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chiefs of the tribes, the kings of the Germans, and
finally the emperors were all elective. The di-

vine right of kings is a purely modern develop-
ment. The descendants of these German tribes
in England, elected their king in the days of Wil-
liam the Conqueror even, and as late as 1689 the
Commons of England voted that King James had
abdicated, and thai, the throne was vacant!
The so-called mayors of the palace, who be-

came kings, were in their day representatives of
the landholders, delegates of the people, who ad-
vised the king and aided in commanding the
armies. These hereditary mayors of the palace
drifted into ever greater and greater control, un-
til they became hereditary kings. The title was
only hereditary, however, because it was conven-
ient that one man of experience in an oflSce should
be succeeded by another educated to, and fa-

miliar with, the same experiences and duties,

and this system of heredity continues down to
this day in business, and in many professions, and
so long as there is freedom to oust the incompe-
tent, it is a good system. There can never be
any real progress until the sons take over the
accumulated wisdom and experience of the
fathers; if this is not done, then each one must
begin for himself all over again. The hereditary
principle is sound enough, so long as there is
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