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[ s was the way that the word-came

1 of the wreck: !

It was a few minutes past midnight.

| The operator at Harpsburg reached un-

| der the grimy  table on which his in-

‘etruments had been noisily scolding
away, pulled therefrom a dinner pall,
healthy man size, and leisurely began
investigating its contents.

' He was a New Hunglander by birth
and upbringing, though at the present
moment a resident of a Middle Western

"State. Naturally, the first thing that
e selected for storage beneath belt
{“was & generous slice of home  made

pumpkin pie.

“U-m-m-m,” he sald, sofily, as he
tenderly lifted the ple out of the pail.

“U-m-m-m,"” he repeated as the gold-
en food degan the short ascent toward
his wide open mouth.

But it was a brief journey that was
never campleted. His watering mouth
had all but clased on the first bite,
when out of the stilly night there sud-
denly came the sharp sound of hurry-
ing teet at the west end of the station
piatform. In all the ten ygars that he
had been night operator at Harpsburg
he had never before been so rudely dis-
turbed, FHis attention was instantly ai.’

4:from the impending gastronomlc
¢ Peering out'of the bay Ynndbw, com-
manding & fll View of 'the platform
in either direction, th¢ operator made

- out'hé runher t0 He a man. The next
fnoment, as he came withifi reach of the
station lamp’s rays, th o or sew
that the man wore the railroad uni-
'form.. He also saw: t the man’s face
was drawn and deadly white, not pure
pled as'it should have heén. by his ev-
ident sustained exertion. -

At s n hour at night, with such

& visitor, uoh a state, a raliroad

man can think of but one thing, and

that a thing that no raliroad man
thinks of without an mmvoluntary sahud-
der shaking his frame.

’ The operator ng to the door and
opened it, ep back to his key and

| o that. runner staggerad in.

‘he caught . breath for the first
“the was already oalling
er of .the afvisfon. 3
a‘ﬁgsr, \oars-

-—%m e road.
{nvoluntarily wavered
toward the cohair drawn beside the
o&oﬂo . “Bad--both blocked.”
e despatcher was now on the wire
and w»ecetl the neww. ‘“Many—ki
led.” And, his duty done, thé man col-
iapsed into the ohair, his head sinking
gently in the ' operator's generous
slice of hpmemade ple,

No, it was not the exertion of running
tlis three miles that had caused the
man ‘o faint dead away. That was the
operator's first thought as he indig-
niantly beheld the complete ruih of his

fe. But 15 minutes later when the >wil:|

g8 doctor, who lived half A block
away from the statisn, had sppeared
in response to the operator's ot
ent halloos, the latter learhed t his
pis had been squashed all dver the
table becauss the still unconsctous man
in his office had run thres miles with

a broken arm. ‘Th ¢ villags

dootor's first work was over the plucky

tralnman. When he beén made
tairly comforéable, the or, in com-
rany with a helf dozen townsmen went
tearing like mad towards the scene of
the wreck. »

HOW THE RATLROAD FORCHS
WERE SUMMONBDD

In the meantt was the way
that the dupuxﬁr m=m<w-
Pomona immedigtely

quarters in ! W

in motion the machkinery
oon-

- to
can,

nailroad always
as far as humen
gequenced of a radlro

g o s P
ger. I o8t in omona,
the road's te_rmlnMy loaded. The
da teher turned to tie telephone at
nis olbow. This  thg method that is
emploved nowadays uwgépn the

, foroms that with "n-m' sinoce it

er than rdegraph.

And thet the proper pérsons may be

reached at once in em nofes, a rall-

road has telephones in in thelr
Lomes, and pays the bills. ;

The despatcher first ed-his
chief, 'the superintendent the divi-
plon. —-A few seconds later he waa or-
dering the boss of the wre orew
to turn out his men at once—ea divi-
sion wrecking boss is always in con-
stant touch with his men, who Nve
near by, .The roundhouse was noti-
fled to ‘petiout a locomotive for the
wrecking train. ling! went the
bell near the head of .that sleeping
logal doctor -who~ 18° the rdilroad sur-
geon for: Pomona. . As he started to
secramble into his clothes, the Pullman
people were told to rush blankets,
sheets and mattresses to the wreck-
ing train, all but ready to start; the
dining car department h begun pre-
paring gallons of stimulating hot cof-
fee, while the local hospital nearest

to the raliroad yasds ﬁh started a
supply of lint,
and medicines on its way,
ing train, i

rying to the station, th
raflroad surgeon wase .
her husband’s fellow

-proceed ot once to, the  depbt
SeRYing
Tl
;ed

men
despatcher, with a mental picture of

"buay issuing the necessary orders to
tle evp all trains at econvenient points
till  the tracks ocould be cleared, and
to assure a clear track for the wreck-
ing train all the way to the scene of
the wreck, forty-five miles away.

