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fitloni taken by the committee of the legidature, (though triken ?« />»,//, and under a'-'
(Irong bias of party) do not contain much clear evidence of fraud.

It is alfo iaid by the purchafers that even if there had b<-en fraud, and that fraud
might be alleged to deftroy the title «f the original purchafers who were priv\* to it

•

vet that innocent pcrfons havin» parchafed, utterly unacquainted with the fa>fts, and*
jiving in remote parts of the United States, their title couid never be controverted ;—p

:

that it was enough for tfcem-to know that a legiftatire adk, granting ihe lands, had palT-

ed ; and that they were ignorant of any fraudulent practices.

With regard to the allegation in the repealing acfl of Georgia, that the fales were"
ajainft the conftitution of the United States, and that of Georgia, it does not appear
to have been treated as having any folid foundation ; it has been called a naked affcrr

tion without any reafoning to Itopport it. It has been fai^ that every State in the U«
nion, having unappropriated lands, has difpofed of them through the medium of leglf-'

lative aits, and their validity has never been queftlonedi though there is no pecubar
difference in this rcfpedl between the conftitution of Georgia and thole of the other
States. In fliort, it fcems to be generally agreed among the informed part of the com-
muaity, that, (Whether Georgia had caufeof complaint on account of uniairncfs in the
feles, cr not, the repealinglaw muft be confidered as a " contravention of the firft prin^
fiples of tiatural juftice and fociiil policy,"* and void.

II. The claim of the United States dcferves more particular attention. Various
grounds have been taken to fupport this. It has been intimated, rather than aflerted,

in a Report of the Committee of the Senate of the United States,;- that by the proc-
lamation of *fce Britifli King, of OcT:. 7, 1763, all lands lying weft of the heads of
the rivers v/hich fall into the Atlantic Ocean, were taken f'om the colonies, and far

remained until American Independence, and then became *hc property of the aggr<*>

gate body policic of the United States, as they were not withiu the iimits of any par^.
'

ticular States.

This, it is faid by the purchalcrs, is bold ground, and is oppofed not only to aVl the
meafuresand opinions in Britain and America, while we were colonies, but alfo to the
whole courfe of arrangements fince our independence. It proves too much to prove
any thing. The argument deftroys itfelf ; for if this be true, ull the lands ceded to tiie

United States by Carolina, Virginia, and every other Stn » ceding wcftcrn lands, belon;;-

td to the United States without ceirion. Some of the eft counties of Virginia non',

belong to them ; the Conncdlicut Referved Land, is theirs ; rfae whole States of Ken-
tucky and Tcnncflee are theirs : The ^onfequcnccf , fay they, are too wild to fuffer the
principle to be admitted. Nor do the words of the proclamation warrant the con-
ftrudtion. The Governors of the colonies arc thereby only forbiddec, "/or the prif~

tnt, and uniH the King's further pleafure fiould ieincit'ii, to grant warrants of furvey, or

pafs patents for thofc Iands."t—And the reafon is given in the Proclamation, viz. That
the feveral tribes of Indians living under the king's protetSiion, " Hiould not be moleft-

ed or difturbfd in the poflTcirion of their hunting grounds." Inftead of a permanent al-

teration of the boundaries of the colonics, a temporary prohibition to the (Joveroov*

to grant thofe weftern lands, is alone to I>e found in the Proclamation ; and the objecT:,

viz. peace with, and juftice towards, the Indians, required no more. And another fadt

fecmstoput this matter naft all doubt ; the: boundaries of the colonics, as cxprefled in

thr commi^ions of the feveral Governors, were uniformly the fame after the proclama*
tion as before.

Otivrs.ia fupport of the c'aim of tl-r United States, iiavefaid, that \\\c original char-

ter of Georgia did not iocludc the laud'; lying fouth of a linr projeClccJ due weft from
the hea<S of tlw moft fouthtrn ftrcam of t\-n- Alatamaha river ;- -that this ftream is the

.OakmiilgC'- river, and that its moft fouthero head is probably about bt. 51 ^O N. It

is further (m^ 'hat no adt of the Britilli government ever enlarged the colony beyond
its original ch .rtrrcd limits, except the Procl.amntion of 7»h Oil. 1763 ; and that this

r.nnexcs the lands hctwcer the Alatamaha and b't. Mary, no further weft than their

heads ;—therefore it is .ondudfd that the whole weftern courvfry claimed by Georgia,

fxccpt fo much th'-reot ,»« lit^ north of a due wcfi. line fror^ the head of the OakmiiU
(fee, never w a^, within the rnWw of Georgia.

To this ir is anfwered, by n.- ^dnx^ates lor the title of Georgii, that the charter of

Carolina, granted in 166?. fxtLudcH th-t ei>loiiy as fa'- louth as the ,uft degree of N.

Lit. and as t,ir weif as the WtfternOct < —That after the divifion of C.irolinahitotv.o

.f-olonies, S. tJaroll.iahad the fame fouthi rii and wcftern limits.— i'hat ihi' furrender of

the cfcarter by the prr-prictors of t'arolina.only rcftorcd t\\c/>ro/r,rty to the crowii, I>ut

did

# See " The csfc if *hp Georgia fale-; nn the Miniricri. confidcrcil" by .Mr, Uirj-er. A9d Mr, lUmJl-
tsifi opinion on thi- calc, jirlnteil at tin; dolV of thiN p.i'Tio'iii't. '"

J^
Si"' thi-; jirlntcd rcjiort. } ice the prQc!»m»tioD.


