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Kent County, at Boctouche, Mr.
[‘Nairn is building a bark of 700 

tons for George M‘Leod, M. P. At 
the same place, A. Gironard is build
ing a 200 ton vessel for Prince 
Edward Island parties. At Weld- 
ford, a vessel of 900 tons is being 
built by Robert Brown for a Glasgow 
boose. Jardine Brothers, Richi- 
bucto, are at work on a 900 ton 
vessel at Riohibucto. In 1865 there 
were owned at the Port of St. John, 
566 vessels, of 110,451 tons ; in 1865, 
628 vessels, of 203,788 tone. Dur
ing the year, after deducting 57 
vessels of 18,187 tons removed from 
the registry, being lost, sold to 
foreigners, Ac., there still remain on 
the books as representing the ship
ping of the port 804 vessels of 272,- 
054 tons, showing an increase as 
compared with 1855 of 238 vessels 
and 16^,603 tons.

It is not pnany years since that the 
shipyards on the Miramiclii were con
stantly the scene of activity, but 
now, owing to causes which are too 
wqjl known, a general stagnation 
prevails. It does seem passing 
strange, however, that with all the 
natural facilities at the disposal of 
our capitalists, that shipbuilding in 
the North has been allowed to die 
ont so completely. What better 
time could there have been selected j 
than the present for constructing a 
few vessels either for the market, or 
to be owned and sailed by companies 
or individuals, when hundreds of 
men are seeking in vain for employ
ment, willing to work at low wages, 
In order to keep “ the wolf from the 
door,” and when the principal ma
terials used in shipbuilding can be 
procured at lower rates than have 
obtained for years past.

Our port has earned an excellent 
reputation for turning out substantial 
and fast sailing vessels, and it is 
greatly to be regretted that with 
skilled workmen in our midst, and 
the wood for shipbuilding growing in 
abundance in our forest, that in these 
dull times some' effort is not being
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under the excellent manage- 
of Mr. Duncan M'Dpnald, a nephew 
of the contractor. Mr. C. also had 
charge of the track laying and ballast
ing from the Miramichi to the Nepisi- 
guit, which was completed in Novem
ber last. To this gentleman the pub
lic owe a debt of gratitude for the 
unwavering kindness and courtesy 
displayed by him on all occasions, par- 

j ticularly daring the time when the 
^ballasting was going on. The running 
of trains was a matter of considerable 
curiosity to the people generally, and 
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ve been the recipients, and also to 
bear teffihnony to the gentlemanly 
courtesy extended to the people of this 
section during Mr. Chisholm’s resi
dence amongst ns. The warm friend
ship entertained for him extends thro 
all the Northern Counties, and in 
whatsoever sphere his future days may 
be cast, we leel assured that he will 
always carry about with him pleasant 
reminiscences ot Miramichi and its

A Just Verdict.—In an exchange 
we find the following, which we hope 
will be a warning to all liquor dealers 
who disregard the law relating to the 
sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians.

“ David Sutherland has been con
victed at New Glasgow, before Jus
tices Marshall and McCurdy, of sell
ing liquor to Indians. The case was 
clearly proved, and the magistrates 
imposed a fine of $400 or 18 months’ 
imprisonment. Butberlaud appealed, 
.bnt was unable to find security for 
his appearance. He is able to pa 
the flne bot refuses to do so, and 
consequently, Is confined in the New 
Glasgow jail. This is the first con
viction in Nova Scotia under the Do
minion Act for the prevention of the 
sale of liquor to Indians. The law 
allows a fine of $500.”

The “Queen‘of Hearts.”—On 
Wednesday last, some hours after the 
Advocate was printed, we received 
the following despatch:—

“The barque Queen of Hearts, 
Capt Brennan, from Liverpool for 
Miramichi, was towed into Bermuda 
on the 18th December by the Gov
ernment steamer Spitfire. A survey 
wa.yiield, when it was found that the 
mpfntopmast head and main yard 
Were broken. A portion of the sails 
were also lost. Hull tight. Vessel and 
cargo will proceed to St. John after 
the necessary repairs are made in 
Bermuda, final repairs to be com
pleted in St. John.”

Temperance.—The following are 
the officers elect of the Fredericton 
Cbnroh of England Temperance Socie
ty:—The Lord Bishop of Fredericton, 
Patron; the Rev. G. G. Roberts, rec
tor of St. Ann’s, President ; the clergy 
of the Church of England, ex officio. 
His Excellency Governor Tilley, G. E. 
Fenety, Esq., and W. H. Carman, 
Esq., Vice-Presidents; Geo. J. Bliss, 
Esq., Secretary; A. A. Sterling, Esq., 
Treasurer; John W. Braley, Adolphus 
G. Beckwith, John Richards, T. C. 
Brown, M. D., Alfred Street, Jas. 8. 
Beek, Charles W. Beckwith, G. R. 
Parkin, V. W. Tippet, Connell.

W The Dinner given by the 
gentlemeg’of the Barto Judge Ritchie, 
and held <in St. John on Thursday 
night, wet attended by fifty three 
persons, including Chief Justice 
Allen, and Judges Duff and Watters. 
The Attorney General presided.
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: The Ottawa Times has been sold to 
IMr. Bargees, who has occupied the 
| position of its editor for about a year 
and a half.

