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Selected Reading for Sunday’s Quiet Hours jz?

WANTED—-A HYMN BOOKCHANGING IDEAS OP FUTURE LIFE■
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIPK

" One That Shall Gather Up the Best of the Passion of Worship 
—Faults of the Hymnals Extant

ft Might Save the Country-Prodigious Power Thrown Away 
—Skin-deep Christianity and Its Failures.

Every Age Will Embody Its Hopes in a New Description of Heaven—Would 

Absolute Knowledge Mean the Death of Religion ?—Interesting Dis
cussion of a Subject That Has Stirred the Heart of Humanity in all Ages*

:
(New York Evening Poet.) of hymne on the gc&le of Pal grave’s "Gol-

•btc'bKüTcï&ri t•rPsoon find its way into ail Methodist selections would probably r»nge_bet- 
churches, north and south. A volume we*™ two and three hundred No denom, 
which reaches eo many people-^ver four *1 hymnal can supply the want,
million member», with an equal number That work is compiled with an eye to the 
of adherents—is an educational force to traditions and temperament of a sect. The 
be reckoned With; to hundreds of thou- keen theologians who pass upon the work 
sands it will be a handbook of poetry, mu- «eat Armuuanism, 6o<anianism, or other 
sic and religion. In Methodist - as in ™« heresies m the most innocent and 
other non-liturgical—churches the Bible *yM>las As a critic of this
lessons and the hymns are the most Methodist Hymnal note», "Hymn», flaw- 
elevating part of the service. Neither rf ln themselves and eminently congen- 
in prayer nor sermon can any preacher of Treebyterian or Congregational
the denomination hope to offer such a sti- I” “‘ meet the demands of
mulus to mind and soul. Nor can the Methodist spirit of worship." The 
minister take offence when members of P1®11 who undertake a email anthology of 
his congregation flee from the common- "7™”®' t°en, must be blessed with 
place inco sequence of hie doe course and unprejudiced taste,
take refuge in the pages of the hymnal. h7nm8 are rehgions verse, but all
Host» of sincere worshippers find church verses are not hymns. A metri-
tolerable became they can close their ears ?" statement of the doctrine of the Trin- 
to the droning exhortation, and commit W or the theory of atonement may be as 
to memory a hymn or two. A man valueless for purposes of worship 
who has made his own the stanzas be- metrical statement of the proposition that 
oinmimr the square described in the hypothenuee
6™mng’ of a right-angle triangle is equal to

sum of the squares on the other two eidôEW 
Indeed, too many of the hymns written 
in periods of religious controversy have 
been weighted down with doctrinal theory, 

more. , ^ . ,, . John Wesley himself, in the preface of
This we say, in spite of the fact that y» collection of hymns, dated 1779, boasts 

so much religious poetry is neither re- that these hymns "contain all the 
ligious nor poetic. Hymn-books are important truths of our most holy reli- 
over-loaded with stuff which has nothing gmn, whether speculative or practical," 
to recommend it but doctrinal soundnees. "iUuetnte them all," and ‘“prove them 
Fervor of emotion and beauty of diction both by Scripture and reason; and this 
are absolutely wanting. In this matter, <j(me jn a regular order.” That, indeed, 
however, there has in receut years ^ the defect of the book; it contains too 
been considerable improvement. The late mucj, that is merely expository, argumen- 
Rev. Charles S. Robinson, for example, tative, or haratory. Take, for example, 
compiled a hymnal which, was a decided two stanzas: 
advance on those in general nee. The
Episcopal Hymnal, published about ten "Lovers of pleasure more than God, 
years ago, marked another step forward; For yon He suffer’d pain; 
but it contains too much—679 hymns. The Swearers, for you He spilt Hie blood;
new Methodist Hymnal has 717; but it And shall He bleed in vain?
supplants a collection containing 1,117
an appalling mass of mediocre verse. The "Misers for yon His Me He paid;
difficulties of discarding any hymn, once W baseet crime He bore;
admitted are apparent.. However banal Druhkards, your sms were on Hun laid 
the words or flat the jingle, they have That yon might era no more."
pleased some P®"1*!®’k*"®These lines might easily be matched in, * 
od by searching of y^ki^a^tion, ^ ^ o]der denominational hymnals

i^ring hymns were
ii Jiî TJ La 340 new 0,6 product of the early ages of faith.
f7 014 wT Nothing of the sophisticated Victoria era
has therefore shown unconunonfimmn^s. ^ touched aeir aimplicity and ^