than the one that
during the. forty-two minutes that it
lasted, by the ‘wrecking crew, the su-
perintendent of the division, the rail-
road surgeon,
who brought the first lot of first-aids-
to-the-injured. a
cook, and a scle nurse, who had hailed
8 cruising ¢ab and peremptorily or-
%cnd the driver to turn stationward.

ut
oontinually tossed from side ¢ side?
Bivery sccond gained meant a life sav-
ed, -perhaps.
all was that of the superintendent’s:

to have been
wreck!”

tant from the nearest telegraph sta-
tion, one of the first things
superintendent did on assuming charge
was to see to it that telegraphic com-

opened by the side of the wreck. The
surviving trainmen, the uninjured pas-
sengers and the band of volunteers
from Herpsburg had already,
the direction of the badly bruised but
plucky conductor,. been doggedly car-
rying on the work of rescue, Indeed,
with wreckage piled all about them,
with groans and shrieks and pleas and
ourses issuing from eve
debris, with a fire to ¢

the dim light of lanterns to work with
after the blaze had been miraculously
got under control,

ghort distance from the wreck.
jone doctor from Harpsburg was treat-
ing a dozen badly injured victims who

prisons and placed on bedding'from
the one unharmed Pullman of
train,
that triokled at the foot of the steep
embankmient
getful of their scanty ooverinn, were
carrying water in hats—in anything
that would hold the precious llquid—
to the parched lps of the sufferers.

perintendent, who saw no reason for
summoning his immediate superior, the
work
pystematic,
resoue train arriv
dootors, nurses, medicines and dress-
Bte had e semoved
ed removed
wreckage, the%oom
lifted by the gigantic arane o
wrecking train off the crushed body
of the poor engineer, who had revers-
ed his lever In vain.
had been, opened.

in rows in baggage ocars;
were put in a separate car.
viving passengers were assisted into
coaches,
with stimulating food and coffee and
such garments as could ;be hurriédly
secured.
destroyed by the fire, which had start-
ed in the baggage car and heen con-
fined there, was also placed on the

FROM THE DAYS = /7~

o)
WHEN AUTOMATIC
: o QCK samu. SYSTEM
. \IWAS NOY. KNOWN B

®

bandageés, ' antiseptics
to the. wreck-

As the first of the rescuers were hur-
wife of the
sy -notifying
titloners to

after
up™ all the' avaiiable nurses.

~:rintendent’s wile was engag-
similar work. So were several
in the dospatcher’s office. The

is entire divislon before him, was

No wilder night ride was ever made
was experienced,

the. hospltal interne,

dining car service

what mattered it if they were

The frame of mind, of

“My God, I'd have given all I own
able to prevent the

AT THE WRECK. P
Since the wreck was three miles dis-

t the

cation with the despatcher. was

under

part of the]
t, ‘with only !

they had accom-
lished wonders. Ten bodies had been

aid in a row on the embankment a
- The

been released from their perilous

the
from the lttle stream

brave women, all for-

Under the skilled guidance of the su-

speedily became sclentifically
By the time the second
with sufficient

the dead and in-
from the
otive  havi been
the

One track also
The injured were laid on cotg, placed|
the dead
The sur-

where they were furnished

The bagga®e that was not

¢

i
-
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'reicue‘!mm. and as speedily as cir-
cumstances would] permit this train
was despatched Pomonaward.

PREPARATIONS FORTY-FIVE
_ MILES AWAY.

‘When '#t . reachied the terminal it took
‘no sharp eye to tell that some one had
been busily engaged {n preparing fo¥ its
arrival. That someone was the general
superintendent, who Had kept'in close
touch with the work at the wreck.|
Practically all the ambulances in town
met the train, and a strong squad of
police to keep back the crowds. A 'for.
midable corps of doctors and nurses
wag-on hand, and as fast as the injured
could removed from the train, and
placed fn the ambulances they were
speeded to the various hospitals. There
beds had been made ready fer their
reception and skilled surgeons  were
in readiness to pérform any opera-
tions that might prove to be immediate-
ly necessary .in order to save life.