Seventeen vessels, aggregating 15,- 
000 tone, are being constructed in the 
shipbuilding yards of Quebec.

Walter Irvine, the negro convicted 
|#f being an accessory of Robbins, by 
aiding in his concealment after the 
Bear River murder, died in Digby jail 
at 4 o’clock on Christmas eve.

Frank Moulton lias brought a civil 
sait against Henry Ward Beecher for 
malicious prosecution, laying his dam
ages at $50,000.

Sixteen vessels of the Gloucester 
fishing fleet, valued at $100,000, with 
122 lives, have been lost the past year.

The Earl of Stanhope, the well 
known essayist, historian and states
man, is dead.
/The grass was green and four 

inches high, and roses in bloom in San 
Francisco on the 12th December.

It is said that the Westmorland Bank 
will be wound np on the 1st August 
next, by order of Hie Honor Judge 
Weldon, when a fin&ljpaymeni of 38 
cents to the dollar will be made to the 
creditors. This, with previous pay
ments, will make the paper worth 68 
cents to tl)e dollar.

A tornado which passed 12 miles 
east of Hickman, Kentncky, on the 
26th December, swept dowq whole 
forests, demolished dwelling houses 
and barns, causing the death ot 5 per
sons, mady others being injured. The 
noise of the tornado was heard for 
miles.

The collection at St. Michael’s Ca
thedral, Chatham, on Christmas Day, 
amounted to $450.

It is stated in a Montreal paper that 
the whole amonnt raised iu Quebec 
city in aid of the Caraquet prisoners 
was $750.

The Dominion Parliament will meet 
for despatch of business on the 10th 
February.

The Public Schools of Newcastle are 
to be re-opened on Monday next.

The Mount Allison educational in 
stitntions re-opened yesterday.

Dr. Christie has been elected for 
Argenteuil by acclamation. His op
ponent, Mr. White, of the Gazette, re
tired.

Negotiations are pending with Aus
tria, with regard to the construction of 
a direct railway between Vienna and 
Constantinople.

The City Treasurer of Buffalo, N. ¥., 
is a defaulter to the amount of $400- 
000, and has fled to Canada.

The current estimate of the cotton 
crop of 1875-6 is 4,100,000 bales.

Strawberries are ripe in Mississippi.
Mill Stream Railway Bridge.— 

On Friday last fifteen cars arrived at 
Mill Stream, (12 miles above Metape- 
dia) loaded with over 200 tons of| 
bridge iron for the Mill Stream I. C. 
R. bridge. The cars were got to the 
place with considerable difficulty, hav
ing to be drawn over the last 9 miles 
by horses. The erection of the super
structure will be commenced at once 
under the direction of Mr. T. Sefton. 
The bridge ever Mill Stream is the 
only unfinished structure on the whole 
of the Intercolonial.

Thanks.—Our thanks are doe to 
Messrs. E. C. & J. Tozer for a very 
fine salmon, which was caught in 
June last, and kept from that time 
until a few days ago in one ot their 
patent freezers. These gentlemen 
do a large business In the exportation 
of fresh fish.

We have also to thank Mr. E. 
Strang, of Chatham, for the gift of a | 
nice tnrkey. Mr. 8. deals largely in 
poultry, fish, &c., and judging by his 
thonghtfhlneee and liberality in this 
instance, we have come to the con
clusion that friend Strang is jnst the 
man to work np a profitable business.

XW We understand that Mr.
, I George A. Yye is to open a Restanr- 
' *"ant in connection with the Railway 

Station here, which will be opened 
some time this week. It is very 
ranch needed, as travellers from St. 
John have to fast until they reach 
Campbellton, unless they take the 
precaution to bring along a supply oi 
provisions. We hope Mr. Vye will 
find this move a remunerative one.

Union Meetings.
The Union Meetings under the aus

pices of the Evangelical Alliance are 
being held In Chatham and New- 

column in castle. In the former place the first 
meeting was held in St. Andrew’s 
Church, on Snnday evening, (he llev. 

Wilson, pastor, presidiirfr. TheW.
Church was comfortably 0UI. Ad
dresses were delivered by the Rev. 
Mr. Allau, and Rev. Mr. Pepper 
(Wesleyan). A very interesting 
meeting was held in the Wesleyan 
Chnrch on Monday evening, which 
was presided over by the Rev. Robt. 
Crisp. The Rev. W. Wilson and 
Rev. J. M. Allan were the speakers. 
Rev. Mr. McGuire (Ref. Episcopal) 
gave the closing prayer. Every seat 
m the Church was occupied.

Last night a meeting was held in 
St. John’s Church, presided over by 
the Rev. J. M. Allan.

This evening the Union gathering 
will take place in the Temperance 
Hall, when the Rev. Mr. McGuire 
will preside.

At Newcastle the first of the Union 
Meetings was held on Monday even
ing in the Baptist Chnrch, which was 
well attended. The Rev. James An
derson presided. Addresses were de
livered by the Rev. S. Russell, Rev. 
Mr. Fielder and Rev. Mr. Gross.— 
Last night a meeting was held in the 
Methodist Church, the Rev. Mr. Field' 
er presiding. Interesting addresses 
were delivered. The meeting to-night 
will be held in St. James’ Chnrch.

