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BLAISE PASCAL.

«Blaise Pascal, one of the sublimest geniuses
‘he world ever produced, was born at Clormont.
in Auvergne, :n 1623. He nover hud any pre-
eeptor but hi- father.——So great aturn had he for
the mathematies, that he learned, or rather 1u-
vented, grometry when he was but tuelve years
old; for his father was unwidling to inttiate hun
in that scaence eacly, for fear of ts diverting hun
fror the study of the languages. At sxteen, he
= nposed a cusious mathematical picco,  Abou.

incteen, he invented his machine of anthmete
which -has been much aduured by the learned
He aterwards employed himself asaiduously
making experiments, according to the new plilo
sophy, angd particularly improved upon thoss of
Toricellius. Atthe age of twenty-four, tus nund
touk a dJifferent turn; for, all at cuce, he Lecame
asgreat a devotee as any age has ever praduced,
and gave himsclfup entirely to prayerand mosts-
fication.
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THE WOODPECKER.

The woodpecker certainly does not injure the
orest trees by boring them full of holes  Those
_rees which are in a state of decay. chiefly from
»heer old age, are the only ones which are paid
attuntion to by the woodpecker; for these are the
‘same in which itsiasect food isbred. The green
thriving trees wilt not produce it a mesl ;indeed,
itistoo knowing ever to'bother itself by alighting
on such. It knows the trees that are likely to

roduce fond sven when on the wing—an excel
Jert jndga of timber infected with the dry i,
Now this bird not only delects trees infected by
the worms, but by doing so promotes their decom
:position, and so0 succevds in clearing ¢he forest of
aacumbrances. Without this bird, the trees run-

ning (o decay, would not.moulder 8o soon, for
the rain gets into the holes wnade by the bird

Itis vary voracious, eats away the whole cay, !

and never scems to weary. Whereit findsa
fertiie scamp of worms, it will not leave it, but
continue to dig in, until it 1s buried out of sight

Often huvp‘l witnessed its greediness catsying

Wit mopeting o tece it hogs duwa the aunk
u pespendicul i bops of about tour wehes each
Tutss wanh st 1et uol a-gsted by the fonthers
otiae tal, wh ch e kopt tuened anto the tree,

mo so woll empluyed, her heatt leaped for joy,
and instaotly begged her heavenly Father o
bless the Bibla to her dear boy ; and if any stran-
ser was at bLreahlust that morning, my praises