Those unharmed survivors living in
Pomona made at ornce for their homes,
those survivors living beyond Pomona
who were fortunate enough to have
garments on their backs, were gent di-
rect to three hotels in the immediate
vicinity of the station,

The others were taken into the ter-
minal waiting rooms, where they were
supplied with clothing recefved from
two 'or three of the town’s big stores.
Then they, too, were gent to the hotels.
A physician went to each hotel to look
after the hysterical ones, or to be close
at hand should nerves give way-—nerves
of men as well as 6f women.

“To. save the feelings of the relatives
of the dead as much as possible, the
bodies were taken, not to the Morgue,
but to reputable undertaking establish-
ments, They had been identified by
survivors and rallroad claim  agents,
who had gone to the wreck on the
second train, that an accurate of the
passengers, dead, injured and lving
might be secured. A number of the
dead had lived in Pomona. It was H
comparatively easy task to notify the
relatives. As for the rest, telegrams
were sent to the addresses found in let-
ters, or identification cards, etc., on
the bodies, and@ to the police of the
varjous cities from which the dead had
hailed. Nothing more In ‘this direction
could be done until word was received
concerning the disposition to mads of
the bodles.

HOW. THE DISPATCHER HANDLED
TRAFFIC.

Just about the time that the last of
the injured were being received in the
hosepitals, the wrecking orew succeeded
in clearing the second track, In a
short while the damage done to the
road bed was repaired suffiolently to
permit of the safe passing of trains.
That part of the wrecked train which
was still on wheels was hitched to the
wrecking train. for hauling away to
Pomona. The debris, having been rol-
led down the side of the embankment,
was @et fire to, and the wrecking
crew's ANork was over. '

the wrecking train reached
Harpsburg on the way back to Pomona,
it went on to the turnout there, as per

orders sent to the Harpsburg operator, |

by the dispsatcher. A few nginutes
later the' first train to use the east
track since the wreck  ooccurred went
past Harpeburg, gnd' thenceforth traf-
fic went on uninterruptedly on both
tracks.

But while the west track ,only was
clear, the dispatcher, with that sharp
mental picture of his division In his
mind, shuttled his trains back and forth
around the wreck, on the one clear
track. This he was able to do by is-
suing the necessary orders to this or
that or the other train to cross over
from the east track above the wreck

(T R -

at a designated cross-over; and to !
cross back at a designated cross-over
below the wreck. And while such a
train was on the clear track all the
trains properly belonging to that track
were held on side tracks and turn-outs

2,
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at points outside the &istance between
the two designated éross-overs until
the train from the east frack had cros-
sed over to it {track.

The dispatcher ‘wascable to do this
because in. a dispatchér’s hands lies
the power over:all trims. A dispatcher

‘Is the .czar of rallroad operation.. By
means of his train..sheets he knows

where every train i8 every minute that
it is on his division.: And so, this par.
ticular dispatcher, in order to move his
various traing with as little delay as
possible on decount of the wreck, be-
gan running his trains on “orders” as
goon as he received word that the west
track had been cleared.

‘With the skill of a great . general
consummately . m g -his men into
battle, he sent orders to the operator at
Merian to hold on the side track there
the fast freight then approaching the
station on the west track until No. 7,
the eastbound “limited,” had gone by.
The operator at Hemstead station hung
out his order board for the “limited,”
and when' it slowed down, handed the
engineer a duplicate arder for himself
and his conductor to cross over at
Harpsburg to the west track and to
crosa to the east track at Merian. Pas-
sengers were given the right of way,
and before the east track had been
cleared, four had been sent by the
wreck, their occupants all uncem-
sclious of the tragedy that had so lately
geen enacted right beyond their win.

OWS. "

WHERE THE CLAIM DEPART-
MENT CAME IN.

It was earlysmorning when traffic
was running smoothly  again. With
their’ nerves steadied by the advent of
full daylight, not a few of the survivors
after sending messages that they were
safe, began making preparations to
continue their respective journeys, or
to turn back home, There was a gen-
eral inquiry for baggage. Naturally,
some baggage checks had been lost, as
well as baggage and garments which
had been doffed by occupants of sleep-
ers less than twelve hours before. -

The claim department now came
prominently to the fore. That pas-
sener who could satisfactorily prove
that such and such a trunk was his,
got it, after releasing the railroad from
further responsibility in the matter—
provided, of course, that the pass-
enger was satisfied that his possessions
had come through the wreck unharm-
ed. In other cases claims for dam-
ages were filed, and in still others sur~
vivors were started on their way who
did not so much as breathe the word
‘‘baggage’” or ‘“claim” until dayg after.
Their frame of mind was, evidently,
what 1s a matter of a little thing like
lost baggage 0 long as we and ours
have escaped with our Hves?