Lecture.—On Monday evening 
last, Silas Alward, Esq., of St. John, 
delivered a lecture in the Temperance 
Hall, Chatham, under the auspices of 
the Literary Society of that town. 
The subject was “ The latest English 
Historian.” A correspondent writes 
ns that Mr, Alward has a fine pre
sence and an excellent delivery, and 
that many of the passages were full 
of eloquence- The efiort is spoken of 
as being a splendid one, winning the 
plaudits of all present.

Postal Changes.—John McMillan, 
Esq., P. O. Inspector, has had under 
consideration the advisability of giv
ing greater postal accommodation to 
the people between Bnctoncbe and 
Richibucto, and recommended that a 
tri-weekly mail be carried between 
the two places. This recommenda
tion has been acted upon by the Gov
ernment, and the new arrangement 
was commenced on the 1st January.

Genuine Sympathy.—The Farmer 
says that on Christmas morning, 
Alex. Gibson, Esq., presented to the 
widow of Mr. Chas. Cow perth wait, 
the sum of $500. It will be remem
bered that Mr. Cowperthwait, who 
was a conductor on I he N. B. Rail
way, met with his death from an ac
cident on the road about a year- ago.

BT Messrs. Fairley and Wilson 
are giving their saw mill at Blackville 
a thorough overhauling. They are 
now putting in a new turbine wheel, 
weighing about four tons. The im
provements are being made under 
the direction of Mr. Libby, of Massa
chusetts.

tV The Moncton Times is remind
ed that Mr. Blanchard was a repre
sentative tor Gloucester in the Local 
House, not Restigonche.

EV Dr. Moodey intends leaving 
Newcastle at the end of the present 
month. See advertisement.

Pamfl
December 28th.—At the Little South West 

by the Bev. Samuel Russell, David Hen, 
derson, of Blackville, to Miss Margaret 
Harris, of Northesk.

At Black River, oirthe 27th Dec., after an 
illness ot six months, Katie Cameron, 
aged twenty-six years, fourth daughter of 
the late Murdoch Cameron, Esq.

At Chatham, on Monday, 3rd instant, 
Annie Elizabeth Alexander, eldest 
daughter of the late John Alexander, aged 
31 years.

Funeral from her mother’s residence to
day, (Wednesday) at 1 p. m.

METEOROLOGICAL

Reported tor the Dominion Gov’t by 
G. A. Blair, Esa. _

DECEMBER—JANUARY.

Complimentary.—At the last regular 
meeting of Nelson Division, No. 99, Sons of 
Temperance, (after the hall had been closed 
for about eight weeks, for the purpose of 
being repaired and decorated), the following 
resolution was put and carried unamlnonsly.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Division 
be tendered to brother Wm. Murray, for the 
very faithftil manner in which he has com
pleted his contract for the painting and 
decoration of our hall, and trust that it may 
long remain as a mark ol his ability as a 
painter;

And further Resolved, That a copy of 
this resolution be forwarded to the Union 
Advocate for publication.

J- C. Newman, W. P.
W. T. Crocker,

B. S., pro tern.
Derby, 4th January, 1874.

Masonic.—Officers ot Miramichi 
Lodge, No. 18, F. & A. M., for cur
rent Masonic year:—Arthur John
ston, W. M.; J. W. Fraser, I. P. M.: 
J.McG. Baxter, S. W.; W. H. Nid- 
drie,J. W. ; R. B. Pattison, treasurer, 
W. B. Howard, secretary; James 
Carter, 6. D.; Thomas Haviland, J. 
D.; Wm. Sinclair, S. S.; I. Harris, J. 
S.; H. Marquis, I. G.; W. C. Smith, 
Tyler. _______

A Dreg Store, well supplied 
with goods penally found in such an 
establishment, has lately been started 
at Bathurst by Balcolm Brothers.— 
It was very/ranch needed in that local
ity.
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The minus sign thus—at the left hand, de
notes below zero ; its absence denotes above 
zero.

The column for Maximum Thermometer 
shows the highest temperature for every 
day.

The column for Minimum Thermometer 
show < the lowe st temperature for every day.

TerrifitTExpIcaion?
Gas Main in South Boston blown up— 

Several killed and wounded.
Posi 

7 6’clu<
ITON, Dec. 22.—Shortly before 

’clock this evening a terrible ex
plosion occurred in South Boston, by 
which a large number of persons were 
injured and several killed. As yet it 
is impossible to learn the cause of the 
explosion oÿ the fall extent of the 
damage. Tfie large gas main running 
under Federal street bridge to South 
Boston, and thence along the water 
edge under th3 pavement on Federal 
street, exploded with a load report, 
tearing np the pavement for a distance 
of 150 feet or more. The street was 
thronged with people at the time, and 
many were buried in the debris.— 
Crosby’s grain warehouse was badly 
shattered, and will have to be taken 
down. The foreman was instantly 
killed. It is supposed several per
sons were blown into the water.— 
Several dead bodies have already 
been taken out. The wildest rumonrs 
prevail.

