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tonfusion; and from thence they weM dwperMtf
throughout the world'. It was now that kingdoms-
began to be formed, and that the tyrant Nunrod,
of the race of Chad, laid the foundation of tho
Babylonian empire. But men growing daily more
and more corrupt, at length not only the true know-
ledge and worship of God, but even the observance
of the law of nature was almost banished from
among them; and instead of God, the sun, the
moon, and the stars, the elements, the wicked spi-

rits who deluded them/nay even brute beasts and
senseless idols, in which they imagined a divinity

to reside, became the object of their adoration; the
true religion only remaining with some few holy
persons, chieAy of the race of Sem, and of the
branch of Heber.

§ 6. Of the Patriarch Mraham, and of MelchUe*
hech.

When idolary had began to corrupt the family
of Heber, God was pleased to order Abraham, a
man of that family, the tenth in a lineal descent
from Noah, to depart from his country and kind-'

red in Mesopotamia, and to come into the laiTd of
Chanaan, which he promised to give to his seed,

and that in his seed all the nations of the earth should
be blessed; as the Saviour of the world should be
bom of his posterity. Abraham, walking always
in the pr^ser-^.e of God, and ever attentive to please
him and worship him in eveirplace, readily obeyed
the call. God, pleased with nis faith and obedience,
1)rotected him on all qocasions, showered down his

»l6ssings upon him^ and entered into a soleinn co-
venant with him, that from him should come a nu-
merous people, who should possess the promised
land; and that frOm his seed, blessing and grace
should be diffused over the whole ear£: and for p,

jsmk of bis covenant, he enjoined him and his pci-


