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The flat money Journals are unsparimg in
their efforts to create want of confidence
in the banks, and the statement that we
have called attention to is only in accord-
ance with thOir habitual custom. No
better evidence can be given of the un-
fairness of these attacks thani the results
of the liquidations tliat have taken place
in several banks within thelast few yeare.
,in some instances banks that were coi-
pelled to suspend have been able to re-
sume, while in otiers tIe creditors ivere
paid in fuill in a comiparatively short time.
One of the latest cases is the Consolidated,
the liabilities of which were over six mil-
lion three hundred thousand dollars at
the beginning of last year, while they rere
on the 28th fMay last, S474,.581. It is not
a little singular that the filt money

journals should endeavor to create dis-
trust of our principal monied institution
because it lias hold an excessive amount
of its reserves in Dominion notes. It
seens probable that the conductors of
these journals are unaware that, if sone
of the banks vere to make a dernand for
gold on the Assistant Receiver General
in Montreal for Ite excess of notes which
they hold beyond the increased require-
ment of last Session, the vaults would be
entirely emptied according to the state-
ment in thie last O.iical Gazelle.

THE INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS.

The intention of an offiial inspection
of buildings is the prevention of loss of
life or property by means of insecure
erections, insutlicient means of egress,
defective lieating apparatus, ineffective
drainage, and such other faults as may
present danger to life, i1mb or property;
consequently any such inspection vhicii
is not thorough, systematic and continu-
ously complete is a grave mockery;
therefore no such official duties should
be entrustedl to persons incompetent or
careless, or inefficient, or we may at any
time expect to rend of such horrors as
those of Catiedral or St. Urbain streets,
which are the more dreadful, in that tiey
could and shouhi be prevented by timely
measures arising fron proper inspection
of buildings.

In the report of the eighth annual con-
vention of the New York Association of Su-
pervising and Adjusting Agents we read :

I The New York fire insurance interest have
no more faithful servants than those connected
with the bureau of surveys of' the New York
board of fire underwriters. A rcview of the
work of tvo of iheir surveyors is pertinent
te the present subject. To lr. 'Simmtis is assign-
cd the department cf furnaces and ieating ap-
iarattus. U.ider his fai.thli investig tions huit-
udreds of unsafe boilers and fu.rnaces bave been
discovered and protected, to the great annny-
ance of architects, but ip a menaier that has

always secuired their respect. Tie plans of
inaiy an important edifice have been changed],
often at great expenme. In respect to chtirches
and public.buildings la New York and Brooklyn,
the work of Mr. Simtnis has beei chiefly
valiable. Since lie ias undertaken this vork,
the iiiiber of this class of buildings lias nearly
doubled in the two cities, an<l tle ninber of
tires in the increased niiiber is fitr less than
those occurring when e romimenced utpon liis
wrork. Uiler his conscientious supervisin, the
defects in the lietincg apparatus have been dis-
ceried in season te prevti the ire the charred
tiibers proniised, and hie lihas sectiured a correc-
tion of the heati ng apparatis in 00 churches.
Eqîually valiable to inlother class of risk have
beei the lbors of Elisba liigslanl ; is careful
supervision of warehoîisus and the storage of
ieircliandise therein has greatly reuficed the

nuimber ut' fires occurriîng in these laiildings.
There are 307 storage stores in New York city,
includinig those usel excluîsivrely f'or fuîriiture.
On tc shore Une of Brooklyn iliere are 243 in
Jersey City nd IHoboken (i, and at Stople toti, S.
., cotton stores, 14, inaking a total of 570 stoe-
ige wvarehonses. These stores are critically and
regiliirly surveyed, as iany during each day
as can be reched. The purpose of the survey
is ont only to ascertain th initture of the article
stored, but the conditions ofstand pipis, passage
or stairwayobltutions, conditions et simiîtters
and stoves in office, laind of liglt used, and te
report any violatien of rules as to smoking,
cmipty witer plails, collection of sweepings and
oily waste ivhere there are calorie englmes. This
close suirveillanc keeps the storekeeper coi-
tintiilly O the alert, as ai iifivorable report
of condition is soiethiig he dreads more than
any thireaiened ad rance of rate. Any violationi
of the ries of the board is reported, ani notice
iinertliately given tc the storekeeper. I d o not
rtiember a single instance wberein the notice
lias beei disregardled, anit have to lesi tai loti
iii saying the coitinutedl watclitiiiiiess ias been
a prevention of fire, and consequent loss. This
is the report Mr. Harrison, superintendent of
surveys, gives of .Ir. Kiigslaid's labors.

