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BRITISH AND FRENCH START. NEW OFFENSIVES WITH SUCCESS
Vkish Positions Captured in Mesopotamia by British, While French Take 7500 Prisoners at Douaumont
BRITISH TROOPS TAKE 

TURK TRENCHES AT KUT
MUST GUARANTEE 

PERIOD OF PEACE
KAISER is confident

TEUTONS ARE VICTORS

Proposes Peace to Allies as Con­
queror—Addresses Soldiers 

in Alsace.

PROMINENT AMERICANS
ASSAIL HUN METHODS

Government Urged to Protest 
Strongly Against Enslavement . 

of Belgians.

FRENCH GAIN COMPLETE 
SUCCESS AT DOUAUMONT

«

Henderson Says Reparation 
for Misdeeds Will Not Be 

Enough.
London, Dec. 15.—“Confident that we 

are completely the victors, I yesterday 
made a proposal to the enemy to dis­
cuss the question 
peace,”

New York, Dec. 15.—VigorousNew Offensive Opens W.ith Occupation of Territory 
on Right Bank of Hai River in Mesopotamia.

More Than 7500 Prisoners Captured in Advance 
Over a Front of Six Miles to Depth 

of Two ' Miles.

expres­
sions of indignation were voiced at a 
great mass meeting held here tonight to 
protest against the “enslavement of Bel- 
gians" by the German Government. The 
deportation of the Belgian populace was 
condemned in letters read from Theodore 
Hooaevelt, Archbishop Ireland, Joseph 
H. Choate and other prominent men. 
FauS?,\ï forceful were addresses delivered 
by Elihu Root, James A. Beck, former 
assistant attorney-general of the U. S.; 
Alton B. Parker and Rev. Wm. T. Man­
ning, rector of Trinity Church, who

V3*

of further war or. 
said the German emperor, in 

addressing the troops in Alsace recently, 
according to a despatch published in The 
Cologne Gazette, saye a Reuter despatch 
from Amsterdam.

"What will come of it, I do net yet 
know, tile emperor is reported to have 
continued. “It is a matter for the enemy 
row to decide if the fighting is still to 
go on. If the enemy still thinks he lias 
not had enough, then I know you will—”
................(here the emperor, says the
correspondent, made a warlike gesture, 
wluch produced a ^fierce smile on the 
faces of all his men).

London, Dec. 15.—British troops have taken the offensive in the 
legion of Kut-el-Amara, in Mesopotamia, and have occupied Turkish posi- 

i tions on the Hai River, south of Kut-el-Amara, says an official statement 
» issued tonight. In the offensive movement the British crossed to the 
| tight bank of the Hat River and took Turkish trenches near Kala Haji 

jfahan, 2% milee from Kut-el-Amara. The statement follows:
i “Our forces on the Tigris assumed the a half miles, the cavalry subsequently 
offensive Wednesday and Thursday. The clearing the Turkish troops from their 
Turkish positions about Sannatyat, on the trenches on the right bank, above Kala 
left bank, were subjected to an effective Haji Fah&n. The positions occupied are 

fl bombardment. being consolidated by our Infantry. Our
!$> “During Wednesday night British forces casualties were slight.

■soured the left bank of the Hai River. “Kala Haji Fahan is on' the right bank 
between A tab and Basrugiyeh ; crossed of the Hai River, 214 miles from Kut-el- 
to the right bank, and secured the Amara. A tab is on the left bank, five 
ground to a depth of from one to one and and one-half miles from Kut-el-Amara."

MUST FURNISH PROOFS

Paris, Dec. 15.—The French troops, In an advance today north of 
Douaumont and between the Meuse and Woevre Rivers, captured moro 

Ï500 Prisoners and several heavy guns, according to the French 
official communication issued this evening. The advance was over a front 
of 10 kilometres and a depth , of three kilometres. The statement says :
atlnnft wr,Se2.eirali,^2yii,of arti,lery Prepar- already have passed thru our commend­
ation. we attacked the enemy to the ant s posts.
?nflU?h»tJ^aaUm0nt- between the Meuse "We have taken or destroyed numerous 

W oevre on a front of more than pieces of heavy and field artiUerv, and 
r.viivk-0me^res' ariack started at ten also a considerable quantity of material, 
o ciocK. “Notwithstanding unfavorable weather

conditions, our aviators .took a brilliant 
part in the fighting. Our success is com­
plete. The troops have given vent to 
great- enthusiasm. Our losses are slight.” 
. Belgiaij communication :

An artillery battle, which started the 
night of Dec. 14-15. has continued with 
violence in the region of Steenstraete and 
further to the north. Belgian guns of all 
calibres and trench artillery have spirit­
edly taken to task the enemy's bat­
teries.”