At 11 p. m., the number of killed

and wounded was as fellows: killed 
3, fatally injured, 04 injured 9; miss
ing 8. À teamster named Elwell was 
engaged \Hjtli Charles Grim in load
ing a team at Crosby’s grain ware
house when the explosion occnrred. 
Grim was fatally injured, and Elwell 
has not since been seen. He is sup
posed to have been blown Into the 
water and drowned. Six or eight 
persons known to have been in the 
vicinity of the explosion are missing 
and are supposed to have been blown 
into the water and drowned. Parties 
are now engaged with grappling 
irons dredging the river for bodies.

As yet there is no positive know
ledge of the explosion, but it is sup
posed that the recent cold weather 
caused a pipe to jmrst and the ground 
becoming impregnated with gas, 
ignition trom some cause communi
cated fire to the confined gas and 
caused the explosion. The scene ot 
the explosion is thronged with hun
dreds of anxious and curious people, 

The main pipe, about five inches 
in diameter, passes under Federal 
street bridge and along the causeway 
leading from it np Dorchester avenue 
(tlie continuation iu South Boston of 
Federal street.) This causeway is 
composed of three feet or more of 
dirt and gravel, with pavement rest
ing on a foundation of piling, and on 
either side for 175 feet or more is the 
river. Eye witnesses state that the 
first intimation was a bright flash 
about midway ihe causeway, followed 
by a sharp explosion, paving stones, 
gravel and debris flying in all direc
tions, -and almost immediately there
after the causeway on the right hand 
side (under which ran the gas main) 
fell over into the river, carrying over 
with it several persons, who were 
stunned, injured or killed by the ex
plosion. The number of these is not 
yet ascertained, but it is feared seve
ral are buried under the debris at the 
bottom of the river. The pavement 
was completely torn np tor a distance 
of 175 feet from the wooden portion 
of the bridge to Crosby’s grain ware
house, which is built upon piling at 
the end of the causeway, on South 
Boston side. This building was bad
ly battered and shattered. Had the 
explosion occurred five minutes later 
the loss of life would have been far 
greater, as the draw of the bridge had 
been np for some time, and a crowd 
of 300 or 400 people on their way from 
the city to tteir homes in South Bos
ton had collected this side thé bridge, 
and in a few minutes would have 
swarmed upon Ihe causeway.

------------------- «♦*--------------- —

An American Opinion on the Pacific
Railway Policy of the Governm't.

From the Alta Californian.
The offer of $750,000 is then a re

quest to the British Columbians to 
sell ont the permanent interests of the 
whole future of their territory, the 
consideration to be about $30 for 
every white person within its limits 
It is a solicitation to postpone till the 
next century the opening of their 
country to immigration. It is a 
bribe for consent to a violation of a 
solemn contract entered into for the 
benefit of the British Columbia of the 
future as well as of the present. It 
is an attempt to prevent indirectly 
the development of the western side 
of our continent, for the Canadians 
well know that it they should now 
honorably release British Columbia 
she could, within five years, obtain 
transcontinental railroad communi
cation through the American territory. 
Our Government is waiting for the 
end of that Canadian fraud. It was 
a trick of false pretence from the 
first, and the Administration at Ot
tawa, after being convicted by the 
logic of facts, of having promised 
more than it could reasonably be ex
pected to perform, instead of apolo
gising an* releasing the other party 
to the bargain, now propose to keep 
the land which it was stipulated to 
bay and wants to compromise by 
paying less than one per cent of the 
urchase money.
1 "’he Americans want British Colnm- 

_ . t it without war or
ill filing; amjUfiey are fully confident 
of theiçjjnWei' to get it by natural 
gravitation. This whole coast, from 
San Diego to the Arctic, has joint in
terests, and mast come under the same 
Government. The region between 
parallels 49 deg. and 65 deg. of latitude 
will be peopled mainly by Americans; 
they will be Americans, by birth or 
sympathy. It will be useless to try to 
keep them under another flag. Sooner 
or later the time will come when they 
will seek -annexation, which would 
oconr within five years if Canada will 
just say that, having failed to keep her 
part of the contract, she releases Bri
tish Columbia. This i| what honor 
on her own aide and consideration for 
the prosperity of the qther side agree 
in demanding. \

California has a large interest in 
this matter. The annexations of 
British Columbia would add vastly to 
the importance of the American Em
pire on the Pacific. To secure snch 
an acquisition Congress wonld not 
hesitate to promise a railroad to Vic
toria before 188L; uer •Her making 
the contract would it solicit any pro
longation of lime. From the head 
waters of the Frazer to the mouth' of 
the Colorado, the western side of the 
continent wonld feel the stimulus of 

spread ot ear dominion apA the 
id consolidation of our 

railroad system; and the basis would 
then have been laid, as far as it is pos
sible, to lay it now, for the continuons 
growth of the Pacific Slope. The 
railroads are indispensable, and we 
cannot expect » completion ot them 
soon without political union.

--------- ------------ I--- -
Fire at flhediac.

Shedlac, January 1.—Carpenter's 
stables, a large house owned by Geo. 
Pelletier and occupied by five families, 
a house owned by Niel M'Dougall, 
and two barns and outbuildings own
ed by F. L. Theal, were burned lieré 
to-day. Carpenter’s loss is about 
$2,500; insurance on building, carria
ges and grain, about $1,600. Two 
norses ana everything the stable con
tained were burned. Theal’s build
ings were insured in the Royal Cana
dian. Pelletier's were insured in the 
Queen’s for $400. F. M. ^Corner's 
stock of tinware and machinery iu 
Pelletier’s building was insured (or 
$200 in the Royal Canadian. J. E. 
Best lost a horse and pigs, a stock of 
hay and grain, and damage to his 
fbrniture to the extent of about $600. 
No insurance.