Ctf course, not aB of „ When hell was a pit of physical torment
centiy written; theyare — 11 and heaven a city of pearly gates, the
sources ancient and “edern- The whole feare and hopea were absolute,
of the last centra^, witt HehCT, KeMe ^ For Bemari of Qiray there
Newman, Bona-r was in all reality a "Jerusalem, the
Neale, hasproduoed hardly ^*tty goide^ «a, ^ ^ honey blest," a

T^y o£ *® 5®J, ^ "eweet and hlaeed country, the home of
«Sr.**,-...„ to. u.

Both are solemn and
“For thee, O dear, dear country,

Mine eyes their vigils keep 
For very love beholding 
Thy holy name, they weep."

No vague remarks on ethics in this—no 
thin generalizations about the pleasure 
and satisfaction of doing good. Thq 
hymn book that shall gather up the been 
of this passion of worship is yet to be

could he persuaded to vote God and a 
clean ticket, it would bring about a short 
revolution that would be incalculably 
beneficent. It would save the country— 
a country whose Christians have betray- (Literary Digest.)
ed it and are destroying it. Even those who accept the Christian

The Christiana of Connecticut sent revelation mogt heartil Md completely, 
Bulkeley to the Senate. They sent, to . ■ „ f
the Legislature the men who elected 38 a wrlt®r ln P? Spectator points out 
him. These two crimes they could have muat a<lm,t T,th St. John that it doth 
prevented; they did not do it, and upon . ?et ®PP«r what we 
them rest the shame and the responsi- Christ taught that the soul of man is 
bility. Only one clergyman, remembered eterMl- St- Paul, says the writer quot- 
bis Christian morals apd his duty to God, ed, summed up Christ’s teaching on the 
and stood bravely by both. Mr. Smythe ofimmortality when he said that
is probably an outcast now, but such he had 'aoolished death. The exact 
a man as that can endure ostracism; and nature o{ the f”t>ire J,f? Promised us re- 
such a man as that is likely to possess m*1Tls a matt€,r , surmise, 
the treasure of a family that can endure Upon the dark background of the fu
it with him, and be proud to do it. Oh, ‘»re,_ thls ™ter contipues, the religi- 
kise the h-m .-f he gmnent! ou* imagination . . . throws beautiful

Four years . Greater New York had an<i terrible pictures; but With each suc- 
two tickets i.i .lie field; one clean, the ceedmg age the pictures dissolve and 
other dirty, with a s -n’o exception; an chanP‘- Thus all popular ideas of heav- 
nnapeakable ticket with that lonely ex- en and hel1. he states> are just now fad- 
ception. One half of the Christiana voted lnS away. “The conventional heavens 
for that foul ticket and agiirW God and fal1 to “t,sfy the aspirations of man, and

all conceptions of the everlasting tortures 
of the damned fade before a new con
sistency of thought which can not recon
cile eternal punishment with ‘the knowl
edge and love of God-’ ” 
changes that have come over our \ ideas 
of a future life, he writes further:— 

“Our forefathers looked forward in 
some moods to everlasting rest and never- 
ending worship, in others to a happy and 
prosperous ' life in a perfectly governed 
and perfectly healthy city. At times, in

i' (Collier’s Weekly.)
Chistian ci tils there such a thing as 

cénship? No, but it could be created.
If Christians should vote tbe-r duty to 

God at the polls, they would carry every 
election, and do it with ease. They 
would elect every clean candidate in the 
United States, and defeat every soiled 
one. Their prodigious power would be 
quickly realized and recognized, and 
afterwards there would be no unclean 
candidates upon any ticket, and graft 
would cease.