Plan of Central Powers to Ob­
tain Breathing Space is 

Suspected.
- pre-

Reeolutions passed pledged support to 
the government in making strong pro­
test to Germany.

London, Dec. 15i—In discussing the 
German peace proposals at a dinner 
of the Steel Smelters’ Association to­
night Arthur Henderson. " member of 
the British War Council without port­
folio, said that the government knew 
nothing concerning the text of the pro­
posals, and that Germany's motives 
must remain a matter of speculation 
for the moment.

“Froln past and recent events,” said 
Mr. Henderson, “we may anticipate 
without over assumption that any pro­
posals Germany may put forward will

BRITISH SUCCESSFULLY
RAID HUN TRENCHES

Frustrate* Attempted Hun Attacks 
—Bombard Achiet le Petit.

WILSON WILL DEFER
OFFER OF MEDIATION

“The enemy’s front broke down every­
where to a depth of about three kilome­
tres. Besides numerous treqchçe, we 
captured the Villages of Vacherauville 
and Louvemont. the farms of Cham- 
brettes and the fortified works of Harda- 
mont and Bezonvaux.

“We have taken a great many prison­
ers, whose exact number has not yet 
been determined. Seven thousand five 
hundred of them, including 200 officers,

•*

HUGE WAR ORDERS 
COMING TO CANADA

FOUR OF CREW STAND
CHANCE OF SURVIVING

Captain of Grilse Says No Doubt 
, Exists of Loss of Two Mfn.

Si 2%
He Will Forward Notes of Cen­

tral Powers Without 
Remarks.

Special Cable to The Toronto World.
London, Dec. 15.—T.he British suc­

cessfully raided the German trenches 
south of Armentieres and east of 
Vierstraat, it was announced by offi­
cial bulletin tonight. Attempted Ger­
man raids neat Les Boeufs and St. 
El ai were frustrated. The British 
artillery bombarded Achiet le Petit and 
a German railway siding south of that 
village, and the afermans'shelled British 
positions oil Observatory Ridge and 
Mont tiorrell.

has decided that the notes of the central 
Powers proposing a discussion of peace to 
the entente allies will be sent forward 
by the American Government, acting as 
Intermediary, without any accompanying 
mediation offer of its own. He has not 
determined whether any action in behalf 
of peace will be token later by the U. S. 
on its own account, but is holding himself 
in readiness to serve in any way possible 
toward bringing the warring nations to­
gether.

JJ^hite Discusses Financing on 
Big Scale With 

Bânkers.

Shelburne, N.S., Dec. 16.—Four of 
the six members of the crew of the 
Canadian torpedo boat Grilse who 
were reported lost overboard and 
drowned may be still alive.

Commander Wingate says that there 
is no doubt Wireless Operator Clem­
ents and Chief Engineer Wilkinson, 
who were injured, were lost. For 
the other four, however, Harris, Me- 
Auliffe, Ashrwin and Tremibee, there Is 
still some hope. They were all washed 
averboard at the same time, and all the 
sllip's boats went over with them. This 
was about 200 miles south of Shel­
burne, and in warm water, and it 
would be possible for them to right a 
boat and save their lives.

DUMA IS SOLIDLY 
FOR WAGING WAR

FOE WOULD PLAY ON
WAR-WEARY FEELINGSnot err on the side of magnanimity. 

They must be examined with the 
greatest possible care.

“The people of this country are pre­
pared to accept peace today as in 
August, 1914. provided that peace is 
both just and permanent. Indemnity 
for the past is not enough unless we 
have guarantees fof the future, and 
guarantees for the future are not 
chough without reparation for all Bel­
gium- France. Serbia and Poland have 
suffered.

