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Here we

'found Wiborj,' waiting: for us under a

shelter made of trees, and presently the
Indian who was carryiiij,' our tent came
aloniu,^ ami we proceeded to make our-

selves as comfortable as jiossible, after

some time spent in settlin^r atTairs with
our packers. The endurance of these
people is shown by the fact th.at they
made this very fatij^uinjr trip, witli loads

averajfinjf over a hundred ])ounds each,

in the same time as ourselves who car-

ried little or nothing;-.

These Indians all have some Enj^lish

natne, which they have <^<.A from the

inissi'jn, where they hanjf arouiul when
there is anythinj^ to be jjfot by it. I find

in m) notes " Tom " credite<^ with car-

ryiu},' one hundred and ten pounds of

meat and "Jim" witl. ne hundred and
sixty-one pounds of sundries. Tom's
orijfinal name was Kuk-shon, and he
claimed to be a chief of the interior, or
Stick, Indians. He spent his spare time
during the short space of my ac([uaint-

ance with him in daubinjj vermilion
around his left eye. IJefc^re startinj^

across the pass he painted the rest of

his face black with soot and j^reasc, but
carefully left the red around his eye

;

and this ornamentation, tojjcther with a
smile, which I think he meant to be en-
gaging, and which he offered on all oc-

casions as a substitute for conversation,
made him a particularly villainous-look-

ing personai,e. Among the packers
were also a number of women. These
were mostly ugly old hag.s, and many of

them plainly suffered greatly from
fatigue

; yet their patient endurance
was remarkable. It seems to fall to the
lot of the old women, among these
people, to do the hardest work ; but
men, women and children are schooled
to carrj' heavy burdens. We met on
the trail a whole family packing, carry-
ing out a S(jrt of contract with some of

the miners. The man carried one hun-
dred and iwenty-seven jKiunds, a boy of

thirteen carried one hundred pt)unds,

and the scpiaw and little girls had heavy
loads. Even the dog, about the size of

a srtt"' carried forty ]JOunds, with which
he w. .ia'cd along patiently enough.

vVe h:id some very slight perplexity
ill setUiKg accounts. One woman, who
started .n-ross the pass as Jenny, turned
up r.d S.illy at Lake Linderman, having
evidently made up her mind to change
her name on the way ; and as she under-
stood no word of English we had a

momentary ditVuulty in identifying her.

She and her frieiuls seemed to have
some inkliii ' ')f political principles, for

they all wanted to be jiaid in silver, and
distrusted gold, v/liile it was with dif-

liculty that tliey could be induced to ac-
cept bills. Nearly all of these people
on ijcing jiaid star'teil immediately back
over the trail, without resting, intending
to travel all night, and be in Sheep
Camp in the morning; anil th fter

they had already been twenty ur
hours on the road.

Wiborg had succeeded in obt.lining
for us a iioat already built, w'l .-h sa^ "d
a great deal of time, as it l. ik.es about
two weeks to whi])saw lumber and bviild

a boat, as minc-s usually ilo.

The ne.xt morning, therefore, we load-
ed our outfit and sailed down Lake Lin-
derman with a fair wind. Tlie boat >vas

a small, double - ender, flat - bottomed
craft, fifteen feet or so in length, and
oi)cn to sun ami rain alike. For a sail

we used our tent-tly, an article which
was put to many important uses in the
course of our trip, but never to that for

which it was originally intended.
De Windt's party followed us in a

similar boat ; and with De Windt came
the priest whom we had encountered on
the Scrambler—a genial and cultured
gentleman, whose light heart kept him
from being long affected by the jihys-

ical discomforts we were all obliged to

undergo. To complete the flotilla, there
was a small scow, of rather shaky con-
struction, which had just been com-
pleted by a parly bound for the .i\nieri-

can mining camp of Circle City ; this

party was remarkable for containing
one of the fair sex, who seemed as well
fitted as the men to make the journey
successfully. In after days we met the

l)arty re])eatedly as we all floated down
the river, the lady always sitting in the
front of the scow and six or seven men
behind, all wearing flowing veils as de-

fence against the niosciuitoes, and wav-
ing branches for the .same purpo.se; and
we likened her to Cleopatra, in her
barge. Just after starting. Cooper, a
frontier.sman who was with De Windt's
l)arty, sigliteil a iiKnintain-goat close to

the sliore, and shot at it, but failed to

iiring it down.
The lake down which we sailed is only

a few miles long ; at its foot it connects
with a larger body of water, called Lake
Bennett, by a short but rapid and danger-