The fire originated in Carpenter’s 
stables, and is supposed to have 
caught from the stove in the office.— 
The weather was perfectly calm ; had 
there been any wind, the whole block 
of twenty buildings would have been 
destroyed. Abont a thousand persons 
here were attending the races on the 
harbour, and did good service in saving 
the other buildings in the block.—Tel.

Paris, Janniry 1.—In the Assembly 
yesterday Permanent Committee was 
chosen according to an agreement 
between the varions parties, thirteen 
of 1 he Left and Twelve of the Right. 
All the measures remaining to bo 
acted on, principally Railway Bills, 
passed almost without debate.

Due DavdrifljifitPasqnior, President 
of the Assembly, made a speech iu 
closing the scssiop. He eloquently 
recapitulated achievements of Assemb
ly, which, having undertaken its trust 
on the morrow of à madly undertaken 
war, and the horrors of the Commune, 
had paid the ransom of the country, 
thus demonstrating its credit and 
vitality. The internal administration, 
has. voted a constitution in which in
dividual preference has been subordi
nated. to love ot country. That con
stitution is prehaps Imperfect, bnt 
without it there would be double peril 
of despotism and anarchy. Yon will 
confide the Constitution to the honor 
of the President and the wisdom of 
the new Assemblies. You may with 
confidence submit yourselves to the 
judgment of the country, for yon re
store to it its flag'and liberties intact. 
The Assembly then separated, the 
Left shouting “ Vive La République.”

Admitted to the Bar.—On Wed
nesday, Mr. W. B. M'Sweeney, a 
member of the New Brunswick Bar, 
now a resident in this city, was, on 
motion of Hon. James M’Donald, ad
mitted as a barrister of Nova Scotia. 
Mr. M’Sweeney is not only a lawyer 
but has the additional recommenda
tion of having had a journalistic ex
perience. He was for some time con
nected with the late St.John Tribune. 
—Chronicle.

King Alfonso seem determined to 
have some matters his own way iu 
Spain, and is arranging tor ex-Queen 
Isabella to return and reside at Valla
dolid. He defies his Cabinet, and 
says that his Ministers may resign, 
bnt his royaLtfiother must have an 
asylum in Spain. The young King’- 
position, even if he consented to U. 
guided by the wisest Spanish states
men, would be sufficiently insecure 
and trying, but with him acting 011 
his owu responsibility in defiance of 
his Ministers, it is not likely that he 
will have a very long lease of power. 
Ex-Queen Isabella’s influence also will 
not tend to prudence of action, and 
her very presence, if she did not in
terfere iu any way, is hateful to the 
Spanish statesmen and people.

The Fishing Business—Loss of 
Life and Property.—The year now 
closed has been a sad one in loss of 
lifê and property in the fishing busi
ness in comparison with the previous 
year. By reference to onr files we 
find that 16 vessels <uid 125 men have 
been lost, against 10 vessels and 68 
lives in 1874. In 1873, 31 vessels and 
174 men left port never more to re
turn. The heaviest losses this year 
have been in the Grand arid Western 
bank fisheries—10 vessels and 91 men. 
I11 the Georges fishery 5 vessels and 
27 lives, have been sacrificed, and one 
vessel in the Southern mackerel fish
ery. Four men have been lost from 
the Shore fishing fleet. Of the 16 
vessels lost this year the entire crews 
of 8 of them have been saved. The 
Newfoundland herring fishery hais 
been prosecuted with the loss of but a 
single life. The total tonnage of the 
16 vessels lost was 1,050 91-100; their 
value, $88,500; insurance, $73,126; 
insurance on outfits, $8,600.—Cape 
Ann Advertiser. >

Another fugitive slave circular has 
been issued by the British Admiralty, 
providing that fugitive slaves on the 
high seas shall be received on board, 
and kept there until their liberty 
can be secured, but that in 
territorial seas they shall only be re
ceived when their lives are in danger, 
and must not be kept on board when 
the danger is past. Although this 
latter regulation is set oil by instruc
tions that no demands for the surren
der of a slave are to be entertained, 
it is not likely to prove entirely satis
factory to the slavery-hating British 
people, for it is quite easy to see how 
under it a slave could be returned to 
slavery after being on British terri
tory, for a British war vessel, wher
ever she is, is British territory.

Boston, Dec. 29.—Moses A. Wood, 
residing in Cambridge, was awaken
ed about 4 a. m. on Sunday, with the 
impression that burglars were iu the 
house. Partially dressing, he went 
down stairs, and found things in con
fusion. Stepping ont upon the back 
piazza, he jvas confronted by a man, 
who stabbed him three times. He 
grappled with the burglar, when a 
second appeared and placing the 
muzzle of a pistol to his abdomen, 
fired. As he placed the pistol against 
him, Mr. Wood turned slightly so 
that the ball did not go directly through 
him, but passed around, coming ont 
just over bis hip. The robbers im
mediately fled and escaped, leaving a 
bundle in which they had tied up 
about $2,060 worth of plunder. Mr. 
Wood’s wounds are very serions and 
may prove fatal.