“The peace into which we enter must 
contain guarantees for Its own dura­
tion. Germany may have such a peace 
if she furnishes us with proofs of her 
good intention. But if her present 
overtures are only pretence, and If it 
is shown she is merely arranging an 
armistice to obtyn a breathing space 
that .will furnish^ her the opportunity 
to lay fresh plans of aggression, then 
I say, whatever may be the tempta­
tion to the people of these islands, we 
must -M 
work u

British Paper; With Pacifist Lean­
ings, Urges That Fighting 

Proceed;
PUBLIC MUST SUPPORT

Total Amount Involved May 
Reach Half a Billion 

Dollars.

Resolution to Reject Peace 
Offer Passed Without 

Dissenting Vote.

BRITISH SEAPLANES
BOMB TURKISH BRIDGE

London, Dec. 15.—The New Statesman, 
which generally has pacifist leanings, dis­
cuss ee Germany’s peace proposal as “un­
likely to prove anything but an attempt 
to play on our feelings Of war weariness 
and to cozen out of us a peace now in 
place of the good peace we 
six. nine or twelve months 

The Saturday Review says that the 
German emperor appeals to a noisy, but 
not numerous faction in England, while 
the chief motive has been to placate his 
disillusioned and war-weary subjects. The 
weekly contends that entering into negoti­
ations would nwpety be offering Germany 
a much needed armistice,. but that the 
entente allies should take the opportunity 
of stating to thq world the scheme of 
peace fdr which they, are fighting.

TO AWARD CANADIANS
NEW YEAR’S HONORS

Peerage and Baronetcy Are Men­
tioned as Among Possi­

bilities.

ir Squadron Throws Explosives on 
Kule Burgas Bridge Below 

Adrianople.
miÿhi dictate, 
later.” MUST WIN DECISIVELY

:X By a Staff Reporter.
|,> Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 16.—At a meet- 
i tog of> leading bankers with the min- 
K fetor of finance here today, arrange - 
| : meats were made for financing British 
R‘ . war purchases in Canada during the 
E next year. They will probably ag­

gregate two hundred and fifty million 
$ . dollars. Canadian war expenditure 
S wtB probably amount to the same sum,

Russia Will Decline tg Enter 
Into Any 'Negotiations 

Whatever.

London, Dec- 15.—A war office 
eoimmmteatioK tonight says.

"Naval aerop’anes yesterday threw 
bombs 6n Kule Burgas bridge (over tins 
Mnritza River), south of Adrianople. 
A great weight .of bombs was dropped 
and extensive damage is believed to 
have resulted.”

Canadien Associated Press Cable.
London, Dec. 15.—A peerage to a 

Canadian resident here, a baronetcy to 
another, also to a third in Canada is 
the gossip concerning the New Year’s 
honors. Several high distinctions are 
certain for some members of the Cana­
dian military.

REMOVAL OF GREEK
SOLDIERS DEMANDED

Allies Make Specific Demands— 
Acceptance of Ultimatum 

is Reported.

\

London,
Reuter's Telegram Co. from Petrograd 
says:

Dec. 16.—A despatch lo
COMMITTED FOR TRIAL '

ON CHARGE OF BRIBERY j

ir faces like the stifel 
against hep proposals.”

you
STAFF CHIEF CONFERS

WITH LLOYD GEORGE

Premier is Weil Enough to Deal 
With Urgent Matters.

“The dunia has unanimously passed 
fur®*^UÜ0n the acawptance of
WrUe^ech^thn^nfetor*" for­
eign affairs.”
heïMü.wf th° resolut,on' M r«elv»d

Ottawa, Dec. 15.—Charles Ledoux, by tha minister of''foreign1 aVfairs!1 mianl- 
president of the Ledoux Company of f,.a categorical refusal by
Montreal, appeared in Eastview Police Dre*ent t0 cnter' un<lerCourt today to answer the charge of tiations whoever lnto any "ego-
bribery preferred against him by an “It considers that the German propos- 
emptoye of the government inspection ?” are nothing more than fresh proof of 
plant in connection with the passing of inn™?* ot tb? enemy, and a hypo- 
certain parts of auto truck. suppUsd
to the government by the defendants throw upon other, the resrq^stbUUy for 
firm. the war and for what happened during It.