The claim department, did not hear
the last of the wreck for months. A
majority of the claims, however, were
settled without recourse to law, sim-

‘ply by conferences between the rajl-

road’s lawyers and those representing
the families of the dead and injured.
All told, eight cases dragged their sinu-
ous way through, the courts. In six
of them the railroad had verdicts pro-
nounced against it for larger amounts
than it considered just, and all were
sustained on appeal. The remaining
cases turned out victoriolis® for the
railroad. Both complainants had de-
clared themselves to be permanently
disabled and incapagitated for work,
hence they wanted enourmous dam-
ages. The railroad felt at two sly
attempts were being made to victimize
it. Detectives were put on the trail
of the men, who were shadowed for
months, and the evidence that the
sleuths gave at the trials led to the
conviction later of the complainants on
indictments, presented against them
for perjury.

It is the fraudulent attempts to bleed
a railroad, declareg the average rail-
road official, that cause a self-respect-
ing railroad to fight any claim that
does not seem straight or just, or ap-

&mu

pears to have a flaw in it somewhere.
Hence runs the argument there ig fre-
quently a resultant feeling on the part
of the fubllo that when a wreck occurs
the railroad experiencing it seeks ‘to
avold the consequences of the wreck.

It is safe to say that the cases which
mRppear in oourt growing out of a
wreck are relatively small, as a gen-
eral rule, compared with the number
gettled out of court. ' Indeed, the big
majority are settled “outside’” ag soon
88 possible, releases being taken by the
railroad

As a ususl thing it is not difficult
for the injured and the railroad to
reach a working basis, “While they
are In the hospitals the Injured receiv-
ed the best of care, the railroad paying
all bills. Nothing is left undone that
may contribute to their comfort. This
golicitude serves to lead the injured
to the belief that the railroad desires
to do the square thing by them, and
when the ‘clalm ageént comes around
he finds his path to have been smooth-
ed- in advance,

THE OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION

‘But the clajm department is not the
only branch of the service that is.busy
with affairs connected with the wreck
for a considerable time affer it has oc-
curred. . The .operating . depaftment
starts a rigid investigation into the
cause of the wreck synchroneusly with

‘the arrival of the superintendent at the

wreck and it is followed until the cause
is decided beyond a doubt. Then, if
any employ has been to blame, there
swiftly comes the railroad’'s punish--
megt—instant dismissal, Then also
pr cally every big -body connected
‘with the safe movement of trains tries
to puzzle some way to prevent a
similar wreck from occurring again.

Such a scheme is well-nigh impos-
sible to think out in these days of sci-
entific railroad, when the chi.. end of
railroading may be said to be. the gafe-
guarding of passengers, that a rail-
road’s business may prosper, to say
nothing of the humane reasons actuat-
Ing the operating department to empl
all the safeguards that human ina'en‘zgE
ity invents. . g

MODERN SAFREGUARDS AGAINST
WRHECKS.

There is the automatic electric block
signal system, which mteqts a train
from the one immediately ‘following.
Even ghould the current that controls
the system be interrupted, the sema-

hore is so set that the force of grav-
ty will threw it up to danger.

Another great safeguard i{s the high
speed power brake, glving the engineer
full and instant control .over the en-
tire train. All he has to do is to re-
lease—“cut his air'—in the train line,
and the outside atmospheric pressure
of fifteen pounds to the square inch
seis the brakes—the emergency brakes,
so-called.

There: is the train crew, a plcked
body .ef ‘men from conductor down,
drilled by years of experience in minor
positions and ‘selected for passenger
funs only after severe physical and
mental tests, not the least of the tests
being that of colors. ;

‘Whenever a  passenger train makes
a stop not scheduled, it is nét enough
that ‘the automatic block signal sys-

-tem is protecting it in the rear. Back

goes the flagman: the preseribed dis-
tance, with his flag by day, or light by
night, as the case may be. There he
remains to flag any approaching train
till he is called in by.the locomotive
whistle signal. . Then, before he re-
turns, swinging flag or lantern, by day
he places a torpedo on the track, and
by night a slow-burning coler fuse.
These ﬁmctuﬂons survive from the
days when the automatic block signal
was not known. Every railroad
ecﬂuip‘pod with the block signal system
still employs these men “to make
assurance doubly syre.” '

Again, there {is e despatcher, as
expert & man in the safe movement
of trains 'as can be hoped for while
human nature is such as it is at pre-
sent. Every minute he is on duty he
knows where every train on his divi-
slon {s. He knows every side track
switch, cross-over, turn-out. The
whole division is ever before him as
he site at his key; his one aim and

purpose is to run all these trains so!

that all will reach their respective
destinations in safety.

at stations along the division.
them he issues orders on the minute,
knowing that they will be executed as
speedily.

