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the whole successfully held its ground. If the

Church of England perishes, it will not be, as might

have been the case forty years ago, for want of a

thoroughly reasonable and philosophical vindication

of the principles of a National Church. The good

relations between Churchmen and Nonconformists,

though they have lost much, have also gained much.

The admission of the Dissenters to the universities,

their association with the revision of the translation

of the Bible, are points which, once achieved, will

not be surrendered.

(3.) Our dogmatical expositions have undergone a

modification so extensive, as that probably no treatise

on any of them would now be written with the

phraseology current forty years ago. The doctrine of

the Atonement v/ill never again appear in the crude

form common both in Protestant and Roman Catholic

churches in former times. The doctrine of the more

merciful view of future punishment, and of the hope

of a universal restitution, has been gradually ad-

vancing, and the darker view gradually receding. The

doctrine of the Trinity has been more and more

resolved into its Biblical character; the Athanasian

creed, by half of the English clergy has been con-

demned, and by the Irish Church has been silenced

;