Magistrate Cummings committed and to exculpate itself before public 
Ledoux fo rtrial in a higher court .55? i7„®*r™an£ .

The accused in his evidence made lhe considers that a prematureme accused, m ms evmence, ( pe.ee would not only be a brief period of
the startling assertion that he had calm, but would Involve the danger of 

i c „. r' given $160 to three government of- another bloody war and a renewal of the
LonuOll otundiird o3.yS (JCrm,ln at various timre. He said he deplorable sacrifices by the people. It

Scheme Must Be Driven W the money as n presew for ear-
VThe^rti^H«. charge preferred

aguin«t Ledoux is that he RttVc 110 of the nsplrationw wh*cli render her ro- 
to William Young, one of Lhe fore- npone'hle for the world war anti for the 
men of the plant, as a "persuader” to honors by which It has been

XZg'JZXX STuStaSTbSt PaTÏÏ™*iution adds that Germany I,
aui° » Standard reauired by the attempting at the last moment to pro-
not up to the standard required bj the by fleet,n<r terrltorlal coaqueztbe-
government tnance.tor fore revealing her domestic weoknera.

Ledou* said that an and that Germany has, failed to under­
named Gray lmd been given $100 and 8tand the ,plrlt of Rugal£u 
another named Collins, in Montreal, (£lniei§;
$50, as well ae the $10 to Young. „In this inflexible decision Russia in

in complete agreement with all her 
valiant allies. We are all equally con­
vinced of the vital necessity of carry­
ing on fhe war to a victorious end. 
and no subterfuge by our enemies will 
prevent us from following this path to 
the end.”

TWELVÇ BILLION LIRE
WAS SPENT BY ITALY

In Real Money It Means Two Bil­
lion Dollars for War in 

Year and a Half.

and as borrowing in the British mar- 
Neet to now out of thenueetien the fin­

ancing will have to foe done largely In 
[V Canada. Sir Thoe. White is optimistic 
k as to the situation, but national eoon- 
f | . omy and national savings are neces- 
I mry. -1
1 * With the co-operation of the banks 

a national savings campaign is to foe 
instituted.

Among those present wera 
Fesse, president of the bankers’ as­
sociation; Sir Frederick Wllllams- 
Taylor, John Aird, Clarence Bogert, 

« H. Richardson, G. P. Scholfisid, B. F. 
Hebden and D. M. Finnie. Previous 
war credits in Canada for Great Bri­
tain amount to $160,000,000. ^

URGE anMUMmON f
or PAPER INDUSTRY

Parts Bee. 15,-nA. despatch 
Havas Nows from Its correepon 
Piraeus, Greece, dated yesterday, says:

“The note of the allied powers to the 
Greek Government was handed this at 
ternoon to Foreign, Minister Zalacostae.

“The document says the recent events 
in Athens prove that neither King Con­
stantine nor the Greek Government has 
sufficient authority ovër the Greek army 
to prevent its becoming a menace to the 
peace and security of the allied armies 
in Macedonia. The allies arc, therefore, 
obliged, it continues, in order to pro­
tect themselves against attack, to de­
mand immediate removal of the troops 
and war material indicated in an ah-" 
nexed list. Three removals must begin 
within twenty-four hours, and all move­
ments of troops ar.d war materials to­
ward the north must be stopped, it de­
clares.

“If the government disregards the 
note, it was Informed, its refusal will be 
considered a hostile act.

“The signatories of the note, it says, 
have received orders to quit Greece in 
twenty-four houre with the personnel of 
the legations if the terms of the note 
are not formally accepted. The block­
ade will be maintained. It is declared, 
until adequate guarantees for the future 
have been given.” ’

tor ’ the 
dent at Charles Ledoux eF WojftrêraL Al­

leged to Hava Paid money to 
Government Inspectors.Publishers Consider Situation i^ 

Much in Need of Remedy. London, Dec. 15.—An official com­
munication issued this evening con­
cerning the condition cf David Lloyd 
George, the British pi^mier, says:

“The prime minister’s condition is 
improving, but. he is -not yet receiv­
ing visitors. ! The chief of the imper­
ial general rtaff, however, spent some 
time with, him this afternoon, trans­
acting urgent business."