Sad Occurrence in King’s County. 
-Mr. Wm. Aiton, a well known resi

dent of Dutch Valley, Sussex, was 
ionnd dead in the.woods, near his 
home, a short time ago, with his neck 
broken. He and his eon went into 
the woods that morning for firewood. 
The son went out into the clearing 
with a load, whilst Mr. Aiton remain
ed to cut another load tit wood in his 
absence. On his son’s return he found 
his father dead. An inquest was held 
iu . the afternoon, and it was shown 
that Mr. Alton’s heels must have 
eaught against a stick, causing him to 
fall backward across a log, breaking 
his neck and causing instant death.— 
Telegraph.

Blondin has not been much heard 
of lately, but he is still in the flesh, 
and on board the Poonah on her last 
voyage to Melbourne he created an 
immense excitement by performing a 
feat hitherto unattempted even by him. 
The “ Hero of Niagara” walked along 
a rope stretched from the main to the 
raize» mast, 120 feet long, at a height 
of sixty feet. The motion of the en
gine and the swaying, of the vessel 
made this a difficult operation,'especi
ally as the rolling at that great height 
was much more perceptible than on 
deck. When Blondin descended to re
ceive the congratulations of those who 
saw him perform this unique feat he 
was quivering and perspiring from 
sheer excitement, and his" face was 
deadly pale. He exclaimed, “ Well, 
I’ve done it. I knew it was to be 
done, but I have never Attempted 
anything like it before.”

Presbyterian. — X’mas Gifts to 
the Pastor and Lady.—On Christ
mas eve the ladies of St. John’s 
Church presented Mrs. Hogg with an 
elegant Sewing Machine (Webster) 
with all the latest improvements. On 
the same evening the Bible class pre
sented Rev. Mr. Hogg with a beauti
ful and useful gift, accompanied with 
an address, to which he made a suit
able reply. Nor has the congregation 
itself been forgotten at this season of 
overflowing liberality. Two ladies of 
the congregation hare presented it 
with a very handsome Communion 
Service.—Moncton Times.

Intelligence from the Philippine Is
lands gives details of a dreadful hurri
cane there on the 30th of November. 
The storm was particularly severe in 
the Provinces of. Albay and Carua- 
rines, which form the' southeastern 
part of the Island of Luzon. Two 
hundred and fifty lives were lost, and 
3800 buildings destroyed. Many cat
tle perished, and the crops in all di
rections ruined.

The Work of Rum.—Providence, 
R. I. Dec. 27.—Philip Gallaher> liv
ing near Smith’s Quarries, Westerly, 
went home drunk lute Saturday night, 
and becoming enraged with his wife, 
attempted to kick her, bnt hit an in
fant child in her arms and killed it. 
Gallagher was arrested.

A College President Fatally 
Beaten.—New lfork, Dec. 27.—An 
Abingdon, III., despatch says that 
Rev. O. Perkey, President of the 
College there, was fatally beaten by 
three rowdies belonging to a faction 
which opposed Perkey’s being made 
President. The assassins were ar
rested.

Loudon, Dec. 29.—The marriage of 
a Protestant girl to a Catholic was the 
cause of a serions riot at Bannspool, 
Ireland, yesterday, in which a number 
of persons were killed and several 
badly wounded. It was caused by 
disorderly Protestants.

London, Jan. 1.—British steamer 
Dante from Liverpool for Bombay, 
while going down St. George’s Chan
nel yesterday, collided with the Grons- 
vaer. The steffmèr sank shortly after 
the collision, and 23 persons were 
drowned.

David Sutherland, who was con
victed of selling liquor to Indians at 
New Glasgow and fined $40tf or 18 
months imprisonment, has been re
leased from jail, having given the re
quired security to enable him to ap
peal.—Hal. Reporter.

Pastoral Change.—The Wesleyan 
states that the Rev. John Lathern, 
now ot Halifax, and formerly of St. 
John, is to be pastor of the Methodist- 
Church in Charlottetown for the next 
three years.

Last week there was cast at the 
Acadia Foundry a cylinder three feet 
in diameter and six feet stroke of pis
ton. It is made for a steam saw mill 
at Miramichi, N. B.—Eastern Chroni
cle.

Lawrence, Mass. Dec. 27.—While 
attempting to cross the ice at North 
Andover, on Saturday, Nettie Smith 
and Annie Conlin, two little girls, 
were drowned.

The barn of Mr. Jacob Lockhart, of 
ParrsborongK, was struck by lightning 
during a recent stoçin, one end of it 
torn to pieces, and a valuable cow kil
led.—Amherst Gazette.

San Francisco, Dec. 26.—The 
Commercial Bank suspended on Fri
day. It is a small concern with 
about$80,000 liabilities, tally secured.

James McCann, of Woodstock, 
was fined $10 tor using abusive lan- 
guage to the editor of the Aroostook
Pioneer.

One of the Mormon bishops at Salt 
Lake City is under indictment for 
stealing five bushels of wheat.