THE ONE GREAT CAUSE OF

WRECKS. !

|
All these men are carefully picked. |

80, also, are the men in the mainten-
ance of way department, whose duty
is to see that the track is jm perfect
condition, to the slightest detall. The,
maintenance of way men work at the
track all day long, particular portions
are patrolled ‘day and night by track
walkers, bridges are sedulously inspect-
ed and guarded. Yet half an hour

after a section gang has been work-'gsealskins, but had to be replaced by ,man. Isn't that resson enough?

1ple of hours,

That he may!
do this, he is in constant touch with|
-all the rallroad’s telegraphers placed
To:!
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ing at some spot in its section, to make
it perfect, a train may be wrecked
right there by a broken rail.

The simple truth of the matter s
that by far the dig majority of the
wrecks oocurring on railroads are due,
not to the negligence ef the respon-
sible officials to throw all the safe-
guards possible around. the travelling
public, but to the breakdown, often
unatcountable. of one or more of the
Human cogs in the intricate system
maintained to safeguard the public.
An engineer with a clean record reach-

signal set dead against him. A splen-
dld telegrdpher translates an order
wrong, or trusts its delivery to a sta-
tion louhger. A switch is set wrong
by an old hand. ~ A mistake i{s made
by some one, it is not caught in time,
and the result js—a wreck.

This, in spite of scrupulous selection
of men all along the e. The rail-
roads have mnot yet hit on a plan of
making all thelr men, or even one of
ithem, infallible. If any one has such
e scheme and desires a large fortune,
let him hie himself to the nearest gen-
eral offices of a big railroad. For the
rallroad officlal hates a wreck. above
everything else, He would make
great sacrifices to prevent one on his
line. !

ing back a score of years, runs by a|

WRECK.

“Putting aside our natural horrop}
over ‘such a catastrophe,” said a wellef -
knéwn official recently, *we also loathef. .
a wreck for a purely selfish r
The last wreck we had cost us a It
over: two hundred and {ifty thousan
dollars in rolling stock repairs,
damsage settlements. To have %
vénted that wreck we would have beert} -
willing to spend several times thatf
sum of money, in order to keep un-f -
shaken the travelling pubifo’s
dence in-us. It is the blic’s con
dence in a railroad’s lity to
it and its freight about safely that
a rafiroad’s best asset. Let that con:
fidence be ghaken by a wreck—o:
wreck will often do it—and the
stands to lose many, many move tho!
sands of dollare than by the
itself.

“A thorough understanding on
head should dispel the notion  ent:
tained by many that even raflro |
with rather strohg monetary resouroces
are reluctant to safeguard their
until driven to it by pubilc
arouse by a series of bad

i(Copyright, 1906, by McClure: Philll]
& g

What sort of a world would it be
if we all left off makebelieve—the par-
donable little glossing over of unpalat~
able truth?

A German daring to question that
commodity called Ameérican Humor,
was regaled by a Yankee friend with
choicest examples, rehearsed in his
nation’s deferice. When he had finish-
ed the Teuton was grave still, ‘“You
calf that wit,” he said; “we should call
it tam lies.”

In make-belfeve also there is the
point of view, :

For poetical justice of the biter-bit
variety, retaliatory take-in is unsur-
passable. A French nouveau-riche—a
manufacturer—related, with gusto, at
a luncheon party how last New Year
he had deceived his foreman by giv-
Ing him a present of cheap cigars, upon
which' he had put the bands taken
from the expensive brand he smoked
himself.

“What do you think of that wine?”
said his host, pushing towards him a
claret jug—*‘rather curious, eh?”

Monsieur, the manufacturer, whiffed,
sipped, - eyed, and declared himself
enamoured of its fire, it rare bougquet;
then hazarded a date.

“Ah,"” said his host quietly, "I wanted
an unbiassed opinion of it, as compar
ed to your vin ordinaire. Thdt's Aus-
tralian at one-and-twepence a bottle,
I'm glad that you like it so well.”