. Washington, Dec. 15.—Publishers re-
Paris. Dec. 15.—In a statement before presenting most of the ne wspapers thru- 

the Italian Chamber of Deputies y ester- out the country passed resolutions here, 
day. as reported in a Havas despatch tonight to be presented to the federal 
from Rome, Paolo Carcano, minister of «trade commission tomorrow, asking that 
the treasury, announced that Italy spent the commission do all possible to bring 
12.000,000,000 lire, on the war between about the manufacture of an adequate 
June 30. 1915. and Nov. 30, 1916. Total supply of newsprint paper to be sold at 
expenditures in the fiscal year ended fair prices. Forty newspaper associa- 
June 30, 1916, were 10 625.000,000 lire. tions were represented.

Ordinary receipts in the fiscal year The publishers were untied in their 
were 3,734,000.000 lire. From the sale of determination that a conference called, 
bonds, 6,123.000.000 Hre was realized. This for tomorrow between the trade corn- 
left a deficit of 763.000.000 l're. The es- mission and committees of publishers, 
timated deficit for the current year end- paper brokers, and manufacturers should 
Ing June 30, 1917, Is 8,262,000 000 lire, take up, not only the question of dls- 
which, the finance minister said, must tributton, but those of prices and lu­
be provided for by credits abroad and creased production ,-s well. The con- 
the sale of bonds. ferincc «as called by the commission

Signor Carcano pointed out that the at the suggestion of manufacturers, who ; 
receipts of the last fiscal year exceeded proposed that it supervise distribution of 
estimates by 933,000.000 lire. the country’s newsprint paper supply.

The paper manufacturers In conference 
In New Yor ktoday appointed a com­
mittee to confer with the publishers here 
tomorrow. Among the Canadians on the 
committee are: G. H. Mead. . SoanWdi 
River Fulp & Paper Mills, Limited, Sault 
Ste. Marie; Alex. Smith, Abitibi Pulp & 
Paper Co.. Montreal: George Chalioon, 
«r., Laurcntlde Co., Grand Mere, Que., 
and W. J. Scanlon, Powell Paper Co., 
Vancouver.

B. L.

ALLIES ARE URGED
TO DEFINE POLICYTWO BIG LOANS.

Special to The Toronto World.
Montreal, Dec. 15.—It Is said here 

that thi government are preparing 
the way for an appeal to the banks 
of Canada to assist in financing two 
loans; the first one to enable the im­
perial! govern ment to spend another 
hundred millions of dollars in making 
further munitions for the vigorous 
prosecution of the war and a little 
later on of raising at least another 
$100,000,000 loan for the Canadian Gov­
ernment, to take care of the costs of 

", the war to date, and that the govern­
ment hope with the assistance of the 
banks to carry both of these pro- 
poeals successfully.

POPE’S PEACE PROCLAMATION.'
London, Dec. 15.;—A Zurich de­

spatch to The Tageblatt of Berlin, as 
forwarded from Copenhagen toy the 
Exchange Telegraph Company, says 
that in response to the peace note of 
the central powers to the Vatican the 
Pope in a few days will Issue a Christ­
mas proclamation to all the belliger­
ents.

From Field.

London, Dec. 15.—Definition of the 
policy of the entente ailler, in regard to 
Poland Is called for by Th<f Evening 
Standard. This newspaper says that, al- 
tho the plan of the Germans gives the 
Poles a good deal lesa than they desire, 
nevertheless, it représente a good deal 
more than they have been offered thus 
far by the other side, and continues :

“For the moment, therefore, the Ger­
mas scheme holds the field. The only 
way of driving it off the field is for the 
allies to agree upon and make known 
their own intended solution of this par­
ticular problem."______________

uccem-
CAUSE OF DISAGREEMENT.A later report says the demands havp 

been acceded to by Greece. Changes in Austrian Government Due 
to Details of New Treaty.