The Suez Canal.
RUSSIAN OPINION OF ENGLAND’S PURCHASE 

OF THE SHARES.

[From the Moscow Gazette, Dec. 6.]
In consequence of the English pro

ceedings in Egypt, the difficulties in
cidental to the Oriental question have 
been considerably aggravated. Eng
land’s step gives rise to questions of 
the most delicate and complicated 
nature. There is no precedent of a 
government acquiring a share in joint 
stock enterprise on foreign soil, and 
thereby virtually extending its own 
territory. The fact of the canal being 
an international concern adds force to 
this reasoning, though, even if the 
canal were purely Egyptian, the 
transaction might give rise to difficul
ties. Luxembourg was intended to 
be sold, but tb< sale was not allowed 
to be completed. As the crowning 
feature of it all, Egypt is not even an 
independent State, bnt the vassal of a 
Power itself the clieutr-of European 
guarantors. Egypt is Turkish terri
tory, and the canal concession is based 
npon a firman of the Porte. Has the 
Khedive a right to sell a portion of his 
territory—that is, to partition ont the 
property of his suzerain? It is doubt
ful whether the Saltan himself wonld 
be entitled to take any each step with
out the consent of all Europe. Were 
the Saltan to claim an independent 
right to sell the harbor of Constanti
nople or the port of Bantam, or the 
Turkish fleet, would England allow 
such a claim to be legitimate? Butwe 
remember reading in an English jour
nal that there would be nothing to 
prevent the Saltan ceding hie nsvy to 
England in payment of the interest up
on his national debt.

bo mode to establish snch a direct 
servie»; when the existing contract 
with the Peninsnla and Oriental Com
pany expires. It is reasonable to 
suppose also that some part, at least, 
of the more valuable freight will come 
this way, and that in the Australian 
trade, as elsewhere, steamers will 
eventually to a considerable extent 
supplant sailing vessels. At any rate 
it will be well to bear in mind, in 
considering snch schemes as may be 
pnt forward now or hereafter for the 
management of the canal by an “ in
ternational syndicate,” that we repre
sent in this matter not only Great 
Britain and India, bnt also onr rapid
ly growing colonies in the Southern 
Ocean.

DISRAELI’S “ AUDACIOUS STEP” 
APPROVED.

[From the London Standard, Dec. 9.]
How entirely the mind of the coun

try has revolted from the theory of 
national conduct which our 1 adical 
guides and teachers had been inculcat
ing, is shown by the extraordinary en
thusiasm with which all parties and 
all classes of the natiofS have greeted 
the simple and necessary stroke of’ 
policy, the purchase of the Khedive’s 
shares in the Suez Canal. Who can 
affect to be blind to what this feeling 
discloses? Certainly one thing we afi 
feel, and therefore we have applauded 
this transaction. We feel that the 
care of England’s empire ontside of 
these islands has become once more 
an object of solicitude to her rulers. 
Possibly even they who took what has 
been called au audacious step had not 
fully calculated upon the heartiness 
and the unanimity ot the response 
which it wonld call forth. ^

Who Suggested the Purchase?
_ The history of the purchase of the 
Suez canal shares is a curions one. 
Mr. Greenwood, the able editor of 
the Pall Mall Gazette, and Mr. Henry 
Oppenheim, a member of the firm of 
that name, happened to meet. The 
conversation turned upon Egypt, 
and Mr. Oppenheim explained that 
the Khedive was about to raise money 
in Paris upon his Suez canal shares, 
and that it was to be regretted that 
the English Government did not 
seize upon the opportunity to pur
chase them. In the expediency of 
this Mr. Greenwood agreed; and 
proposed that he should moot the 
subject to Lord Derby, whilst Mr. 
Oppenheim threw cold water npon 
the Parisian scheme as being merely 
a temporay expedient. Mr. Green
wood at once saw Lord Derby, who 
was struck with the advantages of 
the purchase by England ot the 
shares. He submitted his view to 
Mr. Disraeli, Lord Salisbury, and 
Sir Stafford Northcote—for we need 
hardly say that on questions of this 
nature the opinion of Mr. Ward 
Hunt and the Boetians of the Cabinet 
is not asked. The inner Cabinet as
sented to it. Mr. Oppenheim pointed" 
ont that, if the purchase was to be
come a reality, the money mast be 
forthcoming speedily. On this, Mr. 
Disraeli called into his councils Baron 
Lionel Rothschild, as one of the few 
amongst his acquaintances able to 
write a cheque for £4,000,000 at a 
moment’s notice. The Baron went 
thoroughly into the matter with the 
diplomatic Henry. He was soon con
vinced that whilst Egypt continued 
to live from day to day by mere ex
pedients, her fate, as have fre
quently explained in tbeWorld, was 
sealed, but that the advance of £4,000,- 
000 would be alike beneficial to her 
and to England. The arrangement 
was then concluded, the money was 
advanced to Egypt by the Rothschilds, 
and the entire action was made pub
lic. The conception reflects great 
credit npon Mr. Oppenheim and Mr. 
Greenwood. The former is to be 
congratulated for having subordin
ated the profits' which his house 
wonld have obtained, by treating the 
advance on a mere banking basis, to 
the interests both of England and 
Egypt. Bnt whatlreflects still more 
credit upon all concerned is“the 
secrecy which was maintained 
throughout. Of coarse, the frequent 
confabulations which took place be
tween the two eminent financiers at
tracted a certain amount of attention, 
bnt, until the matter was absolutely 
and definitely settled, not an ink
ling of what was going on transpired. 
—London World.

