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INTRODUCTION.

Vbt many years before the great war, the forest 
oountiee of Northern Pennsylvania -which border 
oc New York and are watered by the Alleghany, 
Sinnemahoning, and Clarion were met forest lend», 
little disturbed as yet by the axe or the plough.
Roads were fcw and bad. Railways were un­
known. Here and there a primitive mill, driven 
by water-power, sawed out the planks needed for | 
a scant and widely-scattered population. In the 
winter lumbering-paitiee were busy near tbs greater 1 
streams, and to the spring a tow rafts found their 
way down to the Ohio or on the other side of the 
“ divide" to the Susquehanna.

'Along the rive «a, at tore intervale, a log cabin, 
and, still torther apart, » group of bouses known 
as n town, toads.up, with the lsmber-eampe, all * > 
that there was of human habitation. The lands 
had been taken np years before the date of my I 
tale, by » fcw settlers, chiefly from New England 
or Eastern Pennsylvania, in the bops that the • 
wealth at coal beneath the eoil would one day en­
rich them, when toe iron roads should give secern 
to the lake. Among these pioneers were some
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