Flight Lieut Boyd tyuit
Return at Once to Holland Berlin, via Lonijpn, Dec. 15.—The 

Tagefolatt in discussing the change in 
the .Austrian Government, comes to 
the conclusion that the tall of the min­
istry of Dr. von Koerfoer was due to 
a disagreement over the Ausgieich 
(an agreement between Austria and 
Hungary signed in 1907. concerning 
commercial and customs relations.) 
The newspaper says 
Spktamueller, who has been asked to 
form a new ministry, as minister of 
commerce in the tiittuergkh Cabinet 
worked out the details of a new 
Ausgieich which Dr. von Koehber re­
garded as too favorable to Hungary 
and hence excluded him from 
cabinet.

It con-

Flight-Lleut. J. Errol Boyd, R.N., 
son of J. Tower Boyd of 121 Bedford 
road, received a cable yesterday from 
the Dutch Government, calling" upon 
him to return immediately to '’resume 
internment in Holland. Flight-Lieut. 
Boyd, who landed .upon Dutch terri­
tory after making a flight over the 
German lines, was given leave of ab­
sence to visit his home last sum­
mer.

REPARATION FOR PEACE
ALLIES MUST DEMAND Canadian Organizations m

New York to AmalgamateKelly to Serve Prison Term
Doherty Déclinés to IntervenePeople of Germany and Dupes 

Should Know Allies’ Demands. New York, Dec. 16.—The amalgama­
tion of all Canadian organizations in 
New York into the Canadian Club of 
New York is about to consummated. 
It is expected that the combined or­
ganization will have 1000 members. A 
clubhouse in New York which will 
serve as on "embassy for Canada in the 
city le planned.

At a email private dinner party held 
at the Lotos Club a few weeks ago the 
plans were started.

The Canadian Club of New York will 
entertain Sir Sam Hughes at a dinner 
at the Hotel Biltmore on Jan. 8.

that Alexander
Winnipeg, Dec. 15.—Thomas Kelly’s 

petition for a new trial, addressed to 
Minister of Justice J. C. Doherty, has 
been met with a denial.

E. Anderson, K.C., sensior counsel 
received a reply from

London, Dec. 15.—The Evening Star 
sa vs that if Germany is ready to render 
adequate reparation she can have peace, 
and continues :

“We agree that the German overtures 
must not be dismissed as a mere trick 
or a trap. Candor is demanded by our 
soldiers in the trerches, by their rela­
tives in the home and by the nations 
Who are pouring out their labor, their 
life and their wealth. *

"There is nothing to lose by fearless 
frankness and there is everything to be 
gained. Let the people of Germany and 
her allies know what they are asked to 
give to this groaning Europe of ours. 
Reparation is a word that can be defined 
and security is a word that can be de­
fined Sooner or later these words must 
be defined. Why not face the music 
now?”

War Council for Home Affairs 
Is Suggested by Lord Hythe

NO MIDNIGHT MASSES.

Paris Recognizes Need of Economy in 
Fuel.

for Kelly, has 
the minister, which, in effect, says that 
minister has no authority to interfere 
in the matter on the strength of the 
petition, as presented, and that, there­
fore, he can take no action upon it

London. Dec.- 15.—Lord Hythe write* 
The Times suggesting that the new 
war council be a cabinet for homo af­
fairs. If there is an evolution on thrèo 
lines a beginning will have.been mfi/i'i 
In the direction of separating linpérihl 
and domestic Interests, and the pos­
sibility presents Itself of giving the 
overseas dominions a voice In the 
councils of the empire with Justice af­
ter the way they have assisted in the 
war.

the

$ WAR SUMMARY r
LIBERAL OPPOSES LIBERAL.Paris, Dec. 15.—There will be no 

midnight masses in Paris on Christ­
mas Eve, Cardinal Amette, Archbishop 
of Paris, has so decided.

The holiday services will take place 
wholly In daylight in order to econo­
mize in lighting and fuel.

Peculiar Contest Will Take Place in 
Vancouver.

