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thrM canturiM ago, rccalli miim o( tht moit attractivt

pagaa o( hUtory. Itt annali arc rich in (catt of arma, in

tha achievamenu of mititary hcroca, and in tlia self-aacri-

fie* of devoted nwn and woman. Within tha rampartt of

Quebec, projecta were conceived for the conqueat and

civilisation of a continent.

For many gencrationa after the discovery of Canada

by the French, the stronghold of Quebec waa cerUinly

the focus of miliury and intellectual activity. If, how-

ever, we examine its condition from the standpoint of

the present day ; if we carry our menul vision through

the long vista of a hundred and fifty years which have

intervened, the perspective of so many generations

makes manifest that an element eaaential to permanency

was wanting, that the masses were entire strangera to

constitutional freedom, and that the people had little

voice =n regard to their own destiny.

In ihe middle of the eighteenth century, the " Great

Commoner," William PiU, with far-reaching and wise

prescience, breathed his lofty spirit into the nation he

served, and by his advocacy of popular liberty, by sanc-

tioning the initiation of Parliamentary Government in

territory now within the Dominion of Canada, he
appealed to the higher sentiments of man in every por-

tion of the world. As already stated, it was in 1758 that

a small Parliament of elected representatives of the

people was esublished in Halifax, on the model of the

English House of Commons, and that it met for the

first time on October and of that year. The recorda of

this Parliamentary Assembly have been preserved from

the day on which it elected iu first Spcalcer and was for-

mally opened by the Governor, iip to the present time.

It has assembled yearly during the last one hundred and

fifty years. Since the germ of Representative Govern-

ment was planted in Halifax in 1758, there have been

developed nine provincial anc one federal legislatures in
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