Inasmuch as our Fire Insurance compa-

nies pay a specil tax (to soine of them
very ancrons) vhich entiles them to

an equivalent benefit, it is not more than
just thîat they should demand front the

City Government a proper inspection of
buildings, atnd, as it may be lield tiat no
systeni wrould be perfect which iwas not
performed by experienced architects,
whose service woull be very expensive,
we venture te sugesta plan which woild
remove nany existing abuses, and lessen
many dangers vihich under the pre-

sent arrangements must continue.
An independient consulting architect
would suggest several important iimpro've-
mentis in the ordinatice pertaining te this
subject, and render feasible and thorough,
while being inexpensive and simple, the
plan w'a suggest for consideration.

It is absolutely necessary te maintain
such a body of firemen as can effectually
cope with any fire, ordinary or extraordi-
nary, which may occur in our midst i
these men should ahvays be-and, te do
them justice, we gladly say that they
nearly ahvays are-active, intelligent,
fearless and honest ; these men are ar-
ranged in companies under the charge of
guardians, sub-chief and chief, and are
situate in various parts of the city, recog-

nising, if we mistake not, each company
as liaving a certain district under its
special protection i they are liable to be
called on at any moient of day or night
for service, which sub)jects theni to great
danger from irisecure wials, open ivell-
hales, elevators and such little traps
wihici w'ill remain to the general danger
until the law abolishes thein by fine, or
the fire uiderwvriters follow the example
of their New York bretiren by rating
Vtet out; of existence.

These tmat caniot be subjected te any
duties wliich. wrould prevent their availa-
bility whien called ipoi, or hiich would
present tiem foi' dîtVy wreuried by laber
Happy it is that long intervals elaipse
between tlieir tines of great exertion and
danger; yet during these intervals, by
very reason of tteir great activity and
their intelligence, they are ivearied ai-
iost to death for want of something to
do ; they reard, they study, they sleep ;
Vell it is for uis that they do not often
try bo baiiish their ennui by drinking to
excess. Nov, if iwe give te the Chief of
the Fire Departruent ie oversight of the
inspection of buildritngs, allowing hlim ithe
adrice of a competent architect ivhen
perplexel, providing him wîtli asupply of
Goad's surveys, wvith several books in
vhtich te note the peculiarities et the
interior naangemen ts of buildings, make
it the duty of the sub-chief te write up
these records froin reports furnished by
the guardians based upon periodical sur-
veys of all the buildings in their several
districts, and make it part of the systemu
that the guardians should be attended on
alternato days by different parties of the
mon under tieir charge, we shouli
shortly have a complete survey of all thie
buildings in the city, which would bhe
kept up systematically without entailing
an appreciable expense. .We should at
the sane time provide for the men of our
lire department work for which they are
peculiarly fitted, work vrhich would be a
labor of love to then, and wotild at the
same time enable thein te know the local-
iby of every steami boiler, varnish tank,
gunpowrder magazine, well-hol, elevator,
insecure wall, hidlen stair, trap-door,
ladder, and every other danger or means
of escape in everv locality ; se that, in
the event of a ire, if te second in con-
miand to the chief vere the guardian
under w,hose charge the survey of the
district had bee mnadle,-the interior
service the men of the district conipany
who had accompanied the guardiait in
their survey,-their knovIedge of the
locality would enable them to utilize ail
its resources for safety, and te escape
nany of its hidden dangers.


