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The Hon. Ciiarle) Sumner, United Stutcii

Senator from Massachusetts, says in reference to

this road

:

" I cannot ilouht Hint the mnlcrial ndvnntiiges, at least to

the eommiinily, from such aveinies nfi'iimmiiiiiciuion, will
he in entire liiiriiiony with the iirealness of the design. The
Erodileer, llie ninnulucturer, niiil the eonsiiinrr, will all be
roilght nearer louellier; intercourse of all kinds will be

promoted; commerce will be ipiicki'iied ; mnrkels will lie

3
Hilled ; property, wtterevcr loiichi'd by tliese lines, will be
langcij, as by a divining rod, into new values; nnd the

grcai current of travel, like tlial strenm in classic fable, or
one of the rivers of California, will till its channels with
golden sands."

This enterprise, says the Hon. Edward Ever-
BTT

—

" Will he, when canicd into effect, of very great utility

to the American continent, niiil will alliinl theuKist import-
ant facilities to I'le coiiimircial ami social intercourse of
tlic Llnilcd ••'latBs of America and Kurope." * * *

"I have long looked forward to the commencement of this

great enterprise, and 1 rejoice to aec the muvenicnt ma-
king."

The President of the United States writes to the

Portland Convention, as follows:
" Feeling, as I do, a deep interest in all subjecla of inter-

nal iniprovemiMit, which ar<! calculated to develop the re-

sources and lulvancc the great interests of the country, I

trust that ynur proposed conveiitiun may bo productive of
the most happy results, and that, tlirough it, another link

may be added to the chain which is binding more closely

Iba great commercial interesisof this country and Europe.

"

Mr. Chairman, this road will be a portion of
the grand trunk railway that is to span the conti-

nent; it will be a link in the vast chain, of which
Uie Missouri road may form a pnrt, which is to

be stretched from Halifax to San Francisco. This
mighty work is fragmentary and incomplete, until

the European and Korth American road is built.

The convenience, the interest, the necessities of
the country demand, nnd will compel its con.struc-

tion by the funds of the Government, if it cannot
be built without. As well may you think of send-
ing the mails from Washington to St. Louis by
way of Boston, as believe that tne country will be
•atisfied to send them to London 'by the present
route, when they can be carried by another in

two thirds of the time. In a case of the maijnitude
of this, the possible is the determining considera-
tion, it is the peculiar strength of this plan that

it cannot be partial in its benefits. Louisiana,
Missouri, Georgia, and Illinois, with their vast

products, will derive as mucn advantage from it

aa Maine. It will bring them nearer to the mar-
kets of the Old World.
For these reasons we ask, respectfully, but with

oonfidence, for a grarii of the lands of the United
States, in which Maine has an interest in common
with all the States, for the benefit of all. We ask
it on national grounds. We may place our re-

quest on considerations which can apply to no
otlier State, and be invoked in behalf of no other
public work of the kind.

But, sir, there is another consideration which
I desire to address,to the House in behulf of thi.s

petition. It grows out of the relationa of Maine
to the General Government, in connection with the

northeastern boundary question. The title of
aine to the territory she oluii.ied was clear and
iquestiiiiialile, and had so been regarded nnd

I'onounced by the General Government. Great
1 'itain was extremely desirous of possessing that

;
irtion of our State lying north and east of the

1 ver St. John, and would probably never have
msented to any arrangement which should not

': ive embraced the cession of that territory to her;

regarding it, as she did, of great importance as

aliording a means of direct (omniunicntion between
her upper iiiul lower Provinces. Well, Nir, this

' Government wiis anxious to have tlie que.slion

,
settled. It will be remembered timt the coniiner-

cial anil exporting sections of the ciuiiilry were
exceedingly ensilive on the snlijcct. In fnrt,

jl Maine was pressed from all (|uarlerH to acquiescjj

ll
in the terms that were proposed t<i lier in 1H4'2;

;|
she did aciiuiesce, and the treaty of Wu-shiiifjlon

' was coni'liiiled, and all the tniublesoiue qiiesiions

!i between these countries were |)Uliitrc.st. House's

li Point was ceded to the United States, and other

1 advuiUuges secured. Hut Maine gave up between
->,UUO,aOO and 3,0()0,0()0 acres of her laiuln for the

;

.Ninall Slim of ^ISO.UOU—a territory wnrth, in the

I
products of the forest alone, oh experience hae

J
proved, much more than that amount. She felt al

''; the time the inadeinuicy of the sum paid to her;

but she was not unmindful of the importance of
the treaty to the country, and fully appreciated

the reasons ofa nntinniil cliiiracter which iiilluenced

the distinguished Secretary of Stale to desire to

effect, if possible, an adjustment of the delicate end
embarrassing questions which had so lonn^ threat-

ened to disturb the peace of the country; and in a
spirit of sacrifice and jiatriotic regard for the in-

terests and wishes of the other Stales, which did

her infinite honor, she yielded her consent to the

dismemberment of her territory. And now tha»

she asks of the General Government, in aid of a
work within her limits,but of general convenience
and importance, a grant of hind less in quantity
and value than she has ceded at the instance of
the Government, and for the benefit of the coun-
try, she feels that her prayer will not be looked
upon with less favor, to say the least, when pre-

sented in connection with the facts which 1 have
stated.

But, Mr. ChairiTian, it would be unjust to the

old States, not to urge this claim upon grounde
common to them all. As it is ipiite prolinlile that

these lands are to be given, in greater or less quan-
tities, to the Slates in which they lie, I have in-

quired for the reasons which should limit the
grants to them alone. The deeds of cession from
Virginia and other States, authorize no such dis-

tinction; and certainly it cannot be supposed to

exist where the lands have been obtained by con-

j

quest or purchase from other Governments. I do
not propose to argue here the general question of
the distribution of the public lands among the
States, It would be a work of supererogation,
after all that has been said in Congress upon the
subject, during the la.st twenty year^. These dis-

cussions have shown, conclusively, that the lands
are held in trust for the States. They were ac-

quired by the lelood and treasure of the old States,

while yet many of those in which they lie were
not even in the cradle of iheir existence. And
are the States, by whose treasure and whose valor
they were obtained, to be told now that they are
none of theirs? Arc they to be delayed and post-

poned in their petitions and reijuesls for some
share of them, till the new States shall become
strong enough to star.d up, nnd bolilly avow their

determination to be governed, in the (lisposition of
them, by the "simple rule'" of Rob Roy

—

-the good old plan.
That they shmild take wlio have the power.
And tliey should keep who can .'"