"Vancouver, B.C., Dec. 15.—Donald S. 
McTaggart, a barrister of Vancouver, 
president of Ward One Liberal Asso­
ciation, and a former president of the 
Central Association, will be nominat­
ed on Saturday in the bye-election in 
which Hon. M. A. MacDonald, the new 
attorney-general, is seeking return, 
after being tiRen • into the cabinet. 
There will be no Conservative in the 
field, the opposition having decided to 
support McTaggart, who is being nom­
inated by the so-called purity squad 
of the Liberal party.

TO DISCUSS FOREIGN SITUATION,

Copenhagen, Dec, 15, via London— 
The Berlin Lokal Anzeiger says it 
learns that Major Ernst Bassermann, 
of the National Liberals in ttil relch- 
stag, has proposed a meeting of the 
reiebstag finance committee In order 
to discuss the foreign political situa­
tion.
tached to the proposed meeting, which 
is to be secret, the newspaper adds.

Hero of Beacourt Has Been
Given the Victoria CrossOpening their winter campaign, the 

French won an important victory before 
Verdun yesterday when they smashed 
the German lines to a depth of two miles 
on a six and a quarter mile front, be­
tween the Meuse and the Woevre Rivers 
snd noitli of Douaumont. In their pro • 

i gress they captured Vacherauville and 
Louvemont Villages, the fortified Cham- 
brette Fswôn, and the works of Hardau- 
mont andXBezonvaux. They took à 
great but ximletermined number of 
prisoners, of «(hom 7500 have been 

‘ counted; they took or destroyed num­
erous pieces' of heavy and field artillery. 
Their success is complete, their losses 
slight. The significance of thto new 
success in that the allies have evolved 
from the study of the Somme operations 
a new system of attack. This method 
renders trenches and barbed wire use­
less to stop an advance. If the French 
have enough shells they will probably 
advance and besiege Metz forthwith.

The British have just opened their 
Mesopotamia campaign with a success­
ful advance. Marching south of the 
Tigris, they forced the passage of the 
Hai River and advanced beyond to a 
depth of a mile to a mile and a half. 
They then took Kali Haji Kahan, two and 
a half miles from Kut-el Amara, on which 
they are converging. They are also 
bombarding the Turks at Sannaiyat, on 
the left bank of the Tigris. The move­
ment is the beginning of the march or 
Bagdad, the Asiatic capital of Turkey.

As the Rumanians are still without 
adequate munitions they have to con­
tinue their retreat east of Buzeu. This 
town has fallen to the enemy. A* a 
force without ammunition is not a fight­
ing force, it is idle to speculate as to 
when and where the Rumanians will 
gtand.

Germans Bring Into Court
Claim for Steamer Appam

London, Dec. 15.—King George has 
conferred the V.C. on Lieut.-Com­
mander Bernard Cecil Frey berg.

' ;
Lieut.-Commander Frey berg headed 

the naval battalion, which on Nov. 
13, captured the Village of Beaucourt, 
north of the Ancre River in France. 
He is 27 years old and served with 
distinction on the Gallipoli peninsula.

INCREASE FREIGHT RATE8.
Copenhagen, Dec. 15, via London.— 

According to a despatch from Malmoe. 
Sweden, to The National Tidende, a 
decision to increase freight rates to 
America by 75 per cent, has been 
reached at a conference in Gothenburg 
of representatives of the Scandina­
vian-American Line, the Danish Unit­
ed Steamship Company, the Norwe­
gian-Mexico
American-Mexico Line and the larg­
est Scandinavian exporters.

TO RELIEVÊ CAR SHORTAGE.
Washington. Dec. 15.—Drastic regu­

lations adopted by the railroads went 
into effect today with the approval of 
the interstate commerce commission, 
as emergency measures to relieve the 
shortage of freight cars which for 
months has been a brake on the coun­
try’s commerce and affected the high 
cost of living,

flour is reduced.

Calgary, Alb., Dec. 15.—Flour prices 
were reduced by wholesalers in Calgary 
yesterday by forty cents a barrel. This 
brings the wholesale price down to $9.59 
per barrel. RoHed oats also came down 
a notch, dropping fifteen cents on an 
eighty pound sack. The quotation is now 
$3.55. ________

NO ELECTIONS NECESSARY, i
London, Dec. 15., 2.16 p.m..—The

house of commons today passed the 
third reading of the bill making it 
unnecessary for the new ministers al­
ready members of the house, of com­
mons to seek re-election.

