
UiM, (now called "'"cky mountain*,) ihall, logether\flth

it< harbor), liaj t, ui.. r«eka, and the navigation of all riTvrs

-within thu Karnt , be fi e nnd opun for the T«rm ol ten year*

from the date of the ttignature of the present convention,

to the venirla, citi/.uni, and aubjects of the two powers; it

being well undtrktuod that thii agreemrnt ii not to becon-

trued to thtt piejiidicu of any claim which either of the two
high contractinj' partiuK may have to any part of said co>in-

try, nor ahnll it bu talien to affict tho claims of any other

power or Stattt to any part of laid country, the only ob-

ject of the hiKh cotitructini; parties, in that respect. I)eirig

to prevent disputob uivl ilitt'crHnces amuiig themselves."

This convention remained in force till it was re-

newed by tlie convention signed at London, Au-
gust 6, 16^7, which provided:

"Art. 1. All tlic provigions of the third aiticlo of the con-

vention concliuU'd between tho United StuleH of America
and his Majrsty the King of the United Kingdom of (Ireat

Britain and Irolaml, on the -iOthduyof Oct., 1818, shall be,

and they are hereby, further indefinitely extended and con-

tinued in force, in tlie same manner b« if all the (>rovi«ionB

«f the laid article were herein ipecilically recited.

"Art. a. It khall be competent, howfcver, for cither of the

contracting parties, in case either thoiild think At, at any
time after the dOth October, \»)S, on giving due notice of

twelve monthe to the other contracting party, to annul and
abrogate this convention; and it shall, in &uch case, be ac-

corUngly entirely annulled and abrogated, after the expi-

ra'ftn of the said term of notice.

"Art. 3. Nothing contained in this convention or in the

third article of the convention of the 30th October, 1B18,

hereby continued in force, shall be construed to imnair, or
in any manner affect, the claims which either of the con-
tracting parti>-s may have to any part of the country west-

ward of the Stony 'or Rocky mountains."

From 1818, up to the present time, repeated ef-

forts have been made to settle by negotiation the

dispute between the two countries in regard to this

'territory; but Great Britain has always refused to

.propose euch terms as this country could accept,

without a sacrifice of her rights. In this condition
• the question standa at the present moment; and it

might so remain, but for the change of circumstan-

ces which will in a short time render it both im-
practicable and impo.ssible. While the country

was only used for hunting, fishing, and fur-trading,

there was but little difliculty between the two gov-

ernments in relation to their conflicting claims, and
it was not indispensably necessary to adjust them.

But things have changed. Within a few years

thousands of our iniluatrioua and enterprising citi-

zens have gone with their families to that country

to engage in ngrir.nltural, mechanical, and other

pursuitB uCcivilizeil life, ai\d they are now cultiva-

ting the soil, and caniitig forthemselves permanent
l.omes, and an inheritance for their cliiUlren. Docs
any one suppose that v^c have arrived aL audi perfec-

tion in thcsci nreofgovcrnnientasto jiiaify the hope
thnl two difliiict racea of people, each governed by a

diflerent code of laws, and owing alleiriance to gov-
emments totally differing in their character, can set-

tle and occupy the same territory, and maintain

peaceable relations towards each other? Such a

nope is illusive. Why then should we indulge

further delay, when every moment we live this ques-

tion becomes more difficult to settle? When a dis-

pute arises between two neighbors m to the boun-

dary of their loi^ds, the dispute mav often be easily

. adjusted at first; but if they once drive their fence-

stakes, cut their ditches, and build their houses on
the disputed territory, a friendly settlement of the

boundary becomes almost impossible. So it will be

in regard to Oregon. This territory is now rcgard-

«d as greatly more valuable than it was in 181B;

and ifyou wait ten years longer, its estimation will

no dot(Dt be more than quadrupled. Is it not im-

portant, then, that this question should be settled

•8 early as practicable? In view of all this, 1 ask,

ia tt not our dut]|r to take such measures as will fa- 3

cilitate the decision of this question? For one, I ',

believe the country is ours to 54*^ 40', but the ex- "<

tent of our title is not the Question now under con- v

sideration; and all who believe that we have rights

in Oregon, no matter to what extent, &o they be

greater than the British government has offered to

concede, ought to vote for this measure. *
e President of the United States, ir. his annualThe

preeei sessior. ofmessage at the opening of tl e

Congress, says;