BExquisitely provecative of the pri-
vate chuckle are some of the little er-
rors folly makes, which it would be as
much folly to correct.

“You have poetry in you,” urged the
sentimentl aunt to the unsentimental
nephew, who was acquiring the Ger-
man language in the Black Forest;
*“the beautiful scenery around = you
should be an inspiration. Send me
some verses when you write again.”

'T‘l;e Practice of Make-Believe
Not Always Unpardonable!

ol

The unsentimental youth-had an
mirdtion for Byron, So he copied ou
g fine stanza from ‘‘Childe Harold” an
gent fit. : .

“Excellent for a beginner,” was th
delighted criticism; and when, later on,
he put together some halting lines o
his own, she declared them “a gr
Improvement!” i

The latest development of minor
hypecrisy .is the preponderance of
motor-clad over motor-borne. No one.
who visited a watering-place las
“August could fail to remark that if a
census of the obvious by “motoring”
were taken, what a lot of cars woul
be required. But perhaps the purchase
of those coats and vells was dictated
by something of the sentiment that
bids childhood covet caps labelledy
“Fury,” “Defiance,” and ‘‘Terrible”—
shocking . libels on cherubic owners—
and ’tis but a relic of the Golden Age.

“Please, mistress says, will you leave
some for the next visitor?”’ was tho.l
candid message, plainly delivered, that
disturbed a guest in the pleasant de-
votion to the raspberry canes she
foundmitigated the dullness of a coun-
try rectory visit, She had been invited |’
to partake freely, but here was the |:
limit. What could be wished more in
a Palace of Truth? | o

“Painless extractions, from a shilling |
upwards,” is the cheap dentist’s cheer-
ful, announcement. What would be
gained if they said “painful? It en-|’
lightens nohody to tell what every- |
bedy may guess. H

Remarked a once-noted beauty, who!
did not take kindly to time’s inevitabla|
consequence—"I'm tired of hearing peo-;
ple say, ‘You don't look very well,’|
when they mean ‘old and ugly.’ If}
they’d say ‘How old and ugly you look,*|- -
there would be some sense in it.” V

Perhaps; but who would like 10 be=
gin? i

‘Thirty Years’ Work Among Eskimos.

The Rev. E. J. Peck, who has re-
turned. to: England after conducting
missionary work in the Arctic regions
for thirty years has given a vivid ac-
count of life among the Eskimos.

His mission station is one of the
mest lonely and inaccessible in the
world. The headquarters are on the
lsouth shore. of Cumberland Sound, at
Blacklead Island, a little spot two
Imues long and 700 yards broad, round
which it is possible to wlak in a cou-

‘““There are no trees d - wegetation,
| except moss and very light grass, and
Ino fuel,” Mr. Peck informed Reuter’s
representative. “It seems . like the
last place on earth.

“There is no food in tje country ex-
| cept seal, and for all our stores we
have to be dependent upon what we
; take out from England. Our only com-
municatieon with the outside world is
by means of a trading ship, which,
| specially chartered, visits us once a
year,

“Our) little. settlement consists of a
church, a hospital and two dwelling-
houses—one for the two traders and
one for my colleague and myself. There
are, of course, all of 'the rudest de-
seription, being fashioned out of ma-
terials' shipped from homae.

A CHURCH OF SEALSKINS,

“Our earliest church was made of

a wooden structure, as it was destroy¥
ed by the dogs. The scene from
Blacklead is the most desolate one im=
aginable, nothing but snow -and ice
being visible in any direction. h

“The most trying time we have know
was last winter, when the usual relief
ship fafled to reach us. It came to
within fifteen miles of our station and;
was within range of our glasses, and
yet it was not until ten months aftere|
wards that she recahed Blacklead. "

“For fourteen days we watched her|
struggle amid the ice-barriers, u.nd‘
despite the most gallant attempts to1
afford us the needed relief, she waa'
eventually driven back, N

“We suffered considerably from ool
as our new supply of coal was on boar:
the missing vessel. and we had to bury
oulrl houses in snow to keep out tha
cold.

“The Eskimos were not the only sufs,
ferers from want or food, for one night
in January, 1905, a pack of hungrwn
wolves surrounded our house and at-,
tacked the dogs, eventually eacanlng,
into the darkness, Afterwards they
degvoured one another.” '

Early i July the long expected relief
ship arrived ten months over her time,
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Lawyer—You want a divorce, do you? For
what reason may I ask? It will have to
be stated ic the spplication. Charming Sou-
brette—I tind I have married the wrong