FAVOR SALE OF ISLA’NDS.
Copenhagen, Dec.. 15, via London.— 

The plebiscite held yesterday on the 
question of the sale of the Danish 
West Indies to the U. S. resulted in 
283.000 votes being cast in favor of 
the sale and 157,000 against such 
action.

1 ALL IN QOOD TIME.Dec. 15.— GermanWashington, . .
claimants to ownership of the steamer 
Appam, brought into Newport Nows 
by a German prize crew, filed their 
brief in the- supreme court today, con­
tending that under the Prusslan-Am- 
erican treaty the vessel became Ger­
man property, entitled to asylum In 
American waters, when she was cap­
tured from her British master. Argu­
ments will be heard January 8.

FRENCH PROHIBITION
TO HURT HOTEL TRADE

Republic Demands Spirits for Man­
ufacture of Munitions.

Terms on Which Allies Will Talk Peace, 
in Due Course.

London, Dec. 15.—In The Globe today 
there Is a long editorial In regard to re­
ports from neutral capitals of anxiety on 
the part of the German people for peace, 
and threats of some German newspapers 
that unless the peace proposal of the 
central powers Is accepted t libre will be 
more ruthless prosecution of the war. 
Commenting on these reports. The Globe 
says ':

Paris, Dec. 15.—The decision of the 
government to prohibit the consump­
tion during the remainder of the war 
of alcoholic beverages with the excep­
tions of wines and beer, has caused 
consideration in the liquor trade, altho 
it Is but th logical culmination of a 
series of restrictive measures which 

been taken since the outbreak

Reparation for Atrocities
Is Vital in Peace Terms

All in good time the terms of the 
allies will foe set forth, but the statement 
will not be hastened an hour either by 
protestations of love for peace or by 
threats.’’ * - »London. Dec. 16.—The Spectator leads 

Its discussion of peace with this quota­
tion from Lincoln: “We accepted 
war for an object, a worthy object, and 
the war will end when that oMect Is 
attained. Under God I hope it never wiU 
end until that time.”

The Spectator says the allies must in­
sist on full reparation for every atrocity 
committed by Germany and her allies.

have
of hostilities, such as the suppression 
of absinthe in March, 1915, the doubling 
of the tax on spirits last June and the 
granting to private individuals of the 
privilege of distilling spirite from the 
produce of their own lands. The 
alcohol wiU be used In making muni­
tions.

this SATURDAY AT DINEEN’S.

Store open 
day night and extra salespeople en­
gaged to give prompt attention to pat­
rons. It le the time of the year for win­
ter hats and Christmas furs for men, 
and Dineen's are all set tor the occa­
sion. The Christy English hard and 
soft felts ate In conspicuous display. 
In the department of furs a wide range 
of fur-lined and fur coats, collars, 
gauntlets and caps. Dineen's, 149 
Yonge street.

the Swedish-Line.The utmost importance is at-

until 10 o’clock Satuv-

DEMAND TO KNOW TERMS.

Amsterdam. Dec. 15, via London,—
«The Budapest newspaper Pesti-Ahiriap,

ssjzix mat.
Karolyi will demand that an announce- B c Dee. 15—c. f. Nefeon’s
ment be made of the peace terms of -fj^ty’ of one over William Hunter, 
the central powers, and that an inter- conservative, in Slocan. is confirmed by a 
Deflation to that effect will be intro- decision «town, yesterday to - the recount 

- m the Hungarian. Portement Nelson is the Liberal candidate.

DUTCH TO FLOAT LOAN.

The Hague, Netherlands, Dec. 16, via 
London, 3.15. p.m.—The first chamber 
of the Netherlands Parliament today- 
passed the bill authorizing the issue of 
a state 'loan of 126,000,000 florin® at 
4 per cent.

CROP AVERAGE ENLARGED.
Ottawa. Dec. 15—Census of grain 

acreage in the three prairie provinces In­
dicates a great increase in productive 
are* The total for wheat, barley, oats, 
rye and flax grew from 8,049,961 acres in 
006 to 22,814,691 in 1919. " t ~ ~
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