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of Toronto to Winnipeg, you find that
(he distance from Toronto to North
Bay is 226 miles, and the distance from
North Bay to Winnipeg is 1,060, or a
total of 1,286 miles, as against 1,200
miles by the projected road. So that,
making a fair allowance for devia-
t:ens, the length of the new line will
b2 substantially the same as that of
the Canadian Pacific raflway. There-
fore, we have the city of Toronto plac-
ed in communication with the west by
this system &8s directly as it {s now
by the Canadian Paciflc rallway, We
have that competition and {ts increas-
ed facilities established. From the
city of Montreal and from the city of
Toronto the distances will be practi-
cally the same, So that we have these
connections established on the most
favorable terms.

The New Line and the Cattle Trade.

There is another line of trade to
which just one word of reference may
be made. It {s the cattle trade. I
want to call the attention of this House
to a fact or two with which I think
they are not acquainted, because they
are not likely to have ever been
brought to their intention. I want to
call attention to the fact that one of
the great industries of the Northwest
Territories {s grazing cattle, as con-
trasted with raising cattle, Last year
we imported into the Northwest Ter.
ritories no less than §0.000 head of
what are called stockers, that {s,
young cattle, bought by the ranchers
for the purpose of being finished and
perfected for the English market.
Where did they get them? They
got- 25,000 from the good province of
Ontario, and our friend Mr. Craw-
ford, the Conservative member for one
of the Torontos in the provincial legis-
lature says they have not at present
facilities for sending their cattle to the
Northwest, and he wants the Grand
Trunk Pacific bullt so that thev will
have more facilities ? Where did they
get the rest ? They got them from
Mexico. Cannot the farmers of the
province of Quebec and the maritime
provinces raise cattle to supply the
etock grazers on the Nonthwestern
plains ? Why, sir, it only needs to be
stated for us to understand what a
profitable business it would be for the
farmers of the eastern provinces, who
can ralse cattle, but who are not able,
on account of the want of pasture fa-
cilities, to finish them for the English
market. Here we have 25,000 stockers
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In one year coming from far away
Mexico, because we have not the ship-
ping facilities to take them from east-
ern Canada. Not only have we not the
shipping facilities to take cattle in, but
we have not the faclitles to take the cat-
tle out; for I find that Mr, J. T. Gor-
don, In an interview says that his firm
had last year to ship no less than 3,000
head by an American line because they
could not get facilities over the Can-
adlan line. And the cattle business in
the Northwest Territories is simply in
its infancy. Last year we shipped out
42,000 head of cattle, That in itself I8
a pretty substantial business; but it is
only a trifle as compared with what is
coming. A necessary part of this busi-
ness is the handling of stockers, and
this i8 a business which the new road
will do on an enormous scale, and in
which it will be difficult for any other
line to compete with it. It will pass
through a northern country which will
abound with cattle and through which
they can be easily and favorably ship-
ped. So we have in that business a
large and important item, which will
prove a great and substantial source of
revenue to the new rallway when it is
constructed.

A Better Route Than the C. P. R.

I want to say a word or two In re-
gard to the prospects of this enterprise
from a financial standpoint; and
speak as one who has had a consider-
able personal knowledge of the devel-
opment of the western country, and of
the differences that have been produce
ed In the financial conditions of the
railway companies owing to that de-
velopment. The net profits of the Can-
adian Pacific railway during the year
ending the 30th of June, 1902, were
$14,085,000, and last year its net pro-
fits were $15,000,000. The company have
made of their rallway enterprise a
magnificent success, and if they were
called upon to-morrow to incur the
liability to pay back every cent of pub-
lic subvention which they have receive
ed, and all the money which they have
received for lands, notwithstanding
that, the Canadian Pacific Rallway
company would be a good sound, and
solvent concern. Compared with that

-enterprise, the route from Quebec to
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Winnipeg by the Grand Trunk Pacific
rallway is a better route. For perhaps
one-half of the way there will be a
considerable business, particularly in
the line of timber, which will constant-
Iy contribute to Its revenue. And
throughout that district there are good




