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sters and missionaries are utterly® unable to
occupy all.  For example, how many more
labourers could find ample work in vonnection
with the DPresbyterian Churches in this
Dominion? We do not hesitate to say that
our mission stations could profitably be doubled,
ond that in some of the Provinces at least the
number of our congregations could also be
doubled. The fields are before us ; but we have
not yet the means to enable us to occupy them.
‘Were our Church financially strong enough she
might with great advantage multiply her
labourers throughout the Dominion, so that
the Gospel might be within reach of many who
now never hear the joyful sound.

But it is when we look to heathen and half-
heathen lands thet we are stertled with the
increasing opportunities presented to the
Church of Christ. There is no doubt thet the
stations in India and China, in Aftica, and in
the islands of the Pacific could be doubled in a
single year if money and en were available.
That is to say : there are spheres of labour in-
vitingly open in vast numbers. From every
mission that we read about there come appeals
for more labourers. Witness our own Trinidad
Mission, our New Hebrides Mission, and our
fields in India and China.

The tidings from the mission fields show that
past labours are bringing forth fruit, and that
God is preparing the way for a rapid extension
os Christianity, The Buddhist nunneries are
being closed in China. At least sixty thousand
people in Southern India have placed them-
selves under christian instruction during the
past year. Ten thousand Teloogoos have been
baptized. The King of Siam i3 ““almost per-
suaded” to be & Christian. He affords the
missionaries the amplest freedom for their
work. Asiatic Turkey is incressingly access.
ible ; and the demand for Christian teachers
somes from unwonted quarters. Bitter encmies
and pexsecutors are becoming trusted friends of
the missionaries.

Thus it appears that the prayers of the
Church for great success in mission work have
been remarkably answered., It has been well
asked, what will the Church do should the Lord
continue to answer our prayers ¥ Must we call
home our missionaries ¢ Must we retrench in

men and money at home and abroad ¢ Are we
really prepared for the responsibilities which
success involves § Is the present era of activity
and suceess to end in wretched collapse,—or to
serve as & step towards vastly greater victories?
The answer depends, under God, upon the
benevelence of the Christian people.

For Othus.
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W E are called upon to follow the footsteps
L of our beloved Redeemer in self-sacrifice
for the sake of others, Your neighbour is a
reckless and wicked man. He brings himsclf
and his family to want and distress. He is a
centre of moral contagion and of ruin. You, as
a Christian, must confront this evil and man.
fully undo it. You must relieve distress even
when it arises from wickedness and folly.
And as the contagion of sin spreads it must be
followed by the unfailing remedy of Divine
grace and power. A world lying in the wicked
one has the same cleims on you as it has on
the Lord Jesus. He died for the wotld,—even
for His enemies : we are called upon to give
money, thought, time, life itself if need be, for
those wko sit in the thadow of death. When
God asks us to contribute of our means for
Church purposes, or to give ourselves, or our
sons and daughters, He only asks us to follow
His own example.

You are a member of & struggling congrege-
tion. If all would do their share of work, thers
would be no difficulty in waintaining the means
of grace and meeting all reasonable demands.
But some are deing and giving beyond their
ability, while others lag lazily behind, doing
Just as little as they possibly can. Thisis very
trying to faith and patience. But after all, be
very grateful to God that He has given you
grace to be alive to your duty. Those who
neglect their duty bring leanness upon their
own souls ; they degrade and weaken themselves,
and forget to lay up trensure where moth and
rust do not corrupt, and where tkieves bresk
not through nor steal. You may feel the bur-
den now, but how blessed that weight in con-
trast with the dull and dreadful weight ef sel-
fishness and neglect which drags the miserly
soul down to perdition ! If you have grace to