Recent despatches state that house of 
David Morrison, at Greede City, Pa., 
caught Are on Tuesday night, from 
a well near by, and his wife and 
child burned to death. Mrs. Rachael 
Gordon and three children were 
burned to death in their dwelling ten 
miles north of Rising Sun, Ind., last 
Sunday. The -origin of the Are is 
unknown, as all in the honsc were 
consumed.

HOW THE ENGLISH PURCHASE -MAY DI
VERT AUSTRALIAN TRAM FROM 

AMERICA.
[From the Pall Mall Gazette, Dec. 8.]

There is one advantage in the pos
session by this country of a large in
terest in the Suez Canal which, 
though almost unheeded at present, 
may in future be not the least of the 
yams which will result to the empire 
from the bold and judicious step which 
has been taken by the government iu 
buying the Khedive’s shares. Onr 
vast importance from every point of 
view of keeping open at all times the 
road to our Eastern dependencies tend 
for the moment to obscure the fact 
that not only is the Suez Canal the 
highway to India, bnt that it is also 
the most direct route to onr Austra
lian colonies. Hitherto, although the 
mails and passengers have principally 
gone this way, a very small proportion 
indeed of Aastralian exporte or im
ports have passed through the canal. 
Moreover, owing to the inconvenien
ces of transhipment at Galle, and to 
other circumstances, efforts have been 
persistently made by the government 
of New South Wales, in the face of 
mady discouragements, to establish a 
regular mail service by way of. San 
Francisco and New York to Liverpool ; 
and even Victoria has been inclined to 
encourage an alternative lino of mail 
steamers touching at the Cape of Good 
Hope. So soon, however, as the In
tercolonial railway system is finished 
—and its completion Australians seem 
to hope will not be long delayed—R 
will become at1 once apparent that a 
really last fortnightly mail to and 
from England through the canal, sup
ported by all the colonies, would- af
ford greater facilities to the whole of 
Australia that such a wasteful plan 
of divided subsidies as that which now 
finds favor with the rival governments. 
Anything, therefore, which serves to 
call attention to the superiority ot the 
Suez route, seouriug at the same time 
free passage and speedy intercourse 
with this portion ot the British em
pire, is eminently beneficial to onr 
colonists. Such steamers as are now 
plying between Liverpool and New 
York on the Inman and White Star' 
lines, modified slightly to suit the re
quirements of the canal transit, wonld 
bring London within little more than 
thirty days by post of Melbourne; 
and an attempt will almost certainly

We do not hold ourselves responsible for 
the opinions expressed by oar Correspon
dents.)

Messrs. Editors.—In the Advance 
of to-day, I have just read a report of 
the late examination of our schools, 
which, if correct, would head one to 
endorse most heartily its closing see-. 
teuce which I quote. “ We think it 
should be widely known to the pub
lic, the very full, and we might say, 
complete course of instruction pur
sued in this institntion, as it may in
duce some who are anxious to secure 
a thorough education,‘to avail them
selves of fho advantages which this 
excellent institution affords.”

Npw I am “anxious to secure a 
thorough education” for my children, s 
and with this in view t"attended some 
ot the late examinations. Perhaps 
my estimate of “ a complete confie 
of instruction” is too ambitious, (if 
so, let those judge who have seen 
school examinations in the centres of 
education) but I was by no means so 
ranch dazzled by the attainments of 
the pupils in the “ High School,” as 
was the writer of the report in ques
tion. ‘ • *’w

In the first place I must say that 
this has been, so far as I know, the 
first examination which the “ High 
School” his ever passed since its es
tablishment three rears ago. I have 
seen several exhibitions there before, 
bnt none in which the pupils could 
mske a creditable appearance in the 
essentials, the time being chiefly occn-
Sied in singing, showing ornamental 

rawings and skimming lightly over 
each subjects as oonld not.be decently 
omitted. At the recent examination 
I was pleased to see that the last year 
had not been utterly wasted, as the 
pupils answered very well as far as 
they knew, in several of the rudimen
tary branches, and in drawing and 
botany they excelled ; bnt in the dis
tinguishing features of a High School 
coarse, such as the Classics and 
Mathematics, their examination by 
their teacher, the principal, showed a 
very low order of attainment for 
High School scholars, and it was 
with surprise that I read in the be
fore mentioned report that the class 
in Latin “ seemed to have no difficul
ty in mastering the intricacies of the 
language.” Surely no “ classical 
scholar” wrote that report! I There 
was Indeed one boy who demon
strated a rather difficult proposition 
in Enclid, and who did all the Greek, 
and, if I remember rightly, all the 
“ parsing, analysing and scanning” 
from Virgil, but a question from cue 
of the visitors elicited the information 
that this boy had been bnt three 
months in the institution, and was 
alone in bis class, the others ot the 
same age, iu the words of the princi
pal, “ not being far enough advanced” 
to study with him. Is it lawful to 
ask why these others, some of whom 
have boon under this principal’s teach
ing for three years, are not as far ad-