"The jxtraordiiiury and whol'j Ir.adnii«i8il;le derr.anda oi

the British govcrnmi nt, and the rejin 'ion of the propositioi.

mude in deference nlone to what hud beer, done uy my pr«-

decusfors, and the implied obligatioK which their act-

seemed to impose, uffbrd satisfactory evidence that no com
promiru which Ihi- United States ought to accept can be ef

ffcted. With this conviction, the proposition of compro
mise, which had been made and lejected, was, by my direc
tion, subsequently withdrawn, and our title to the whole
Oregon territory asserted, and, as 's believed, maintained b>
irrufragable facts and arguments.
"The civilized world will see in these proceedings a spirit

of liberal concession on the part of the United States; ai^ii

this government will be relieved from all responsibility
whicli may follow the failure to settle the controversy.
"All attempts ut compromise having failed, it becomeif^thr >

duty of t'ongress to consider what mausurea it may t>e prop
er to adopt for the security and protection of our citizen.) '

now inhabitiug, or who may hereafter inhabit Oregon, and ,

for the maintenance of our just title to that territory. In

adopting meaiures for this purpose, care ithould be takci '

that nothing be done to violate the stipulations of the con .«

vention of 18-27, which is still in force. The faith of treatiea ..

in their letter and spirit, has ever been, and, I trust, will evei
be, scrupulously observed by the United Statea. Undei
that convention, a year's notice is required to be given bt ^

either party to the other, before the joint occupancy shal! k

terminate, and before either can rightfully assart or exer ^

cise exclusive jurisdiction over any portion of the territory
This notice it would, in my judgment, be proper to give;anJ 4

I recommend that provision be mado by law for giving it ac \

cordingly, and terminating, in this manner, the conventioi
t

of the sixth of August, 1327."
,

Now, sir, in the face of these facts, can we shrinli

from giving the notice ? Some gentlemen take it foi

granted that this measure will cut off all negotiation i

but they are mistaken. It only carries out whai|
public opinion has declared, and what the true poll

cy of the country requires. I{ further negotiatioi

.

shall be necessary or proper, then this notice in ik

wise prevents it; if further negotiation is unnecessarj
or improper, it is our imperative duty to give tli

notice. Passin* tlu.s mea.iure, then, will not pre

vent our government from doing anything th;i

ouiiihtto be done, while it will untie our hands aii:

leave u.s free to pursue such measures as the intri

estsof the cnusUiy dcnuuid. In doing these thing;

we must observe our national faith, nnd violate v.

treaty .Jtipulalion. At the last session of Congre.'-t

a l.iill to oij;aiii!;e a Territorial government in Ort

gon passed tliis House by a vote of 140 to 6'
i

This bill contained a section providing for the giv
j

ing of the notice, in the following words: t

"Skc. 43. Jlndhe it further enaeltd. That the Prc'sid;'; '

of the United Slates bo, and he is hereby, required to cans
due notice to be given to the British government of the d<

sire and intention of the government of the IJiiiled States i

^

annul and abrog.ite the convention with Great Britaia rol

live to territory on the northwest coast of America, concl'
ded August 6, H27, agreeably to the provisions of the '

article Of that coLvonlion; frovidei, that nothing in th

act contained shall lo eo construed or carried into effc

by any of the officers or citizens of the United States, as :

interfere in any way with »ny right which any of the si:

jects of Great Britaia may iiave in the territory herein me
tioued. as provided (or in the convention aforesaid, until II

expiration of twelve months rtftcr notice shall be given,
above provided, bv the President of the United States."

Sir, I voted for this bill then, os did a very lars

majority of the members of the House, but it I

\%