be found in the country that would 
elect men of foal character to be its 
shepherd, its treasurer, and superinten
dent of its Sunday school. It would be 
revolted at tie idea; it would consider 
such an electioù an insult to God. Yet 
every Christian congregation in the coun
try elects foul men to public office, while 
quite aware that this also is en open and 
deliberate insult to God, who cannot ap
prove and does not approve the placing 
of the libertines and the well-being of 
his children in the hands of infamous 
men. It » the Christian congregation» 
that are responsible for the filling of our 
pdUie offices with criminals, for the 
son that they could prevent it if they 
chose to do it. They could prevent it 
without organizing a league, witlaait 
framing a platform, without making spy 
speeches or passing any resolution»—an 
a word, without concert of any kisd. 
They could accomplish it by each indi
vidual resolving to vote for God at the 
pol>—that is to say, vote for the candi
date whom God would approve, dan a 
■win imagine such a thing aa 'God being 
a 'Republican a Democrat, and voting 
for a criminal or a blackguard merely 
because their party loyalty required it? 
Then can we imagine that a man can 
improve upon God’s attitude in this mat
ter, and by help of professional politi
cians invent a better policy- Gtod bas 
no politics but cleanliness and honesty, 
-~i it is good enough for men- 

Â man’s second duty - is -to his family. 
There was a time when a clergyman’s 
duto to his family required him to he hid 
congregation’s political slave, and vote 
his congregation’s ticket in order to safe
guard the food and shelter ! of his wife 
and children. But that time has gone 
by. We havb the secret ballot now, and 

vote for God. He can,

stinetively look for consolation and ex
planation, reward and retribution, change 
also. Nevertheless, these pious opinions 
of the past, the outcome as they are of a 
spiritual preoccupation more concentrated 
than anything of which the present age 
is capable, are not without their value. 
Imaginary they may have been, but—
God is also ln sleep, and dreams advise, 
Which He hath sent propitious, some great 

good presaging.
We smile reverently as we look back. 
Crowns and cities, feasts and sweet fields, 
all melt away together. Still the words 
of Christ, which cannot pass away while 
human nature remains, so find in our 
hearts. ‘It is the spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing.

As we face the baffling realization of 
our ignorance, he further remarks that 
it is interesting to consider what the re
sult would be if the exact nature of the 
eternal life of the spirit were revealed 
to us, “so that we could believe in it ex
actly as we believe in this present world.” 
He reaches tbe startling conclusion that 
such knowledge" would mean the death 
of religion,” and then adds:—

“Aspiration hemmed in by certainty 
would lose all power to soar. Men would 
no longer try to purify their hearts that 
they might recognize the presence of God 
everywhere. Such certainty aa we are 
supposing would be a prelude to the 
descent of man. Hitherto hie road has 
always led upward. As we look back we 
can trace it by the light of learning, 
more or less clearly, right down into an 
abyss. In front we can see nothing 
tangible, nothing but those ideals which 
belong to a kingdom ‘not from hence.’ 
Forward, upward, we can only move by 
faith. If the knowledge we crave were 
granted, men would surely become more 
material, more earthy, more secular. We 
should indeed be ‘drowned in security.’ 
There is a terrible verse in the Psalms 
which would, we believe, soon describe 

condition; ‘And he gave them their 
desire: and sent leanness withal into 
their soul.

That men will cease to dream of what 
they cannot know, he concludes, we do 
not for a moment suppose. "Every age 
will embody its hopes in a new descrip
tion of heaven-"

spired by the love of nature, they Chris
tianized the classic pictures of Elysian 
Fields. Today the normal man does not 
desire rest when he aeks himself what 
life he wquld choose. Rest suggests 
death, and we desire more abundant life. 
To most healthy bodies and healthy 
minds effort is in itself delightful. 'If 

do not need to make an: effort for 
their living, they will do it for their 
pleasure. Successful effort brings more 
pleasure than anything. else, -taking life 
as a whole. The thought of everlasting 
worship satisfies fewer and fewer people 
today. It belongs to an age when men 
■thought of God as a kind of King who 
took perpetual pleasure in homage. We 
still -sing of ‘sweet fields beyond the 
swelling flood,’ and find refreshment in 
the thought ; but no one desires to live 
forever wandering amid the beauties of 

'nature. The thought of an, ideal civic 
life is still attractive; but the heavenly 
Jerusalem brings thoughts of Utopia 
rather than of the life everlasting. We 
still pray against ‘everlasting damnation, 
and desire to get rid,of the worm of re
morse that dieth not; but our prayers, 
however earnest, no longer bring visions 
of the burning pit. . . Other hopes 
clyirm us today, and other fears restrain. 
These, again, will change their form in 
the next generation- The conditions of 
this life alter, and consequently the con- 

which we in-

*shall be.”

r- men

No church organization
can

a ca-

as a

N “Saviour, when in duet to Thee 
Low we bend the adoring knee”— 

that man carried away from the rervice 
than he can get from a score of eer-

now
the Christian code of m ir- s, putting 
loyalty to party above loyalty to God 
and honorable citizenship, and they came 
within a fraction of electing it; whereas 
if they had stood by their professed 
morals they would have buried it out of 
sight- Christianity was on trial then, it 
is on trial now. And nothing important 
is on trial except Christianity.

