
2l8 CANADA IN FLANDERS.

on their shoulders like men expecting no resist­
ance. So far as the front line was concerned 
they were right ; otherwise they made an error. 
They occupied the remains of the trenches in 
Hooge and assaulted the 6oth British Brigade 
opposite Bellewaarde Farm, but were repulsed 
with considerable loss by the resolute infantry 
of the British Brigade which had neither been 
mined at all nor bombarded to any consider­
able extent. The enemy then came straight down 
the line of the Menin Road both on the right- 
and the left-hand sides. By this time, however, the 
resistance, in spite of the continuous bombardment, 
had been organised by Captain Styles, of the 28th, 
who was fortunate in having at his disposal in the 
support line such an exceptionally strong force of 
machine-guns.

The battle was back on the old line always occu­
pied when Hooge is lost, and was defended with 
the greatest obstinacy by the Canadian infantry and 
gunners. On the left-hand side of the causeway 
the enemy got as far down the hill as Bellewaarde 
Beek, but any further advance was swept out of exis­
tence by the machine-guns in the support line. On 
our right side of the Menin Road the attack 
appeared more dangerous. The enemy succeeded 
in jumping from shell hole to shell hole, and 
attained dangerous proximity to our support line. 
But here again the 28th drove them back by rifle 
and machine-gun fire.1

1 The advance of the enemy down the communication trench 
north of the Menin Road was checked by Lieut. Gilmour, of 
the 38th, who put up a block just bevond the support trench 
nearest to the front and drove them back with bombs.


