharmed Pullman of the short while the damage done to the
sequences of Tral 1 road wîrolL 1 train. And from the little stream road bed was. repaired sufficiently to

"NunSsr VT was a^throuSTpaseen- that trickled at the foot of toe steep Permit of the safe passing of trains.
<rer ItXbrost 1 n variably laftPomocLa. embankment brave women, all for- That part of the wrecked train which The claim department 
Ihe roü-e terminal hravilwloadeAThe getful of their scanty coverings, were was still on wheels was hitched to the the last of the wreck for months. A 
(lieoaraber turned to rZe teleohmie at carrying water ln hats-In anything wrecking train for hauling away to majority of the claims, however, were
hlioïbow; This A thtmetoodtSlt Is that would hold the precious liquid- Pomona. The debris, having been rol- settled without recourse to law, slm-
emoloved nowaday* Me •uw*» the to the parched lip* of the sufferers. led down the aide of the embankment, ply by conferences between the rall- 

-, f^rSTtoat oope witt «ESrïtoo. U Under toe skilled guidance of the su- !“'fl l^'ovï th6 Wrecklng ^£^,77*0, ^
*A»d7to^e^SroS5epHL't5?I,btt —S,eThl8WlmVi.nUrtô" thl WhS^the wrecking train reached All tot™ “llht cases dragged their^int:

oSeTm Harpeburg on the way back to Pomona, ous way through, the courts. In six
roJdJ^is teleSoneTTnlfSad i’n*t>Ti!. Rv^thî rim. u went on to the turnout there, as per of them the railroad had verdicts pro-
fomes^-nd pw the billï^^ * thti* ?7dvSd with th.nKt orders sent to the Harpeburg operator, nounced against it for larger amounts
tomes, ana paye tne Dim... y rescue train arrived with sufficient by the dispatcher. A few minutes than it considered Just, and all were
P,B« the^rtn^fton^^rtbe3^ o?” thl teter the flm traln to us* the eMt »“=tained on appeal. The remaining

A fewTraeonde UtVh.1 w.a Uî®.. i^îî. !îv.th track e1”6® the wreck oocurred went cases turned out vlotorlotis for the
S'Tînv raZboaTofthi weenklJl8^» #UTed. ^ ,7e?LJ^tkrld h. past Harpeburg, and thenceforth traf- railroad. Both complainants had de-
?8rtZ£n°l,e„t hbl — .W—X1** ^î®7 wreckage, foe looomotlv# having been fl0 went on uninterruptedly on both clared themselves to be permanently 
to turn out his men at once-a dlvl- lifted by the gigantic orane of the tracks. disabled and Incapacitated for work
slon wrecklngbos# to always In oon- wrecking train off the orushed body But while the west track only was hence they wanted enourmous dam-
riant touch mth his men, who live of the poor engineer, who had revers- ciear> the dispatcher, with that sharp ages. The railroad felt that two sly
noar by, .The roundhouse was noti- ed his lever ln vain. One traek also mental picture of hie division ln his attempts were being made to victimize
fled to a locomotive for the had been, opened. mind, shuttled his trains back and forth It. Detectives were put on the trail
wrecking train. TW-a-llngl went the The Injured were laid on cots, placed around the wreck, on the one clear of the man, who were shadowed for
hell near the head of that sleeping m rows in baggage cars; the dead track. This he was able to do b'y is- months, and the evidence that the
local doctor who' is the railroad sur- Were put ln a separate car. The sur- Buing the necessary orders to this or sleuths gave at the trials led to the
geon for Pomona. . A*, he started to vlving passengers were assisted Into that or the other train to cross over conviction later of the complainants on 
scramble Into hie clothes, the Pullman coaches, where they were furnished from the east track above the wreck Indictments, presented against them 
people were told to rush blankets, with stimulating food and coffee and at a designated cross-over, and to for perjury.
sheets and mattresses to the wreck- such garments as could :be hurriedly cross back at a designated cross-over It is the fraudulent attempts to bleed 
lng train, all but ready to start; the secured. The baggage that was not below the wreck. And while such a a railroad, declares the average rail
dining car department had begun pre-. destroyed by the fire, which had start- train was on the clear track all the road official, that cause a self-respect-
paring gallons of Stimulating hot cof-i ed ln the baggage car and been con- trains properly belonging to that track lng railroad to fight any clalfn that'
fee, while the local hospital nearest fined there, was also placed on the were held on aide tracks and turn-outs does not seem straight or Just.

(Copyright, 1906, by McClure, PMIU

The operating department

The Practice of Make-Believe
Not Always Unpardonable^

\
com-a /

Then also
tslXWhat sort of a world Would It he 

If we all left off makebelleve—the par
donable little glossing over of unpalat
able truth?

