
the Crown Lnnda Dopurtrnont hml no o.stiiniito of its own as rcHpcctn

thin parr of our tirritory. Tlui ollicirn of tli«i (Icpnrbruciit (>htiiiuit(><l tho

ruiiuiindtT of tl)o r.;),llO Ri|uan! uiilrs th(>n unliconHiMl hh contHinin;, on
uii av«rft>?o a million f«'nt to t.lic H((\iiirH rnili-. 'I'h«> dmis payal im to

tln! Provinco in ifn|)'otof this i|i':iiilitv of tiinJu-r, as oatiniatcd by Mr.

Dennis and Crown Landa otUcurs would l)e .S"iO.U (),()')(), and, assinninj?

th<! (juantity of limhor to l»o substantially aH eHiiniatiMi, tho bonus ob-

tainaltlti lur tin* n.'J.llU scjiiaro miles will be i^7f),Ct\ry,i)VA), or nltout an
averaj^e of !?i.'20() ti H(|UHro milt'. Tlio bonus iadependort upon tin- cHti

mate whiih Itidders mak(< of the quantity of timber. I'bis bonus lor yet

nnliecufted tcnitory, plus the dues in respect of the whole H.'5,410 sijuare

miles of territory,licensed and unlicensed, nut ke out a total v;iliu> of .'?| :5G,-

OUr),()0().* In makin;^ the efltininte as to tliat part of the 03,410 scpiare

milef not included in Mr. l)ennis' estimat**, the ollieers of the Crown
Lands Dipartmcnt availed themselves of all the availalde information of

Burveyors, forest ratiiicrs, timber explorer.s, mininj; exploK-rs atul others,

and applif d to the area what seemed a reasonable average. The estimate

of !?l, •_'('() pel- scjuare mile seems m'/derato. The la.->t sale of timber

limits, 181)li, bro\ight an average bonus of more than three times this

amount, and the previous sale (»f 18S7 broutjht an average of more than

doublj -SI, 200. At the sale of 1892 the highest Vjonua was more than

fourteen times, namely, $l7,r»()0 per 8(|uare mile, and at tlm sale of

1887 the higliest bonus was more than five times, namely, .^0,300.

The territory so estimated is exclusive of so much of the territory

north of the 4Sth parellel of latitude as lies east of the territory formerly

in dispute with Manitoba. This r.nestiinated territory contains 89,000
square miles, and there is some timber on it, hut (as the return sates)

•'no such exploration or examination has been made by anyl)o ly as

wo\Ud warrant the formation of any opinion as to what it would pro-

dJbe." The otlicer.^' entimate, therefore, leaves it out of account alto-

gether.

With regard to the e.stimate of Mr. Dennis and our ollieer.'^, some de-

ductions havii t ) be allowed. S des have since taken place, there have
been tires, a'ld some timber has been cut. The sales since the estimate

have been of about l.TiOO miles (l,4f)'^), the bonuses obtained for which
amounted to about .$1,000,000 (A.3,98;i,.'i()8). This should be deducted
from the estimate. Our opponents may also (when brought to close

quarters) repudiate the estimate of tiw Dominion oflicer in respect of

that part of the territory which has not been verified by other evi-

dence. To avoid all possible controvj'rsy, I am content for my present pur-

pose to set down our ve^ unlicensed territory, the 0:^,410 squaio miles,

and the 89,000 together (if you like) at .$30,000,000 —a sum of less than
hall what ali the facts in our possession v/ould indicate to be thii correct

sum. If the territory is put into the market from time to time in

future years as occasion may require and not otherwise, and with the

same prudence as to time and mode of sale as in the case of the sales

already made, it is a most reasonable expectation that at least fifty mil-

lions may be calculated upon from this source, with an addition more
than equal to the interest from 1887 until the time of sale. The {)rice8

have V)een steadily rising hitherto, and in the judgment of experts are

more likely to rise beyond present jirices than to fall below them. The
Opposition say so also ; they argue that because prices are sure to rise

we should not sell our timber territory at all, wliatever their party dm^s

at Ottawa, and whatever the same pressure would make them do at, To-

ronto if, unfortunately, they should obtain power at Toronto as well

as at Ottawa.

*See note at foot of last page.


