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PRESIDENT POINCARE

tence, and their individual home and life,
to have such evidences of Yankee smartness
foisted upon them does not make for friend-
ship. It inspired contempt. This unpleas-
ant sentiment was strengthened by our fail-
ure to demand satisfaction for the lives lost
on the Lusitania, while at the same time
our losses in dollars seemed to distress us so
deeply. But more harmful and more un-
fortunate than any other word or act was the
statement of President Wilson that we might
be “too proud to fight.” This struck the
French not only as proclaiming us a cow-
ardly nation, but as assuming superiority
over the man who not only would fight, but
who was fighting. And as at that moment
several million Frenchmen were fighting, it
was natural that they should laugh. Every
nation in Europe laughed. In an Italian
cartoon Uncle Sam is shown, hat in hand,
offering a “note” to the German Emperor
and in another shooting Haitians.

The legend reads: “He is too proud to
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