It was on trial in Philadelphia, and 
failed; in Pennsylvania, and failed; in 
Rhode Island, and failed; in Connecti
cut, and failed; in New York, and failed; 
in Delaware, and failed; in every town 
and country and State, and was recreant 
to its trust ; it has effusively busied it
self with the small matters of charity 
and benevolence, and has looked on in
differently while its country was sinking 
lower and lower in repute and drifting 
farther and farther toward moral destruc
tion. It is the one force that can save, 
and it aits with folded hands. In Great
er New York it will presently have an 
opportunity to elect or defeat some 
straight, clean, honest men of the ster
ling Jerome stamp, and some of the Tam
many kind. The Christian vote—and the 
Christian vote alone—will decide the con
test. It, and it alone, is master of the 
situation, and lord of the result.

more
rea- Of other

more-*

V
ceptione of that life to

u

our

It is a good and safe rule to sojourn in 
every ptooe aa if you meant to spend 
your life*there, never omitting an oppor
tunity ef doing a kindness or speaking a 
true ward or making a friend.—ÏRuskin.1

a clergyman can 
also plead with hi» congregation to do 

like.
«-Perhaps. We cannot be sure. The 

congregation would probably inquire 
whom be wae going to vote for; and if 
he stood upon his manhood and answered 
that they had no Christian right (which 
is tbe same as saying no moral right, 
end, of course, no legal right) to ask the 
question, it is conceivable—not to say 
certain—that they would dismiss him, 
5pd be much offended at his proposing 
to be a man as well as a clergyman.

.Still, there are clergymen who are so 
(Situated as to be able to make the ex
periment. It would be worth while to 
try it. K the Christiana of America

(Make friends with your trials, as thoutfi 
you were always to live together, and you 
■wül find that when you cease to take 
thought for your own deliverance, God 
iwSl take thought for you.—Francis de 
Sales.

TTaAf flie iwoifld is on the wrong scant in 
the pursuit of happiness. They think it 
consists in having and getting and in be
ing served by others, lit oonsiste in giv
ing and serving others.—Henry Drum
mond. /

This oonciee truth was onoe tittered by 
Joseph Cook; "There is a best way to live 
and it is beet to Eve in tbe best way.”

&
verse comment, 
in a way devotional; but ‘‘Crossing the 
Bar" seems almost too elaborately meta
phorical, too artificial, to make a direct 
and telling appeal; while the "Recession
al" owes something of its vogue to the 
faefi that it isn’t a Barrack Room Ballad. 
Earnest souls have accepted it as proof 
that the profane Kipling of “Fuzzy Wuz- 
zy” has reformed, and is bringing forth 
fruits meet for repentance.

The world is yet willing for a volume

m
■Mi

The best help is not to bear tihe troubles 
of others for them, but to inspire them 
with courage and energy to bear their 
burdens for themselves and meet the dif
ficulties of life bravely.—Lubbock. .

Is thy friend angry with thee? Then 
provide him an opportunity of showing 
thee a great favor. Over that hie heart 
must needs melt; and he will love thee 
again.—'Richter.

ON APPLICATION TO
E. A. SMITH. - - IO Water Street. St John
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certify toUsed by the masses, who, unsolicited, 
its worth

Tones the Stomach and Stirs the 
Healthy Action
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Is Nature s Remedy for Tired, Fag-ged-out and 
Run-down Men or Women 

If taken regularly contributes to Perfect Health, 
Makes Life Worth Living
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Summer Girls -
know Column's Starch. They — 
rely on it to make Shirt v*“ 
Waists, Gowns and Lingerie 
look their daintiest

I

COLMAN’S
STARCH

wE»\S
m $

gives a snowy whiteness—a satiny 
finish—with just the right stiffness 
to make everything as fresh as 
new.

Sample Free
y

Try “Colman’s Starch” at our expense. A1 
Write us. and we will send a PRBB S' 
sample box, containing enough to starch 
an ordinary wash. You can see for your
self what perfect starch Colman’s is, 
without any cost to you.
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