by whnch theivatio e have ofl thar soft down sounded round the tuble; and 10 all the houses I
arthie tay warn i and the stemts lefivery vastted along with my parents, | was held up as
g They act e Siftiag props, assist s s exomple to the younger branches of the fsmily
Lid ng by tie shatp cbass of the toes, aud steady | T was gocatly murtudicd wpon one of these ored-
the bad i ats fabteus operations, whete the wons by a by bicahug vul oo fit of iAughtés
standing ground does ot affrd a platterm | when Lo hoard than o bighly  estollisg my
This bud makes two dustinet nuises with s bk, haracter, tiug, tho buy's mother put him to the
con the trees, the meanmy o which s perfectty Door, Tut bie coicd atier hiergthat T had broken
dalcrent, the ono way te calicd tapping, the ats Wallao's 2t alung with him, ond car-
olher drummnng.  ‘Luc mtcntion ofthe tapping, tad o an an -2 quantty of apples. At first
190 bore through the baik ofthe trees, wheee his azcusaton was uct credited, but theylsoon
thut bark partly adheres to the tiee;the otheripesccaned by my coautenance, that | teok guilt
13 beating or deuminng furwnsly on the hollow 'to me. O tins quesions trom all corners of the
‘baik, 8o that the msectalolund are frghtened. ‘room poured 1 upoa me—whether Dick’s
.or Jall down to where the batk adheres to the thrge was tree 2 0L was really in the gafden?
tree, where thicy ate recaived by the bid, Jvow "und so} o, As Phiew thera were more wilnesse
:lhe reasan of this is obvivua; for i it tapped o'es to tre fa tthun Dk, T durst natdeny.  This
Jle where the bark vas hullew, ot would find atfs £ thasted 10y nther’s find hoprs of ne,
‘00 insects Lehiad; they would Lear ther com "and o wplate’y dest-oyed my fume.  However,
,mon enemy and scamper off, whereasd haows it d d ne mach g ed Lsaw the evil of bad
where to fnghten, and wheie to cuteh them company, ol deteimined to associate  with
|'Tins drumming of the woudpecher has often as- such Loys no e re Neatday, when Dick call-
‘tonshed me in” the wild weads, and it costnc'e G vpon me ty acempnny bo on a fishing ex-
same considerstion to discover the cause of . ez n, Th dmy vovm door, and did not ap-
but | found that wheres ot drnmmed, there were peacsohe . ched P gnte disag o'nted.
no holes,— that theso ware jasthes duwn the tree,d Tuoy became arealor ol Lo Ls from inclina-
0 belts, wilere tho hark wasin the situatien ! tep, and derned wuch jleasure, and § thiok
have stated. ’ prabi, from the books T pecused. The Pilgrim's
The woodpe: ker is one of the most ugenious, P1H5Fe>s Wrs my favenrite hock . ! had meny
of burds; it 1s avt every hole nthe trees that n Seraes ““"'31""‘_ vhaut the Caty of D"""U"!'“"-
will build s nest i, Those standing erect,,} 0fitu talked alat st '?M_‘:_“: e cfthese times
partly remat> from the rest, very much decayved,, MY Fether exprecss d‘.‘"s feans stha lr\\ns suil
with no top branches, are sclected for the grcul;d\\cllmg in Ilhat eud? 1 XCCI‘:.lccl. of praving
purpose of breeding in. A hele 15 bored into V€TY h-:vonhylh-zt irgbt. that God would deliver
the tree, about two yards from thetop, suf ,Me out ot it and for e lovg vme atter, 1 did not
fictient to admit tho birds to their nests; and immeo- | 0rget o pray betiv morming and evemng.
diately beneath this, fur the same distance downl Twas now anivcd at oo toddfth years and
the tree, 1t 15 picked into an mverted curve all though 1 sicernd jrcuy dent ol vicious snd
around, the top of the trce rese mbling a sand swearn s tiniitug 3o the Juve of 5.0 and fCNy
glass: this is dene m order to prevent the squir remaw. o on o' dad o s, heat. T was only
rels from visiting them.  ‘T'li.s quadivped seldomprevented fivrn ot g il fields unthe S3b-
runs up trees winch are m a state of rottenness, Lath dav by the podiiiien o0y pironts, oot
however, when it does, this ingeaous curve puts by the Juws o flearen, After sotuamnp from
an end to the ascent, as past that itus perfectly [chureir, o duaai oh with a wahol ¢ye
unable to go. It claws w.dl not held so wellin to anegib wing L0 where 1w maay of my
decayed wood as in fiesh, and when it is partly {compani ns (wuase pasnts were  heathens)
obliged to move on, or bach down, there 1s every | div0itinz tiiiaclve s sl had been a common
hikelhaod that it wal fall. — Maglaggart. day. M»r wicaed hvait cunmidered my parents
- as cruel tor detmpeng e, and their kwed for
allowing them such Lberty on the Sabbath.
Many times 1 longed to be a mon, when | should
act as I pleascd.  Little dd I know that the
liberty 1 desired was the direct roudto ruin.
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HISTORY OF YOUNG RICHIAAD. .
1 was born and educated 10 a scapoit town in

ithe north of Scutland. My parents were {picus,
and d  every thing in their power to train me up
for God. They considered me a promising boy,
for & long time. [ pretended to have great
pleasure in reading my Bible. In the morning,
when I hesrd my mother coming 1o desire me

Abuut my fourteenth year I began to read
voyages and travels Lo foreign countries, end to
entestain a fond desire o visit them. My mind
unly fixed on the curios.ties | shapld sec, neves
on the hardships 1 shouid encounter.

My parents at this time preposed putting me