A German daring to question that 
commodity called American Humor, 
was regaled by a Yankee friend with 
choicest examples, rehearsed ln his 
nation’s defence. When he had finish
ed the Teuton wae grave still. “You 
calf that Wit,” he said; “we should call 
it tam lies.”

In make-believe also there le the 
point of view.

For poetical Justice of the blter-blt 
variety, retaliatory take-in Is unsur
passable. A French nouveau-rich1 
manutacturei^related, with gusto, at 
a luncheon party how last New Year 
he had deceived hie foreman by giv
ing him a present of cheap cigars, upon 
which he had put the bands taken 
from the expensive brand he smoked 
himself.

“What

The unsentimental youth had an adJ 
mirkfion for Byron, so he copied out# 
a fine stanza from "Childe Harold” andl 
sent It.

"Excellent for a beginner." was the# 
delighted criticism; and when, later onj 
he put together some halting lines of 
his own, she declared them “a gréa» 
Improvement!"

The latest development of minor! 
hypocrisy Is the preponderance of I 
motor-clad over motor-borne. No onari 
who visited a waterlng-plac# last! 
August could fall to remark that If a 
census of the obvious by "motoring" 
were taken, what a lot of cars would 
be required. But perhaps the purchase 
of those coats and veils was dictated 
by something of the sentiment that 
bids childhood covet caps labelled; 
“Fury.” “Defiance,” and “Terrible”—| 
shocking libels on cherubic owners— I 
and tis but a relic of the Golden Age.

“Please, mistress says, will you leave 
some for the next visitor?” was the 
candid message, plainly delivered, that' 
disturbed a guest ln the pleasant de
votion to the raspberry canes she 
foundmltlgated the dullness of a coun
try rectory visit. She had been Invited ’ 
to partake freely, but here was the • . 
limit. What could be wished more in 
a Palace of Truth ?

“Painless extractions, from a shilling 
upwards,” is the cheap dentist’s cheer
ful announcement. What would be 
gained If they said “painful?” It en
lightens nobody to tell what every
body may guess.

Remarked a once-noted beauty, who ! 
did not take kindly to time’s Inevitable j 
consequence—“I’m tired of hearing peo
ple say, 'You don't look very well,” 
when they mean 'old and ugly.' If! 
they’d say 'How old and ugly you look/i 
there would be some sense ln it." ij

Perhaps; but who would like to be
gin?

withoperator saw 
railroad uni

form. He also saw, that the man’s face 
wae drawn and deadly white, not. pur
pled as It should have beén. by Ills ev
ident sustained exertion.

At SfitiajjUoiir at night, with such 
a visitor, ffi Vuoh a state, a railroad 
man can think of but one thing, and 
that a tiling that no railroad man 
thinks of without an Involuntary shud
der shaking his frame.

I The operator sprang to the door and 
! opened it, sprang book to hie key and 

that. The runner staggered ln.
breath for the first 
was already calling 
the division.

*
I

1

SI-

MODERN SAFEGUARDS AGAINST 
WRECKS.

I o
As ho caught tie 

o«d the operator 
lip dispatcher of.

There is the autocratie electric block 
signal system, which protects a train 
from ,th* one Immediately following. 
Even should the current that controls 
the system be Interrupted, the sema
phore Is so set that the force of grav
ity will forow It up to danger

Another great safeguard le foe high 
speed power brake, giving the engineer 
full and Instant control over the en
tire train. All he has to do Is to re
lease—"cut his air"—In the train Une, 
and the outside atmospheric pressure 
of fifteen pounds to the square inch 
sets the brakes—the emergency brakes, 
so-called.

There le the train crew, a picked 
body of men from conductor down, 
drilled by years of experience in minor 
positions and selected for passenger 
runs only after severe physical and 
mental teste, not the least of the tests 
being that of colors.

Whenever a passenger train makes 
a stop not scheduled, it is nôt enough 
that the automatic block signal sys
tem Is protecting It ln the rear. Back 
goes the flagman the prescribed dis
tance, with his flag by day, or light by 
night, as the case may be. There he 
remains to flag any approaching train 
till he Is called in by the locomotive 
whistle signal. Then, before he re
turns, swinging flag or lantern, by day 
he places a torpedo on the track, and 
by night a slow-burning color fuse. 
These 
days w 
was not

w
th

"Wreck!” gasped the stranger, hoars- 
. "Three miles—down I toe road. 

Nuniber 10.” He Involuntarily wavered
Ur

-ido you think of that wine?” 
said his host, pushing towards him a 
claret Jug—'‘rather curious, eh?"

Monsieur, the manufacturer, whiffed, 
sipped, eyed, and declared himself 
enamoured of its fire, its rare bouquet; 
then hazarded a date.

