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:;o PROSE WHITKHS OF CAXAI>A.

l)r(»f;iiiit_v of hordcr life. Stories tliosc are —and i»()0(l stories

- Iiiil lliey are more, they ai'e tonics for eiil'eehled faitli, t'ldl

of literary viiioni- and instinct with highest truth.

'Ilie hitest (h!veh»j)nient of uuxh'rn literature is the short

story, and 1'.. \V. 'l'honii)son, now on the staff of tlie " \'onth's

( 'onij)anion "
is a master in that art. Then* are many others,

well known in the ])opnlar American magazines, among them

Dnnean ("am])l)(dl Scott, hetter known as a ])oet ; \V. A.

Fraser, and Dr. Frecliotte (whose Fi*eneh ])oetry was crowned

liy the Academy of France) who has achieveil the snceess of

wi'iting a hook of capital short stories in Knglish and so ol'

wimiing lanrels in two langnages.

i'li'nest Seton 'l'h<»nn)!?on occn|)ies a place ])y hinis(df in his

hooks •• Wild Am'mals I have K'nown," " The Sanddiill

Stag," and " The I)iogi'aj)hy of a Grizzly." 'I'he sympa'heti.

natnralist tells these stories from the animal's own pohit of

view—a metliod which imparts nnieh fresliness into tho

narration. Mr. Thompson's skill as an artist adds charm to

his l)ooks, and his wife, aceom])lishcd not only in the art of

getting np pretty l)ooks hnt also in the nneonventional art of

taking care of herself on the western prairies, has con-

trihnted another volnme, '' A AVonum Tenderfoot," to onr

open air literature. Mr. W. A. Fraser has gone further in

this direction and his " ]\rooswa and others of the Boun-

daries," makes the wild animals talk as they do in Kiplhig's

" rrungle Book." His hero is a moose whose moral character

has devcdoped beyond that of the usual run' of the Christians

who hunt and trap in the spruce forests of the up])er Atha-

basca. Our natural history is leading Ui back to Aesop and

the dawn of literature, but our wild animals have not the

keen wit and didactic brevity of the (I reek creatures. They
tend towards diffusencss and to the north-west superfluity of

expletives.

Canadian history and scenery are beginning to make their

appearance in novels by outside writers who, having no real

knowledge of either, secdv it in the i)ages of Francis Parkman