“Ah," said his host quietly, ”1 wanted 
an unbiassed opinion of It, as compar
ed to your vln ordinaire. That’s Aus
tralian at one-and-twopence a bottle. 
I’m glad that you like It so well.”

Exquisitely provocative of the pri
vate chuckle are some of the little er
rors folly makes, which It would be as 
much folly to correct.

“You have poetry in you,” urged the 
senti menti aunt to the unsentimental 
nephew, who was acquiring the Ger
man language ln the Black Forest; 
“the beautiful scenery around you 
should be an Inspiration. Send me 
some verses when you write again.”

WHERE THE CLAIM DEPART
MENT CAME IN.

f.

It was early# morning when traffic 
was running smoothly again. With 
their nerves steadied by the advent of 
full daylight, not a few of the survivors 
after sending messages that they were 
safe, began making preparations to 
continue their respective Journeys, or 
to turn back home. There was a gen
eral Inquiry for baggage. Naturally, 
some baggage checks had been lost, as 
well as baggage and garments which 
had been doffed by occupants of sleep
ers less than twelve hours before.

The claim department now came 
That pas-

\
1

prominently to the fore, 
sener who could satisfactorily prove 
that such and such a trunk was hie, 
got It, after releasing the railroad from 
further responsibility ln the matter- 
provided, of course, that the pass
enger was satisfied that his possessions 
had come through the wreck unharm
ed. In other cases claims for dam
ages were filed, and ln still othey sur
vivors were started on foeir way who 
did not so much as breathe foe word 
“baggage" or “claim” until day* after. 
Their frame of mind was, evidently, 
what la a matter of a little thing like 
lost baggage so long as we and ours 
have escaped with our lives?

i
}

I

Thirty Years' Work Among Eskimos.
precautions survive from the 
hen the automatic block signal 

known. Every railroadz The Rev. E. J. Peck, who has re- a wooden structure, as It was destroy*

SSlfSp
exoert a man In the sat* movement His mission station Is one of the “The most trying time we have know
of drains as can be honed for whtiî most lonel1' and inaccessible ln the was last winter, when the usual relief
human nature Is such S ft U »t ore world. The headquarters are on the ship failed to reach us. 
ran™ Every minute^ is on dut^ he B0uto shore of Cumberland Sound, at within fifteen miles of our station and,:
knows where «'eiw traln on hls divl1 Blaoklead Island, a little spot two wa3 within range of our glasses, and

sLsS ■•s^'^lsa'n.’sus.’rirs'.'r! su stssEsy": 

BFr»"Ja SfH? part:
tnat all will reach their respective | renresentfl.tive “Tt snprrw live th* eventually driven back. •
dnStthUtl0heS l^l^roTrtan^toVh with Ia3t plaoe on"earth. j "We suffered considerably from cold,
25 p®,lrnn VdTlm . ,,iT*. 1 "There Is no food ln tie country ex- aa our, naw supply of coal was ou board
a“ P cept seal, and for all our stores wo the missing vessel, and we had to bury

ni ol th1» 1 have to **> dependent upon what we °ur houses In snow to keep out th*
tnowt™ thZt twdwiii h» ZvLTfod là take »ut from England. Our only com- c<lM- 
Sf-Tunf that they 111 b executed as, munlcation wlth the outside world is 
■peecu y. ! by means of a trading ship, which,

OF specially chartered, visits us once a 
year.

“Our little settlement consist» of a 
All these men are carefully picked, church, a hoepitnl and two dwelllng- 

Bo, also, are the men in the mainten- houses—one for the two traders and 
ance of w-ay department, whose duty one for my colleague and myself. There 
is to see that the track is & “perfect a,re, of course, all of the rudest de- 
condition, to the slightest detail. The scriptjon, being fashioned out of ma- 
maintenance of way men work at the terials shipped from home, 
track all day long, particular portions
are patrolled day and night by track A CHURCH OF SEALSKINS, 
walkers, bridges are sedulously inspect
ed and guarded. Yet half an hour “Our earliest church was made of 
after a section gangr has been work- * sealskins, hut had to be replaced by,

The scene from!
In aJ*

* Again, there

did not hearV It came to
* -

1
^7 1

1
" a

“The Eskimos were not the only suf
ferers from want or food, for one ntgKV 
ln January. 1905, a pack of hungry, 
wolves surrounded our house and at
tacked the dogs, eventually escaping 
Into the darkness. Afterwards they 
devoured one another.”

Early lti July the long expected relief 
ship arrived tea months over her time.

: ti/
THE ONE GREAT CAUSE 

WRECKS.
Si

Lawyer—You want a divorce, do you? 
what reason may I ask? It will have to 
bo stated lc the application. Charming Sou
brette—I find I have married tbe wrong 
man.

* t

or ap- Ian’t that reason «jough?
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